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The  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  President. 

Vice-Pres  idents, 

Hon-  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 
Hon.  Wra.  Philips,  of  Massachusetts. 
Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  of  New-York. 
Hon.  John  E.  Howard,  of  Maryland. 
Hon.  John  C  Herbert,  of  Maryland. 
Isaac  M'Kim,  Esq.  of  Maryland- 
John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 
General  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 
Gen.  Andrevv  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia. 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Philadelphia. 
Gen.  John  Mason,  District  of  Columbia. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of  New  Jersey. 

Managers. 

Francis  S.  Key,  Rev.  Wm.  Wilmer, 

Walter  Jones,  Henry  Foxall, 

Edmund  I   Lee,  John  Laird, 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie,  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley, 
Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Baich,  Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh, 
Rev.  Obadiah  B.  Brown,  Wm.  Thornton. 

Elias  B.  Caldwell,  Esq.  Secretary. 
John  Underwood,  Recording  Secretary. 
David  English,  Treasurer. 


AT  a  special  tncelins:  of  tlu  American  Colonization  Society, 

held  on  Saturday,  the  2] at  of  jSovembcr,  1818,  at  the  City 

Hotel,  city  of  Washins^lon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  tlie  American  Colonization 
Society  are  due  to  Ebenezer  Burgess,  for  the  ability,  zeal, 
and  fidelity,  with  which  he  has  performed  the  duties  assign- 
ed to  him  as  one  of  the  ac;ents  of  the  Society,  deputed  to  ex- 
plore the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Colonization  Society  cher- 
ish an  affectionate  respect  for  the  memory  of  their  deceased 
agent,  Samuel  J.   Mills,  and  deeply  regret  the  loss  which 

they  have  feubluiued  hy  his  uulimoly  death. 

AT  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

held  on  Saturday,  the  ^Ih  of  Jamiai'y,  1819,  in  Dr.  Laurie's 

Church,  city  of  Washington : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  lay 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  any  committee 
or  committees  w^hich  may  be  api)ointed  by  either  branch 
thereof,  the  information  which  has  been  collected  through 
the  means  of  this  Society,  showing  the  practicability  of  the 
object  of  its  institution;  and  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  to  so- 
licit the  countenance,  aid,  and  support  of  Congress  in  the 
accomplishment  of  that  object. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  President  and  Board  of  Managers,  for  the  zeal,  intelli- 
gence, and  ability,  which  they  have  evinced  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Society  the  past  year;  and  that  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  be  printed. 


REPORT. 


THE  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
United  States^  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive 
within  the  past  year,  from  various  sources,  a  mass 
of  information  calculated  to  confirm  the  hopes,  and 
to  aid  the  future  counsels  of  the  Society. 

The  recent  mission  to  Africa,  which  ended  in 
the  return  of  Mr.  Burgess  to  the  United  States  on 
the  22d  of  October  last,  leaves  no  further  room  to 
doubt  that  a  suitable  territory,  on  the  coast  of  that 
continent,  may  be  obtained  for  the  contemplated 
colony,  at  less  expense  than  had  been  anticipated. 
(A.) 

The  answer  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  president  of  The  African  Institution^  to 
the  letter  of  the  president  of  this  Society  (B.);  the 
reception  of  the  missionaries  in  England ;  the  at- 
tention of  Lord  Bathurst,  secretary  of  State  for  the 
colonial  department  of  the  British  government,  to 
themselves  as  well  as  to  the  object  of  their  mis- 
sion, (C.) ;  their  hospitable  entertainment  by  the 
officers  of  the  colonial  government  at  Sierra  Leone ; 
and  the  respectful  notice  taken  of  the  views  of  the 
American  Society  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Jlf- 
rican  Institution,  coupled  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
high  character  of  the  personages  who  direct  its 


proceedings  (D.)  ;  are  a  pledge  ofthe  further  co- 
operation of  the  benevolent  men  of  England,  and, 
it  may  be  hoped,  of  all  Europe,  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  just  and  humane  purposes  of  the  Ame- 
rican Society. 

While  tliis  pledge  furnishes  to  any  colony  which 
the  Society  may  plant  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  an 
assurance  of  future  security  from  maritime  attack, 
the  friendly  treatment  which  the  missionaries  ex- 
perienced from  the  native  tribes  and  chiefs  of  the 
country,  their  general  character  and  condition,  to- 
gether with  the  earnest  desire  which  the  far  greater 
part  of  them  expressed  for  the  immediate  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  colony  among  them,  afford  a 
like  security  against  every  other  external  injury 
which  might  have  been  apprehended. 

All  these  pleasing  anticipations  are  yet  further 
strengthened,  by  a  relierence  to  the  past  history 
and  present  condition  of  the  rising  colony  of  Sierra 
Leone.     With  the  exception  of  an  attack  made  on 
it  by  a  French  squadron  in  1794,  during  a  period 
of  actual  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
but  disavowed,  nevertheless,  by  the  government 
of  the  latter,  this  colony  has  never  experienced 
hostility  from  any  European  power.    And  such,  at 
that  time,  was  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  adja- 
cent  African   tribes    towards   the  colonists,   that, 
when  dispersed  by  a  superior  foe,  the  unhappy  fu- 
gitives soui^ht  and  found  an  asylum  in  the  hospi- 
talitv  and  kindness  of  their  neighbours. 


In  one  solitary  instance  only,  as  far  back  as 
eighteen  years  ago,  have  any  portion  of  the  na- 
tives, subsequently  to  this  invasion,  manifested  a 
ditferent  temper  by  actual  hostilities ;  and  the  dis- 
orderly rabble,  who  then  attacked  the  colony, 
were  beat  back  with  great  facility. 

After  having  liberated  more  than  nine  thousand 
negroes,  with  scarcely  any  other  aid  than  a  single 
armed  brig,  it  has  inspired  with  awe  the  remorse- 
less slave  traders  who  yet  infest  the  neighbouring 
coasts,  and  induced  the  native  tribes  who  inhabit 
them,  to  believe  its  power  is  invincible. 

And  what  is  most  worthy  of  remark,  although 
under  the  political  government  of  a  iew  white  men, 
so  inconsiderable  in  number  as  to  leave  the  secu- 
rity of  the  colony  to  rest  almost  exclusively  on  the 
arms  of  its  coloured  population,  its  existence  has 
never  been  shaken  by  domestic  insurrection. 

For  a  further  account  of  the  population,  com- 
merce, and  state  of  improvement,  of  this  interest- 
ing colony,  the  managers  refer  to  the  annexed 
papers.  (E.) 

Continued  assurances  have  been  received  by 
the  board  of  Managers,  in  the  last  year,  of  the 
readiness  of  many  of  the  free  people  of  colour  in 
the  United  States  to  avail  themselves  of  their  con- 
templated asylum,  whenever  a  suitable  territory 
for  its  erection  shall  have  been  procured.  These 
have  proceeded  from  the  most  enlightened  of  this 
class  of  persons,  comprehending  individuals  en- 
gaged in  all  the  occupations  of  civil  life,  dispersed 


throughout  the  United  States,  and  in  sufficient 
Buiuber  to  rorm  the  basis  of  a  respectable  colony. 
To  these  assurances  liave  been  added  tlie  repeat- 
ed declarations  of  several  proprietors  of  their  rea- 
diness to  emancipate  the  whole,  or  a  part,  of  their 
slaves,  whenever  a  suitable  abode  in  Africa  shall 
have  been  provided  for  them,  upon  condition  that 
they  shall  repair  to  it. 

Wlien  the  Managers  add,  that  they  have  pur- 
posely avoided  all  appeals  to  these  motives  which 
ought  to,  and  doubtless  will,  hereafter,  induce  the 
free  people  of  colour  to  exchange  political  slavery 
and  moral  degradation  for  independence  and 
honour,  these  assurances  are  calculated  to  remove 
all  doubt  of  the  facility  with  which  they  will  make 
this  exchange,  when  they  can  effect  it,  not  only 
with  the  permission,  but  the  assistance  also  of  their 
former  masters. 

The  humane  forbearance  of  the  Managers  and 
friends  of  the  American  Society  to  excite  in  the 
breasts  of  the  free  people  of  colour,  hopes  which 
mio-ht  be  hereafter  disappointed,  has  deprived 
them,  in  some  instances,  of  the  means  of  correcting 
misconceptions  of  the  origin  and  views  of  the  So- 
ciety. It  has  been  suggested  to  be  an  invention  of 
the  southern  proprietor  to  rivet  the  chains  of  ser- 
vitude upon  his  slaves,  as  if  the  circumstances 
which  accompanied  the  origin  of  the  Society,  the 
character  of  its  members,  and  their  solemn  and  re- 
iterated declarations  did  not  forbid  so  unfounded 
an  imputation.     It  would  not  be  more  uncandid  Iq 


ascribe  to  them  a  design  to  invade  the  rights  of 
private  property,  secured  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  several  slave-holding  States,  and  to  pro- 
claim universal  emancipation ! 

If^  as  is  most  confidently  beHeved,  the  coloniza- 
tion of  the  free  people  of  colour,  will  render  the 
slave  who  remains  in  America  more  obedient, 
more  faithful,  more  honest,  and,  consequently, 
more  useful  to  his  master,  is  it  proper  to  regard 
this  happy  consequence  to  both,  as  the  sole  object 
which  the  Society  hope  to  attain  ?  Is  it  a  sub- 
stantial objection  to  this,  that  like  every  other  ef- 
fort to  enlarge  the  stock  of  human  happiness,  it 
enlists  in  its  favour  the  selfish,  as  well  as  the  dis- 
interested, affections  of  the  heart?  The  inference 
deducible  from  all  such  suspicions,  serves  only  to 
demonstrate  that  the  success  of  the  wise  and  cha- 
ritable purpose  of  the  Society,  is  assured  by  the 
irresistible  appeal  which  it  makes  to  all  the  pow- 
erful sentiments  of  the  heart— the  most  sordid  and 
degrading,  as  well  as  the  most  benevolent  and  ex- 
alted. 

The  result  of  the  address  made  by  the  depu- 
ties of  the  Society  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore, 
durins:  the  last  summer,  when  the  Manajrers  were 
compelled  to  raise,  by  extraordinary  exertions,  ad- 
ditional funds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  mis- 
sionaries in  Africa,  is  a  sufficient  })roof  that  all 
such  objections  have  only  to  be  openly  resisted  in 
order  to  be  overcome.  (F.) 
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The  efforts  of  the  Managers  to  enlarge  the 
funds  of  the  Society  have  not  hitlierto  extended 
beyond  their  immediate  wants;  and  these  have 
arisen,  ahnost  exclusively,  from  the  mission  to  the 
coast  of  Africa.  From  the  report  of  the  deputies 
appointed  to  collect  subscriptions,  in  the  past  sum- 
mer, it  will  be  seen  that  the  generosity  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  aided  by  a  liberal  contribution  from 
the  Auxiliary  Society  of  the  county  of  Frederick, 
in  Virginia,  precluded  the  necessity  of  applying  for 
pecuniary  aid  to  Philadelphia,  New-York,  and 
Boston,  as  they  at  first  designed.  An  opulent  and 
public  spirited  member  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  of 
Baltimore  had  advanced,  on  loan,  in  the  outset  of 
the  mission,  a  sum  which  was  then  deemed  sufficient 
to  defray  its  expenses.  This  has  been  since  reim- 
bursed. It  is  probable,  however,  unless  the  regu- 
lar income  of  the  Society  shall  be  promptly  en- 
larged by  the  admission  of  new  members,  that  a 
recurrence  to  further  subscriptions  may  be  requir- 
ed to  fulfil  the  enecao-ements  of  the  Manairers  to 
their  missionaries.  A  debt  is  due  to  both,  most 
faithfully  earned  by  their  joint  and  useful  labours. 
As  regards  one  of  them,  it  is  consecrated  by  his 
untimely  and  lamented  death;  which  imposes  on 
the  Managers  the  melancholy  office  of  recognising 
its  obligation  in  the  person  of  his  surviving  father. 

Notwithstanding  these  manifestations  of  public 
liberality,  the  i\Janao-crs  would  be  unfaithful  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  tliem,  if  they  did  not  intimate  to 
the  Society,  that  the  progress  of  any  colony  which 
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they  may  plant  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  will  be  pre- 
carious and  Linstcacly,  unless  it  he  nourished  by 
the  resources,  as  well  as  countenanced  by  the 
authority  of  the  Federal  Governaicnt. 

The  President  of  the  Uriited  States  awaits,  it 
is  believed,  the  sanction  of  Congress,  to  fulfil  the 
request,  In  which  so  large  a  majority  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  Virginia  long  since  united,  to  ob- 
tain for  that  State  herself,  debarred  by  the  fede- 
ral constitution  from  ir)stitutlng  a  separate  nego- 
tiation, a  territory  in  Africa,  on  which  to  colonize 
such  of  her  free  people  of  colour  as  may  choose 
to  avail  tiiemselves  of  such  an  asylum,  and  such 
of  her  slaves  as  their  masters  may  be  willing  ttf 
emancipate. (G.) 

The  memorial  presented  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, in  behalf  of  the  American  Ccloniza- 
tioo  Society,  at  the  2d  session  of  the  14  th  Con- 
gress, gave  rise  to  a  favourable  report  from  the 
select  committee  to  which  it  was  referred.  Having 
been  submitted  to  the  House  at  an  advanced  pe- 
riod of  that  session,  which  terminated,  of  neces- 
sity, on  the  fourth  of  March,  the  report  remained 
unacted  on,  amidst  the  mass  of  unfinished  busi- 
ness. Upon  its  renewal,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
present  Congress,  the  memorial  was  retained,  by 
the  committee  to  whicii  it  was  referied,  in  expec- 
tation of  important  intelligence  trom  the  mission- 
aries of  the  society,  then  on  the  African  coast. 
The  committee,  however,  conciiricd  in  a  favour- 
able report,  which  was  j^rescrilcd  to  tiie  House  of 
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Representatives  towards  the  close  of  the  session. 
In  consequence  of  the  adoption  of  a  rule  which 
gives  to  the  unfinished  business  of  that  session  a 
priority  to  any  arising  after  the  first  week  of  the 
present,  a  decision  upon  the  report  may  be  con- 
fidently expected  in  the  course  of  this  month. (H.) 
One  of  the  grounds  assumed  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, in  support  of  the  object  of  the  memorial, 
is  derived  from  its  tendency  to  facihtate  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  slaves,  in  a  manner  con- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  the  laws  themselves,  the 
long  established  policy  of  the  southern  States,  and 
the  geniuB  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  It  is  well 
recollected,  that  as  soon  as  Congress  acquired  the 
constitutional  power  of  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  which  was  on  the  first  of  January, 
1808,  they  followed  the  example  of  the  several 
States,  in  imposing  heavy  penalties  upon  the  aur 
thors  of  this  inhuman  traffick.  The  first  section  of 
the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1807,  declares  that, 
"  after  the  above  period,  it  should  not  be  lawful 
to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  from  any  foreign  country,  any  negro,  mu- 
latto, or  person  of  colour,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell, 
or  dispose  of  such  person  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held 
to  service,  or  labour."  The  act  subjects  not  only 
the  American  vessel,  employed  in  violating  the 
law,  to  condemnation^  but  "  every  person  engaged 
in  building,  fitting  out.  equipping,  loading,  or  other- 
wise prejiaring  or  sending  out  such  vessel,  know- 
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ing  or  intending;  it  to  be  so  employed,  to  the  for- 
feiture of  twenty  thousand  dollars.^''     A  subsequent 
section  makes  it  "  a  high  misdemeanor  for  any  per- 
son to  transport,  from   any  foreign  country,  and 
sell,  any  person  of  colour,  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United   States."     Upon  conviction,  it  sub- 
jects the  offender  to  '"  an  imprisonment  of  not  less 
than  Jive  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  to  a  fire  not 
less  than  otie  nor  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars.''' 
The  purchaser  or  seller  of  any  such  person,  so  im- 
ported, who  shall  knowingly  purchase  or  soli  the 
same,  is  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  every  person  of  colour  "  so  purchased 
or  sold."     To  this  section  the  following  extraor- 
dinary proviso   is   annexed  :  ''  that  the  aforesaid 
forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  any  seller  or  pur- 
chaser of  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour, 
who  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  in  virtue  of  a7iy, 
regulation  which  may  be  hereafter  made  by  any  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  States,  in  that  respect,  in 
pirsuance  of  this  act  and  the  constitution  of  the  Unt- 
ied States:\\.) 

The  authority  of  the  State  legislatures,  to  which 
tlie  proviso  refers,  is  conveyed  to  them  by  a  clause 
of  the  section  of  this  act  next  piece ditig  the  last. 
It  declares,  that  "  neither  the  importer,  nor  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  from  or  unuer  him, 
shall  hold  any  right  or  title  whatsoever  to  any  ne- 
gro, mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  nor  to  the  ser- 
vice or  labour  thereof,  irho  may  be  iviportcd  or 
brought  within    the   United    Slates   ©r  territories 
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thereof,  in  violation  of  the  law,  but  the  scmic  shall 
remain  subject  to  any  regulations,  not  contravening 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  States  or  territories,  at  any  time  hereafter^ 
may  make,  for  disposing  of  afiy  such  negro,  mulatto, 
,or person  of  colour.'''^ 

A  recent  act  of  the  lefjlslature  of  Georo^ia  will 
show  what  construction  has  been  given  to  this  au- 
thority.(K.) 

The  second  section  of  the  act  empowers  the 
governor  to  sell  for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  any  ne- 
groes, niyiattoes,  or  persons  of  colour,  brought 
into  it  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  sales,  to  a  considerable  aaiount,  have,  accord- 
ingly, been  made,  and  their  proceeds  paid  into  the 
State  treasury ! 

The  Managers  uould  be  unjust,  however,  as 
well  as  ungrateful,  if  they  past  unnoticed  the  last 
section  of  this  act,  which  provides,  "  that  if,  pre- 
vious to  any  sale  of  any  such  pjcrsons  of  colour, 
the  Society  for  colonizing  free  persons  of  colour 
within  the  United  States,  will  undertake  to  trans- 
port them  to  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  place 
which  they  may  procure  as  a  colony  for  free  per- 
sons of  colour,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  society, 
and  shall  likewise  pay  to  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor all  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  since 
fheyh^\e  been  captured  and  condemned  ;  he  is  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  aid  in  promoting  the 
benevolent  views  of  the  society  in  such  manner 
as  he  may  deem  expedient. 
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The  Managers  heard,  with  deep  regret,  of  the 
execution  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  in  the 
course  of  ilie  past  year,  without  having  it  in  their 
power  to  avail  tlicmselves  of  the  recognition  of 
the  existence  and  object  of  the  American  Society 
in  the  sequel  of  the  act,  and  alFord  relief  to  the  un- 
fortunate bein<rs  whom  violence  and  fraud  had  torn 
from  the  bosom  of  their  native  couiltry,  and  a 
defect  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  has  con- 
signed to  hereditary  slavery  in  the  bosom  of  this. 
Surely,  when  the  authority  granted  to  the  several 
States,  by  the  act  of  Congress  which  had  been  re- 
cited, is  thus  exercised,  it  is  without  due  regard  to 
the  limitations  which  accompany  the  concession. 
So  far  from  such  an  exertion  of  power  being  "  m 
jjursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,''''  it  is  in  direct 
conlravention,  not  only  of  its  positive  and  express 
provisions,  but  of  its  very  spirit  and  title.  It  is  an 
act  ''  to  prohibit,''''  not  to  adinit  the  "  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves."  To  contend  tliat  the  consignment 
of  innocent  and  injured  foreigners  to  perpetual 
slavery  is,  '•  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Stales,''''  Is  to  cast  a  reproach  on  that  in- 
strument which  it  does  notmpiit. 

But  if  the  legislature  of  Geoi  gia  have  overstepped 
the  autlioiity,  with  which  the  act  of  Congress  in- 
vested them,  in  a  case,  to  their  judgment,  it  ia 
presumed,  of  apparent  necessity,  a  necessity  which 
they  sought  to  avoid,  it  ijecomes  the  government 
of  the  Uniud  States,  which  created  the  evil,  to 
provide  for  it,  an  adequate  remedy.     ISonecon  be 
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found,  short  of  a  restitution  of  those  injured  people, 
to  the  country  from  which  they  have  heen  iniqui- 
tously  torn,  nor  can  such  restitution  be  so  effectu- 
ally accomplished  in  any  other  mode,  as  by  their 
colonization  upon  the  western  coast  of  AlVica,  in 
conjunction  with  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
United  States,  who  may  voluntarily  seek  the  same 
asylum.  In  the  distribution  of  free  colonies  along 
the  coast  of  Africa  frequented  by  the  slave  ships, 
and  the  employment  of  a  suitable  naval  force  to 
guard  Its  peace,  the  Managers  believe  that  the 
most  efficient,  if  not  the  only  adequate  remedy, 
will  be  provided  far  enforcing  the  existing  laws  of 
the  United  States  against  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1807,  to  which  the 
Managers  have  already  referred,  expressly  em- 
powers the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall 
he  deem  it  expedient^  to  instruct  and  direct  the  com- 
mandcrs  of  the  public  armed  vessels^  to  seize  and 
bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  all  ships 
or  vessels  thereof,  whenever  contravening  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act ;  and  subjects  the  vessels  to  con- 
demnation, as  prizes  taken  from  an  enemy  in  open 
war,  and  their  commanders  to  exemplary  punish- 
ment. All  that  it  remains  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  superadd  is  the  labour  of  colonization.  (L.) 

The  Managers  sensibly  impressed  with  the  in- 
efficacy  of  the  present  laws  against  this  abomi- 
nal'lc  traffick,  and  lirmly  persuaded  that  its  entire 
abohtlon  is  essential  tc  the  success  of  the  leading 
objects  of  the  Society,  oiler  no  apology  for  having 
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dwelt  so  loni^  upon  this  branch  of  their  report,  nor 
for  liaving  eniargcd  its  appendix,  by  the  admission 
of  several  documents,  that  manifest  the  extent  to 
which  this  cruel  and  iniquitous  trade  is  still  pur- 
sued by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  (M.) 

Ifsonianyof  the  best  interests,  not  only  of 
these  United  States,  but  of  mankind  in  general, 
are  to  be  promoted  by  the  colonization  of  Africa, 
may  not  the  hope  be  confidently  indulged,  that 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  general  govern- 
ment will  countenance  the  hitherto  imperfect  ef- 
forts of  the  Amci'ican  Society. 

The  numeroiis,  respectable,  and  concurrent 
authorities,  to  which  the  managers  have  resorted 
in  their  endeavour  to  acquire  all  the  knowledge 
which  is  attainable  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 
have  augmented  their  desire  to  liberate  its  wretched 
but  artless,  docile,  and  amiable  inhabitants,  from 
the  chains  of  slavery  and  superstition  in  which 
the  oppression  and  Ignorance  of  so  many  ages 
have  fast  bound  them.  In  the  climate,  soil,  pro- 
ductions, and  g(nieral  health  o[  this  much  injured 
country,  there  is  every  inducement  to  a  zealous 
prosecution  of  the  experiment  which  the  Society 
have  begun.  (N.) 

That  a  colony  of  (he  free  people  of  colour  of  the 
United  States  may  be  planted  and  pi'utectccJ  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  at  little  comparative  ex- 
j)ensc,  can  no  longer  be  qu(;stioned.  Should  it 
prosper  in  its  future  growth,  the  extent  of  the 
blessing   to   which    that    prosperity    may  lead,  as 
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regards  the  civilization  of  Africa,  the  happiness  of" 
the  free  people  of  colour,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  slaves  in  America,  no  human  sagacity 
can  either  foresee  or  compute.  It  is  the  duty  of 
man  to  obey  the  divine  will  by  labouring  to  achieve 
all  the  good  within  the  compass  of  his  limited  ca- 
pacity, and  to  trust  with  humble  but  zealous  con- 
fidence, for  the  success  of  his  efforts  in  the  super- 
intending providence  of  God. 


APPENDIX. 


(A.) 

Abstract  of  a  Journal  of  the  late  Rev.  Samuel  John  Mills, 
written  while  in  Africa. 

Sliip  Mary,  off  Cape  Verde, 
Thursday,  12th  March,  1313. 

We  left  London  on  the  2(1  February,  and  on  the  7th 
sailed  from  the  Downs.  For  eighteen  days  we  encountered 
Lead  winds  and  strong  gales,  and  made  slow  firogress.  On 
the  23th  we  had  a  distinct  view  of  Cape  Finisterre,  in  Spain. 
On  the  3d  of  March  we  passed  i\ladeira,  and,  on  the  6th, 
Palina,  and  other  Canary  islands.  We  expect  to  see 
Cape  ^'^e^de  to  day,  and  to  anchor  in  the  river  Gambia  to 
Diorrosv. 

While  on  the  voyage  we  have  been  chielly  employed  in 
reading  books  which  treat  of  the  people,  climate,  soil,  and 
productions  of  Africa.  We  hope  our  visit  to  this  country, 
which  is  so  imperfectly  known,  will  add  much  to  our  know- 
ledge of  it. 

At  4  p.  M.  we  exulted  at  the  sight  of  Africa,  and  began 
to  draw,  with  our  pencils,  imperfect  sketches  of  the  coast, 
the  eminences,  trees,  &c.  Cape  Verde  is  high,  open  to  the 
sea-breeze,  and  verdant  in  appearance.  The  two  eminences 
are  called  the  Mamelles.  The  cape  terminates  with  islands 
of  rocks. 

The  mouth  of  the  Senegal  is  about  100  miles  northeast 
of  Ca[)e  Verde.  The  island  St.  Louis,  belonging  to  the 
French,  lies  nine  miles  up  the  Senegal,  and  has  a  mixed 
poi)u!Htion  of  five  or  six  thousand.  It  is  valuable  as  a  mili- 
tary and  commercial  station,  to  command  the  trade  of  that 
great  river. 

As  we  passed  south  of  the  Cape,  CJoree  presented  itself 
to  view.  This  island,  which  belong:^  (o  the  French,  is  lidle 
better  than  a  barren  rook,  altoiit  tlireefuurlhs  of  a  mile  in 
cinuinlerence,  with  a  [toiuiiation  «tt  four  or  Ww.  tbowsjind. 
We  saw  the  houses,  vessels  in  the  li.irhoin-,  antl  the  llag  at 
the  tort.  It  is  a  place  of  resort  for  Luropean  invalids,  while 
on  the  coast. 
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Gambia,  Fridny,  13th  Marfh. 

Early  lliis  morning  we  beijan  lo  enter  (lie  imhle  dlainbia, 
between  Cape  t^t.  [Mary's  ami  Banyan  io'mi  ou  Ibe  riglif, 
and  riangiioniar,  iht-  IHnl  Islands,  and  i'.arra  Point,  on  llie 
left.  '1  be  bay  is  12  or  15  rjiiies  wide,  and  tbe  nioulli  ol  tbe 
river  between  Jiarra  and  Banyan  Points  is  six  miles  wide. 
Several  canoes  are  fisiiino;  in  (be  bay.  The  natives  use 
their  paddles  with  adroitness.  The  weather  is  very  pleasant, 
the  thermometer  at  08',  and  the  sun  obscured  by  a  hazy  at- 
mosjjhere. 

At  12  A.  M.  we  anchored  near  the  village  St.  Mary's,  situ- 
ated on  Banyan  Point.  Capt.  31.  of  brig  Success,  who  left 
London  a  lew  days  before  us,  an<l  some  English  gentlemen 
of  the  village,  soon  made  us  a  visit.  In  the  afternoon  we 
walked  about  the  village.  It  is  an  infant  settlement,  com- 
menced only  two  years  ago.  The  governor's  house,  the 
barracks,  and  a  lew  other  houses,  are  tolerably  well  built; 
most  of  the  others  are  constructed  of  very  slender  niate- 
rials,  just  sutlicient  to  afford  a  shade  from  the  sun,  and  a 
shelter  from  the  dews  and  rains.  The  people  were  cheerful, 
and  generally  employed  in  some  kind  of  labour.  Some  w  ere 
unlading  goods;  some  burning  shells  for  lime;  and  some  at 
work  in  tbe  carpenters'  and  smiths'  shops.  We  stood  some 
time  to  see  a  company  of  soldiers  go  through  the  manual 
exercise.  They  were  mostly  Africans,  above  the  ordinary 
stature,  well  formed,  and  neatly  dressed.  They  appeared 
to  be  (juite  expert  and  intelligent.  The  military  force  of 
tbe  place  is  about  100  men.  A  few  pieces  of  cannon,  mostly 
dismounted,  are  arranged  along  the  beach.  There  is  no 
fort  or  block-house.  Notwithstanding  the  exposed  state  of 
the  settlement,  there  is  no  fear  of  assault  from  the  native 
tribes.  The  nund)er  of  Europeans  is  about  thirty,  and  the 
poi>uIation  of  the  village  is  alreadj'  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred. 'J'rade  is  the  soul  of  the  colony  :  this  will  increase 
annually,  as  the  trade  of  the  whole  river  will  concentrate 
liere.  The  spot  does  not  incite  to  agriculture,  and  there  are 
none  in  the  settlement  whose  interest  anddis|)ositions  incline 
them  to  it.  The  officers  attend  to  the  civil  order  an»l  safetj' 
of  tbe  colony;  tiie  merchants  hope  to  amass  a  fortune  and 
return  home.  There  is,  as  yet,  no  attention  paid  to  literary 
or  moral  instruction;  hence,  the  internal  improvement  of 
the  place  will  be  very  slow,  unless  some  humane  society 
aflbrd  their  aitl. 

Cam'.  ii>.  Satmiiny.  14tli  MarrU. 

We  made  our  respects  to  the  commandant,  and  became 
acquainted  with  most  of  the  Europeans  here  They  gave 
u.?  several  facts  respecting  the  slave-trade,  which  is  now  re* 
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neweil  by  tlie  French,  at  the  Senegal  and  Gorec,  (o  a  great 
extent.  Some  luiiiilicds  ot  slaves  liavo  been  Hnuiirglfd  au ay 
in  canoes  and  small  vc^^sfls,  liy  night,  even  IVoni  thid  river 
and  the  parts' adjacmt,  within  a  lew  months. 

We  walked  out  fiom  the  st  tllcmcnt  two  or  three  miles. 
Most  of  this  sji.ice,  overgrown  with  wild  grass,  resembled  a 
prairie  of  Illinois  or  iMissoiiri.  The  iierds  of  cattle,  which 
abound  in  this  vicinity,  bicome  very  tolerable  beef  b}  feed- 
ing on  grass  alone.  We  saw  marshy  spois,  where  the  tide 
had  sometime  tlowed,  encrusted  over  with  salt.  We  mea- 
sured an  Adansonia,  (monkey-bread-tree,)  whidi  was  40  feet 
in  circumference. 

Tiiis  settlement  claims  only  a  small  tract  of  land,  for  the 
use  of  which  there  is  an  annual  allowance  of  a  small  jr.  reel 
of  goods  to  the  king  of  Condio.  This  man  is  well  spoken 
of,  and  is  said  to  l;e  averse  to  the  slave-trade,  wliicii  cannot 
be  said  of  many  of  the  native  kings. 

The  ex[)editi()n  under  iMajor  AV  m.  Gray,  destined  lo  ex- 
plore the  Niger,  eml>arked  from  this  place  ten  days  ago.  it  is 
composed  of  two  buadred  men,  of  whom  about  fitly  are  Eu- 
ropeans, and  the  others  are  African  scddiers.  They  have 
several  camels  anil  mules,  and  much  baggage.  The  expe- 
<Ii(ii>n  proceeded  up  the  river  in  hoats  and  vessels  to  Kayee, 
about  400  miles,  and  will  thence  proceed  by  lar.d.  I  fear 
they  have  not  chosen  the  best  season  of  the  year,  as  the 
rains  are  exftected  in  two  or  three  mouths.  It  is  reported 
that  the  VJamharrans  will  oppose  the  ex|)edition. 

James'  Tort,  on  a  little  island,  tuenly  miles  uj)  the  Gam- 
bia, was  an  important  station  when  the  slave-trade  was  ex- 
tensively prosecuted.  Jt  is  now  an  insigidficant  place,  be- 
ing occupied  only  by  eight  or  ten  disorderly  soldiers,  who 
are  sent  thither  from  St.  iMary's,  as  a  punishment. 

There  is  a  small  French  establishnicnt  at  Albreda,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Barra,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Gambia.  The 
princii)al  articles  of  export  from  this  river  are  ivor}',  bees- 
wax, and  hides. 

This  is  a  noble  river  and  Hows  through  a  luxuriant 
country. 

Onriil-ia.  Monday.  ir,(h  Marili,  ISi:?. 

We  embarked  in  bri^  Success  for  Sierra  Leone,  leaving 
the  iMary  to  unlade  a  part  of  her  cargo.  We  lio]>e  toanive 
there  in  four  or  live  days.  It  would  have  been  very  pleasing 
to  us  to  have  gone  v\y  the  Gambia  a  few  hundred  miles.  But 
our  time  is  invaluable  to  us  before  the  rains,  and  we  hasten 
to  that  part  of  the  coast  which  <mh'  inslruclioii-  reuuire  iis  to 
eurvev. 
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At  St.  Mary's  vre  saw  captain  Lloj'd,  a  friend  of  tbe  la- 
mented Park.  He  trades  chielly  at  Vintain.  Another  in- 
teresting; person  was  'Tliomas  Joiner,  a  native  African.  He 
was  a  son  of  a  prince  of  some  distinction,  who  lived  about 
six  hundred  miles  up  this  river.  When  a  hoy,  he  was  kid- 
napped and  sold  in  the  West  Indies.  He  was  afterwards 
re(leemed  by  an  English  captain,  who  knew  Ids  father.  He 
was  well  educated  in  En2;land,  and  restored  to  his  country. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  character  and  habits,  and  has  acquired 
property  and  influence.  He  has  just  returned  from  England, 
where  he  left  two  sons  for  an  education.  He  says  that  he 
shall  buy  a  brig  the  next  year  to  imfiort  his  own  goods.  Will 
not  some  of  our  American  peojjle  of  colour  be  tired  by  this 
example?  They  might  fit  out  vessels  to  trade  to  this  coun- 
try, which  would  enable  them  to  ascertain  its  valuable  pro- 
ductions, and  to  survey  parts  of  the  coast.  Such  an  inter- 
course they  would  find  much  to  their  advantage.  This  will 
most  naturally  lead  to  settlements  in  this  country. 

The  more  we  learn  of  Africa,  the  more  confident  we 
are  that  the  plan  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  Avill 
eventually  succeed.  We  obtain  increasing  proofs  of  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  and  ascertain  a  greater  variety  of  the 
productions  of  the  country.  If  the  slave  trade,  that  mother 
of  abominations  and  source  of  woes  unutterable,  can  be 
annihilated,  Africa  will  revive  and  assume  a  respectable 
rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Sierra  Leone,  Sab.  22d  March,  1818. 

At  9  A.  M.  we  are  sailing  into  Sierra  Leone  river,  which 
is  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  wide.  The  mountaii^s  rise  ia 
irregular  ridges  and  peaks,  one  beyond  another,  and  present 
a  grand  and  verdant  a[)[)earance. 

At  11  A.  M.  boats  and  canoes  came  to  us  from  the  town. 
We  anchored  below  to  wait  for  the  next  tide.  The  town 
has  the  ajipearance  of  a  neat  and  pleasant  village.  For 
health  and  commerce,  its  local  situation  is  admirable.  It  is 
too  hard  and  hilly  for  agriculture. 

Several  villages  are  in  sight.  The  church  on  Leicester 
mountain  is  in  full  view,  and  aids  us  much  in  our  devotional 
thoughts  on  this  sacred  day. 

The  altars  on  these  mountains,  which  the  natives  had 
dedicated  to  devils,  are  falling  before  the  temples  of  the 
living  (ilod,  like  the  image  of  Dagon  before  the  Ark.  The 
time  is  coming  when  the  dwellers  in  these  vales  and  on 
these  mountains  will  sing  hosannas  to  the  Son  of  David. 
Distant  trilies  will  learn  their  song.  "  Elhioiiia  shall  stretch 
forth  tlie  hand  unto  (iod  and  worship." 
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Sierra  I.oone,  IVfondnT.  ^;!.I  iMarcU. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  tliat  Gov.  Macarthy  is  absent  on  a 
▼isit  to  the  Gambia.  We  ni;;tle  our  rcsjiecls  lo  (he  coimnan- 
dant,  chiet  justice  FitzgoraUl,  and  tll^' council  at  the  govern- 
ment house  We  presented  Lord  Bathursfs  letter.  '1  hey 
said  in  obedience  to  his  lordsluji's  instructions,  it  would  i^ive 
them  ()leasure  to  take  us  lo  dillcrent  settlcmenls  in  the 
colony,  to  show  us  the  schools,  and  to  render  us  any  assist- 
ance in  the  objects  of  our  embas-sy.  We  were  grateful,  as 
we  should  be,  and  saw  tlie  wisdom  of  our  coining  by  the 
way  of  England.  We  delivered  our  letters  in  the  colony. 
M.my  of  the  people  of  colour  were  joyful  to  see  us.  The 
death  of  captain  CufTee  is  dee[)ly  lamented. 

Sii'rrii  Leone,  Wednesday,  25th  March,  1819. 

In  the  market  place  this  morning,  I  saw  beef,  pork,  lamb, 
fowls,  fish,  and  a  variety  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 

We  dined  with  the  honourable  chief  justice,  in  company 
with  most  of  the  military  and  civil  officers  of  the  colony. 

It  seems  to  be  generally  admitted  here,  that  setllements 
of  the  free  people  of  colour  ol  the  United  Slates  on  this 
coast,  will  [)romote  the  culture  of  the  soil,  increase  the  means 
of  au  honourable  commerce,  anil  assist  in  the  more  comjilete 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  but  the  nierchanls  have  fears 
that  the  proximity  of  an  American  settlement  to  this  place, 
would  injure  its  trade.  Such  would  prefer  a  coalition  under 
this  government.  Others,  both  in  England  and  the  Uiiited 
States,  think  differently,  and  consider  proximity  to  Sierra 
Leone  desirable.  It  will  be  our  interest  and  duty  to  aid  and 
improve  Sierra  Leone,  in  every  proper  way.  A  coalition  is 
generally  deemed  inexpedient,  but  the  (luestion  of  proximity 
will  deserve  mature  consideration. 

Sierra  Leone,  Thursday,  26th  March,  ]"I3. 

We  visited  the  schools  in  Freetown,  in  the  male  school 
were  about  200  neat,  active,  intelligent  boys,  divided 
into  t'lishi.  classes,  under  tlu-  sn|ierintendance  of  Mr.  Horlon, 
whose  persevtranco  and  fidelity  a^e  entitled  to  hioh  com- 
mendation. \\  e  saw  the  writing  of  the  boys,  and  beard  them 
read  and  s|»rll.  In  the  fenjtie  school  were  about  100  neatly- 
dressed  little  girU,  many  of  whom  could  read  and  sew. 
These  schools  uould  do  no  dishonour  to  an  English  or 
American  vill  Mj;e.  'i'here  was  not  a  while  cliild  in  either 
of  them.  I  believe  schools  of  white  children  seldom  give 
fairer  proofs  of  good  imp-oven- cnl. 

'J'he  number  in  ^-ll  ii'e  sel"  als  in  the  cclony,  inciiaiing 
some  adults,  does  not  lali  \uurb  :  lio  1  of  two  thousand.  This 
13  about  one  sixth  part  of  the  whole  pojuiation. 
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Sierra  Leone,  TiiJay,  27ih  March,  13lg. 

Ill  tlif  evening  we  met  the  principal  memhers  of  the 
Friendly  Society.  TJiis  Society  u<is  inslituied  among  the 
colonists  at  the  suggestion  of  the  late  Paul  Cullee.  .;ohn 
Ki/.ell  is  the  president.  We  made  a  lull  statement  of  our 
object.  All  appi^ared  to  be  much  gratified.  It  .vas  not  the 
first  notice  which  they  had  of  our  ilesi^jn,  as  we  brought 
many  letters  Iroin  tlieir  brethren  in  Boston  and  New-York. 
It  was  their  oj)inion  tiiat  where ve--  the  colony  might  be 
formed,  it  was  not  expedient  to  reipust  a  large  tract  of  land 
at  lirst,  as  ihe  kings  might  be  alarmed  lest  we  should  lake 
their  country  from  (hem.  if  we  can  gain  footing  in  an  eligible 
place,  there  will  not  be  much  diflkulty  in  obtaining  addi- 
tional grants  ht;reafter  as  the  land  may  be  wantfd.  One 
observed  that  if  a  man  of  great  wealth  should  come  and 
wish  to  buy  one  of  our  houses,  we  might  sell  it  to  him  ;  but 
if  he  should  wish  to  buy  all  Freetown,  an  alarm  would  be 
made  at  once. 

Some  of  the  kings  have  a  suspicion  lest  those  whom  they 
have  sold  to  slave  traders  should  return  and  revenge  on  them 
their  wrongs.  This  fear  would  be  increased  if  the  territory 
<lesired  was  of  great  extent.  One  man  who  was  sold  frt;m 
the  Shcrbro  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  has  lately  returned, 
lie  openly  asserted,  that  if  any  person  should  take  any  of 
his  family  and  sell  them,  he  would  kill  that  man  without  the 
least  hesitation. 

We  informed  the  meeting  of  our  design  to  go  tlown  the 
coast  to  Slierbro,  and  wisiied  to  know  .whether  they  would 
recomiJVJnd  any  of  their  nuiiiber  who  mighl  go  with  us  as 
interpreters  and  advisers.  It  was  understood  that  Mr.  Ki- 
zell  and  Mr.  IMartin  would  accompany  us. 

Eeibre  wc  parttJ,  we  addressed  our  prayers  to  (lod  ;  to 
whom  the  honour  and  glory  of  this  gre;.t  and  benevolent 
enterjjrise  will  belong,  if  it  is  carried  into  eQect. 

Salurdsy,  28th  March,  1818. 

Monday  we  expec!  lo  begin  our  lour  down  the  co.ist,  and 
have  been  mpch  occupied  v  )-day  in  making  prej'aralions. 
We  have  e.igaged  ..  sloop  of  iO  or  13  tons,  with  a  cajilain, 
five  fnr-nand  a  ivoy,  iil  UVicans,  at  six  dollars  per  day,  they 
finding  their  ov,  n  piuvisiotis.  Tilr.  B.  and  myself,  witli 
Messrs.  Kizell,  Martin,  and  Anderson,  our  pilot,  complete 
our  number.  We  have  laid  in  some  provisions,  c;;lcula(ing 
on  an  aiisence  of  three  or  four  wpf^k.-,  and  lrj\e  taken  some 
goods  wiiij  which  to  purchase  addjiional  'rovisioiK^  ami  to 
jnake  (he  nece^^sMry  presents  to  the  kings  and  headmen,  on 
whom  we  may  call. 
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Sabbath,  29th  March,  1SI8. 

Setting  out  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  coni[)auy 
witii  several  genllcinen,  we  rode  to  atlenil  public  worship 
at  rLegent's  'i'oun  and  tlie  Christian  Institution.  'I'lie 
Christian  Institution  is  a  hirge  school  lor  the  captured  chil- 
dren, established  l)}^  the  Church  iMissionary  Society,  and 
stantis  on  Leicester  mountain,  three  miles  ironi  Freetown. 
Regent's  town  is  two  miles  beyond  licicester  mountain,  and 
has  a  pojiulalion  of  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred,  who  have 
been  liberated  from  slave-ships  by  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court 
of  Sierra  Leone,  within  two  or  three  years  past. 

Our  horses  were  (|uite  interior,  not  more  than  twelve  hands 
high.    They  are  usually  brought  iVoin  the  Senegal.  European 
horses  will  not  live  long  in  this  country.     Just  out  of  the 
town  we  passed  the  burying  grounti,  which  occupies  an  acre 
and  a  half  of  land,  conveniently  situated,  and  enclosed  with 
a  good  wall.     In  less  than  a  mile  we  began   to  ascend  the 
mountain:  it  is  steep  in  some  places.     The  road  is  good  for 
horses,  l)ut  not  used  for  waggons  or  carts.     The  land  along 
the  road  is  covered  with  trees,  shru!)s,  pine  apple  plants,  and 
some  Avild  grass.     We  passed  one  colfee  plantation,  which 
is  productive,  and  of  considerable  extent.     Near  the  Insti- 
tution the  land,  in  one  direction,  lies  fair  for  cultivation,  and 
has  a  good  soil.     The  bojs  who  belong  to  the  school  have 
cleared  eight}'  or  a  himdred  acres.     This  Itistitution  accom- 
modates about  200  children  of  both  sexes,  who  arc  mostly 
named  and  suj>ported  by  individual  benefactors  in  England. 
These  are  children  once  destined  to  foreign  slavery,  now  fed, 
clothed,  governed,  and  carefully  taught  in  the  Christian  re- 
ligion.    Assembled  in  the  church  to  worship  God,  they  are 
a  spectacle  of  grateful  admiration;  and  their  state  hapftily 
exemplifies  the  divine  origin  and  holy  principles  of  the  reli- 
gion in  which  they  are  taught.     Regent's  Town  lies  in  a 
valley,  with  a  line  brook  running  through  it.     Some  hundreds 
of  acres  are  cleared  by  the  people.     It  has  the  appearance  of 
a  new  anil  flourishing  settlement.     The  wilderness  buds  and 
blossoms  like  the  rose.     Here  we  saw  two  hundred  children 
in  the  schools.     On  the  Sabbath  more  than  1000  of  the  chil- 
dren and  people  were  i)resent  in  the  church,  neatly  dressed, 
sober,  attentive  to  the  reading  of  the  word  of  tJod,  and  unit- 
ing their  voices  to  sing  his  praise. 

Mon,l:iy.  Will  March.  I.MS. 

A  part  of  the  day  has  been  occupieil  in  taking  our  depar- 
ture for  our  tour  down  the  coast.  Aliout  3  v.  m.  we  made 
sail  and  [jeat  our  way  down  to  Cape  Sierra  Leoue,  which  we 
passed  before  night.  As  our  African  captain  is  alraid  of 
damage  to  the  ship  by  rimning  in  the  night,  we  cnme  to  an- 
chor a  few  miles  from  the  Cape.     The  hVAi  riil'zes  of  the 
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mountains  present  a  pleasing  prospect,  and  the  more  so,as\re 
know  that  hosannas  are  siiug  to  Zion's  King  upon  their  very 
siininjit.  So  God  has  kindly  ordered:  the  chain  is  broken, 
and  the  captive  shxve  is  free. 

Plantain  Islands,  Tuesday,  Gift  March. 

This  morning  early  we  were  in  sight  of  the  Bananas. 
They  alTord  a  handsome  prospect.  We  propose  to  caii  ou 
Thomas  Caulker,  the  head-man  of  the  islands,  who  is  under- 
stood to  have  influence  with  Somano,  and  other  kings  in 
SSherbro.  The  main  land  is  in  sight.  The  ridges  run  near- 
ly parallel  to  the  coast.  Some  more  inland  ridges  overtop 
the  nearest.  All  are  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs  to  their 
summits.  Cape  Shilling  is  reckoned  thirty  miles  from  Cape 
Sierra  Leone. 

The  nearest  point  of  the  Bananas  to  Cape  Shilling  is  about 
six  or  seven  miles.  The  colonial  government  of  Sierra 
l-eone  have  commenced  an  establishment  at  Cape  Shilling, 
where  the  high  land  terminates. 

At  9  A.  iM,  we  anchored  off  the  Bananas,  and  went  to  pay 
our  respects  to  Caulker.  He  met  us  at  the  landing,  and  in- 
vited us  to  his  house.  Alter  we  had  conversed  together 
some  time,  and  walked  about  (he  town,  we  took  our  seats  in 
a  spacious  room,  furnished  with  chairs,  tables,  etc.  Mr.  K. 
presented  Mr.  C.  a  few  bars  of  tobacco  and  powder,  and  stat- 
ed to  him  our  character,  and  the  objects  of  our  visit  to  Africa. 
He  said  that  we  had  been  sent  by  tlie  friends  of  Africans  in 
America,  to  tind  a  place  where  a  colony  might  be  formed  to 
which  tlie  descendants  of  Africans  now  in  America  might 
resort ;  and  as  we  were  going  down  to  see  king  Sherbro,  we 
wished  to  consult  with  liim  too,  as  we  knew  that  he  had  con- 
siderable influence  with  those  on  whom  we  were  to  call. 
He  said  our  design  was  like  Paul  Cufifee's,  whom  Mr.  C.  had 
known.  I  then  observed  that  he  knew  how  the  people  had 
been  carried  from  this  country  some  hundreds  of  years  past. 
Many  of  Iheir  descendants  were  now  free.  Some  had  al- 
ready returned  to  this  country  :  others  wished  to  return  if  a 
good  place  could  be  found  for  a  colon},  and  the  kings  favoured 
the  j)lan.  Caulker,  who  nD^ears  to  be  a  sensible  man,  said, 
he  was  pleased  with  our  object  and  wished  we  might  suc- 
ceed. He  thought  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  this 
country,  if  a  colony  could  be  formed  at  Sherbro.  He  said  a 
settlement  might  be  formed  as  we  projiosed,  on  the  Cama- 
ranca  river,  which  he  claimed  as  his  territory  ;  but  that  large 
vessels  could  not  jass  the  bar  of  the  river.  We  said  that  on 
some  accounts  a  settlement  further  down  the  coast  wf)uld  be 
preferred,  as  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  claimed  the  north 
1)3 ok  of  the  Camaranca.     He  said  he  would  send  hia  son  am^ 
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ucpliew  with  us  (o  the  Plantains,  and  to  Sherbro,  to  tell  his 
tlesire  to  favour  us,  and  his  wish  that  they  uouUI  do  the  same. 
He  chariijed  the  young  men  to  tell  tlie  kings  our  object  was 
a  good  one. 

He  ordered  his  table  to  he  set.  It  was  furnished  with 
boiled  fowls,  and  cassada.  The  cassada  resembles,  in  taste 
and  shape,  the  artichoke.  When  coming  away,  he  gave  us 
a  sheep,  which  was  about  tlie  value  of  our  present  to  him. 
He  is  about  forty  j'cars  of  age,  and  has  a  large  family  of 
wives  and  children.  His  house  was  built  partly  by  a  Eu- 
ropean carpenter  from  Bance  Island.  The  jjrincipal  room 
is  about  30  feet  by  20,  well  floored  and  ceiled.  The  roof 
was  made  of  bamboo  poles  lash.ed  together,  and  thatched 
with  the  boughs  and  leaves  of  the  same;  the  roof  jutted 
over  so  far  as  to  become  a  rude  piazza  to  keep  off  the  sun 
and  rain.  There  were  twenty  or  thirty  houses  of  inferior 
structure  surrounding  the  one  now  described.  The  whole 
town  did  not  occupy  two  acres  of  ground,  aHd  the  trees  and 
shrubs  grew  close  around.  The  farms  for  cultivating  the 
rice,  cassada,  «^c.  were  two  or  three  miles  off.  The  highest 
point  of  land  may  be  more  than  300  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea.  There  are  about  one  hundred  inhabitants  on  the 
island.  TJie  island  is  reckoned  eight  miles  long,  Ij'ing  in 
3  d.  8  m.  north  lat.  It  is  said  to  be  fertile;  it  has  more  soil 
than  can  be  found  about  Sierra  Leone.  The  ground  ig 
cleared  for  rice  near  the  to[)  of  the  highest  ridge.  The 
people  generally  wear  few  clothes.  Caulker's  dress  was  a 
blue  cotton  jacket,  light  coloured  vest,  checked  trowsers,  a 
shirt  of  the  country  cloth,  a  common  hat,  and  a  red  silk 
handkerchief  around  the  neck.  Near  the  village  stood  some 
large  Pullom  trees,  on  one  of  which  v,e  saw  80  or  100  birds' 
nests  of  a  curious  structure.  The  binls,  about  as  large  as 
the  martin,  kept  up  a  continual  chiri)ing. 

"We  left  the  Bananas  at  12,  and  arrived  at  the  Plantains 
at  3  p.  M.  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  George  Caidker, 
head-man  of  the  Plantains,  is  a  nephew  of  Thonuis  Caulker 
of  the  Bananas,  and  has  spent  six  or  seven  years  in  England, 
for  education.  As  the  surf  ran  too  high  for  our  small  boat, 
we  made  a  signal  for  a  canoe  to  take  us  on  shore.  It  wag 
soon  along  side,  pa<!dled  by  si;^  men. 

The  head-man  received  us  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  in- 
vited us  into  his  house,  which  was  a  very  convenient  build- 
ing. We  laid  before  hi(n  a  small  present,  and  made  known 
the  object  of  our  visit.  He  expressed  a  fear  that  the  colony 
would  hereafter  claim  more  territory  than  it  oiiirbt.  Sierra 
Leone  had  now  become  powerful,  and  had  already  taken  a 
considerable  extent  of  territory  under  their  direction.     He 
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said  the  kings  would  have  less  objection  to  an  Americau 
colony  it  (lie  |>eo|)le  of  colour  were  to  govern  the  colony 
themselves,  'riiey  are  afraid  (hat  white  men  will  take  their 
country  from  them,  hut  they  will  not  have  the  same  fears  of 
their  brethren.  We  told  him  that  we  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  good  men,  in  our  country,  who  sent  us  here,  would 
be  well  satisfied  to  have  the  colonists  govern  themselves,  if 
the  proper  persons  could  he  found  among  them.  If  the  white 
peo;)le  should  interfere,  and  appoint  a  governor  of  the  colony, 
it  would  be  only  to  give  it  stability  and  security;  and,  what- 
ever part  they  might  take  at  first,  they  would  be  looking 
forward  to  the  time  w  hen  the  people  of  colour  should  govern 
themselves.  This  view  of  the  subject  seemed  very  satis- 
factory to  him,  and  he  said  his  sentiments  w  ere  the  same  as 
his  uncle's,  and  should  be  pleased  to  have  us  settle  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Camaranca. 

York  I-slanJ,  Wednpsday,  Ist  April. 

Last  night  we  anchored  in  seven  fathoms  water,  half  way 
between  the  Plantains  and  Sherbro  Island.  This  morning 
we  sailed  along  Sherbro  Island,  and  as  we  approached  Jen- 
kins we  saw  the  mouth  of  the  liagroo  river,  and  the  high- 
lands in  the  interior;  the  former  eight  or  ten  miles,  and  the 
latter  20  or  25  miles,  distant.  Sherbro  Island  is  usually 
estimated  at  22  miles  by  12,  in  extent.  At  10  a.  m.  we 
called  at  Samo,  a  town  of  20  huts,  on  the  island,  half  a  mile 
from  .lenkins  A  canoe  took  us  on  shore.  Somasa,  the 
head-man  of  Samo,  was  not  at  home.  William  Ado  is  the 
head-man  of  Jenkins.  'J'he  brother  of  Som;isa  accepted  our 
little  jiresent,  and  heard  our  words.  He  said  as  his  brother 
was  not  at  home,  he  coidd  not  turn  one  w  ay  or  the  other, 
i.  e.  presumed  not  to  express  his  opinion.  We  walked  about 
the  island,  found  the  water  good,  and  tlie  surface  15  or  20 
feet  above  the  sea.  Jenkins,  or  the  vicinity,  is  recommended 
to  us  as  a  good  place  to  liegin  a  colon}',  with  a  view  to  set- 
tle on  the  opposite  banks  of  the  liagroo.  Where  we  an- 
chored, within  a  (juarter  of  a  mile  of  the  shore,  the  water 
Avas  seven  fathoms  deep.  In  coming  from  Samo  we  passed 
Colmanda,  Jamaica,  and  Campelar.  This  last  place  belongs 
to  Mr.  Kizell,  who  bought  a  tract  of  about  500  acres  for  100 
bars  in  goods,  which  were  paid  to  king  Fara,  and  a  head- 
man named  Rango.  It  is  low,  has  a  few  houses,  and  is  said 
to  have  a  good  soil. 

At  3  p.  M.  we  arrived  at  York  Island,  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Anderson,  formerly  of  liaate  Island.  This  island  may 
be  two  miles  lonn,  and  one  broad,  is  low,  unhealthy,  and 
surrounded  with  mangroves.  The  mangroves  grow  several 
fpet  high,  and  have  much  the  same  appearance,  at  a  distauc*?. 
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as  the  wHlows  on  the  banks  and  islamls  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  place  where  we  landed  lias  10  or  12  huts,  and  is  closely 
surrounded  with  puUom,  palm,  cocoa,  banana,  and  planlain 
trees,  with  a  variety  of  other  trees  and  shrubs,  which  we 
have  not  learned  to  distinguish  bj'  any  appropriate- names- 
We  visited  the  ruins  ot  an  old  fort  or  castle — walls  very 
thick — bricks  uncommonly  red  and  hard — stone  of  a  qua- 
lity not  to  be  found  about  here — probably  built  200  years 
ago,  now  partly  washed  away  by  the  tides. 

BendoM,  Thursday,  2d  April. 

This  morning  we  came  to  Bendon.  King  Soniano  has 
three  villages  near  him,  and  owns  considerable  tracts  of  land 
in  dilfereiit  places.  Soon  after  we  anchored,  he  sent  a  canoe 
on  board  to  know  who  were  come.  The  messenger  was 
told  that  two  gentlemen  had  come  from  America  to  see  him. 
We  were  [)leased  to  learn  that  Safah  of  Chaa  was  here,  as  it 
would  be  necessarj'  to  see  him  likewise. 

At  10  A.  M.  we  went  on  shore  and  found  king  Somano 
seated  in  the  Palaver-house.  This  is  only  a  conical  roof, 
siijjported  by  posts,  leaving  an  area  about  twenly  feet  in 
diameter.  Mr.  K.  took  his  seat  near  the  king;  Mr.  B.  and 
myself  nearly  in  front.  Safah  soon  made  his  appearance, 
marching  along  between  the  mud-walled  cottages,  dressed  in 
a  silver-laced  coat,  a  superb  thiee-cornered  hat,  a  njantle 
around  his  neck  hanging  nearly  to  the  ground,  blue  bat'fa 
trowsers,  considerably  the  worse  for  wear;  without  stockings 
oi-  shoes,  Somano  was  dressed  in  a  common  gown  and  [>anta- 
loons,  with  hat  and  shoes.  Safah  is  large,  has  a  broad  African 
face,  and  an  inquisitive  eye.  Somano  is  rather  slender,  and 
has  a  face  less  striking:  both  are  nearly  sixty  years  of  age. 
After  a  full  introduction  to  the  kings,  we  had  to  shake  hands 
with  the  men  and  women,  who  had  collected  arountl  to  the 
number  of  40  or  30.  Some  of  our  party  went  to  the  schooner 
lor  our  present,  before  the  palaver  could  be  opened.  Mr. 
K.  left  his  handkerchief  in  the  chair  as  a  pledge  that  he 
would  come  back.  Our  present  consisted  ol"  a  piece  of  bafta, 
a  keg  of  powder,  a  few  bars  of  tobacco,  and  a  small  jar  of 
rum.  The  last  article  Mr,  K.  was  re(piested  to  obtain  ior  us, 
as  we  were  told  they  would  in  no  case  hold  a  palaver  with- 
out it;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  our  information  cor- 
rect. 'J'hese  people  are  only  children  of  a  larger  giowth, 
and  we  would  hope  by  a  temporary  conformity,  gradually  to 
wean  them  from  their  vicious  customs.  One  jar  only  was 
first  set  belore  them :  they  contended  (hat  there  were  two 
kings,  and  lliey  must  have  two  bottles  :  nor  ^\  ou!(f  they  j  ield 
this  point  until  a  second  was  produced.  The  jialavtr  now 
went  on.     Mr.  K.  stated,  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  (he 
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nature  and  objects  of  our  visit:  That  we  came  from  America, 
from  Washington,  the  capital  of  the  United  States:  that  wise 
and  good  men  had  agreed  to  help  the  black  people  who  wish- 
ed to  come  to  this  country :  that  the  design  was  a  good  one, 
and  would  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  black  people, 
both  in  America  and  Africa  ;  that  if  they  should  sell  or  give 
tracts  of  their  unimproved  lands,  the  people  who  came  would 
introduce  more  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  of  agriculture  : 
would  buy  such  things  as  they  had  to  sell,  and  would  sell  to 
them  such  things  as  they  wanted.  They  listened  with  at- 
tention. We  made  additional  statements,  with  which  they 
ex[)iessed  their  satisfaction.  Bafah  inquired  if  we  had  any 
book  with  us.  We  told  him  w'e  had.  Mr.  B.  read,  and  Mr. 
K.  interpreted  some  parts  of  our  instructions,  particularly  the 
article  which  directs  us  to  visit  Sherbro. 

During  the  discussion  the  kings  suggested  fears  that  an 
American  colony  would  do  as  Sierra  Leone  bad  done,  (re- 
ferring to  a  war  which  in  the  event  dispossessed  king  Thorn 
of  the  country  adjacent  to  the  colony.)  Mr.  K.  defended 
Sierra  Leone,  and  made  the  kings  submit  to  the  truth  of  his 
argument.  They  said  they  were  younger  brothers  of  Sher- 
bro, and  must  wait  his  answer.  If  we  had  applied  to  them 
for  land,  they  would  have  given  their  consent :  now  they  are 
not  able  to  give  an  answer,  but  will  send  a  man  to  speak 
their  mind  to  Sherbro.  They  thanked  us  for  our  present, 
but  made  no  return.  Indeed  we  could  hardly  have  desired 
their  bounty,  as  they  are,  and  ever  will  be,  poor,  while  their 
indolent  habits  are  indulged.  They  possess  much  good  land, 
but  do  not  cultivate  one  acre  in  iiity,  if  one  in  five  hun^ 
dred.  The  banks  of  Sherbro  bay  are  low,  not  exceeding 
twenty  feet  above  the  sea.  Some  |)laces  are  occasionally 
overflowed  with  the  tide,  and  covered  with  mangroves.  High 
lands  may  be  seen  between  the  Bagroo  and  Deong  rivers. 
We  arc  inclined  to  think  the  first  station  should  be  on  Sher- 
bro island,  near  Jenkins,  and  the  principal  settlements  on 
the  Bagroo,  nearly  o[)posite.  Sherbro  bay  has  much  the  ap- 
j)earance  of  the  Mississippi  river  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  and  jNatchez.  The  islands  are  numerous.  The  land 
on  Sherbro  island  is  flat  and  sandy,  but  covered  with  a  luxu- 
riant growth  of  trees,  shrubs,  vines,  pine  apple  plants,  etc. 
The  water  is  good,  though  less  cold  than  in  more  northern 
latitudes. 

During  oiir  conversation,  the  kings  named  some  articles 
which  our  people  must  bring  hereafter,  if  an  arrangement  be 
made  for  li\ini.  One  wanted  a  large  hat,  shoes,  etc.;  the 
other  wanted  a  silver-headed  caue,  clothes,  and  especially  a 
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black  horse  tail,  furnished  ^vith  an  elegant  handle,  which 
is  the  ijadge  of  royalty  in  this  country. 

Alter  the  palaver  was  over,  the  ruin  was  served  round  in 
a  small  gia^s.  Some  became  merry  and  noisy.  We  walk- 
ed to  (wo  other  villages  on  the  bank,  and  returned  to  the 
schooner  at  3  p.  m. 

We  had  not  been  long  on  board  when  we  received  a  trou- 
blesome visit  from  Somano  and  some  of  his  men.  He  said 
he  came  to  |)ay  his  respects  to  us,  and  it  was  the  custom 
when  the  king  came  on  hoard  a  vessel,  to  be  treated  with 
rum,  etc.  We  excused  ourselves  that  we  were  not  on 
board  our  own  ship,  and  could  not  treat  the  king  with  the 
same  respect  as  we  might  in  our  own  country.  He  left  us 
tolerably  satisfied,  after  being  regaled  with  a  bottle  of  Avine, 
and  receiving  some  pipes  for  his  tobacco;  but  on  shore  he 
complained  of  our  incivility.  He  has  been  long  acquainted 
with  slave  traders,  and  it  w^ould  be  strange  if  he  supported  a 
dilierent  character  under  the  tuition  of  such  men. 

Some  of  his  people  brought  on  board  some  mats,  honey, 
palm-oil,  and  rice,  to  trade. 

Near  the  Palaver-house  was  a  little  thatched  hut,  not 
larger  than  a  spread  umltrella,  called  the  witch  or  devil's 
house.  It  was  tilled  with  shells,  bits  of  cloth,  etc.  In  walk- 
ing out  from  the  village,  I  passed  by  the  deviPs  bush,  a 
thicket  of  shrubs  and  vines  nearly  impenetrable  by  any  one. 
If  a  woman  should  be  lound  in  this  bush,  she  would  suffer 
death  accortliug  to  the  law  of  the  Purrah.  When  we  were 
at  the  Bananas,  I  saw  a  man,  who  was  tattooed,  with  marks 
and  lines  on  his  face,  back,  and  hreast :  and  inquired  of 
Caulker  the  reason  of  it.  He  said  he  was  what  the  English 
would  call  a  free  mason,  a  Purrah,  and  known  to  his  brethren 
by  these  marks. 

In  this  land  where  altars  are  erected  to  devils,  we  sung 
the  hymn,  "  Scilvation,  oh  the  joyful  sound,''  etc.  A  num- 
ber of  the  natives  were  present  at  our  evening  prayer  and 
behaved  well. 

Yonic,  Friday.  3d  April. 

Improving  the  wind  and  the  tide,  we  crossed  the  bay  six 
or  eight  miles  to  Yonie,  where  king  Sherbro  lives.  The 
islands  and  the  main  land  |)resent  a  very  verdant  and  hand- 
some jirospect. 

At  8  A.  M.  anchored  at  Yonic,  and  Messrs.  Kizell  and  Mar- 
tin went  on  short  to  prefiare  the  way  for  our  init'rview  with 
king  Sherbro  and  the  prince  Kong  t'ouber.  We  may  safely 
trust  oiM  friend  K.  N'.  man's  heart  can  be  more  ardent  lor 
the  success  of  our  objn.t,  Kud  no  man  in  Alrieu  could  [)-o- 
bably  be  so  useful  to  us  unUer  present  circumstances.    After 
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his  return  in  the  afternoon,  he  gave  us  the  following  narra- 
tive. He  met  Kong  Couher  hy  the  water  side,  who  took  him 
by  the  hand  and  led  him  to  his  house.  He  told  the  j-rince 
that  two  gentlemen,  strangers  of  king  Sheibro,  liad  come. 
They  are  from  America,  the  city  of  Washington,  and  the 
kings  and  head  men  there.  They  are  sent  to  see  king  Sher- 
bro,  and  obtain  a  place  for  some  black  people  who  are  free 
in  that  country,  and  will  come  to  ait  down  by  king  Sherbro, 
if  he  will  give  some  ground  where  they  may  settle.  The 
offer  is  made  to  Sherbro,  but  if  he  refuses  it,  the  people  will 
be  settled  in  another  place.  If  he  gives  them  a  place,  it 
will  be  a  great  advantage  to  his  children  and  peo[)le ;  for 
these  people  will  bring  the  arts  and  knowledge  of  cultivation, 
and  will  establish  schools  to  learn  the  children.  We,  old 
men,  must  die  soon.  The  children  will  be  instructed  and 
know  more  than  their  fathers.  These  people  A\iil  inake 
things  cheaper  and  plentier;  they  will  come  in  quiet,  with- 
out quarrel?}  and  fightings.  U  our  people  do  bad,  there  must 
be  a  regular  palaver  and  no  arms  taken  up.  If  your  people 
do  bad,  the  business  must  be  settled  the  same  way.  If  it  be 
a  great  crime,  1  suppose  the  bad  man  will  be  shut  up  and 
made  to  work  hard,  and  no  lives  taken.  H'you  want  to 
know  the  truth  of  these  things,  you  may  send  some  of  your 
eons  to  America  for  education,  and  perha|)s  some  head  men 
to  see  what  these  men  say  is  true.  To  all  this,  and  to  each 
sentence,  he  said,  h^m,  hem. 

Not  finding  the  |)rince  tlisposed  to  say  much, 'Mr.  K.  sent 
]Mr.  iVI.  for  a  bottle  of  wine  and  a  little  tobacco.  He  drank 
a  little  of  it,  and  gave  the  rest  to  his  people.  He  then  sent 
two  fowls  on  board  for  our  dinner. 

The  prince  then  told  3Ir.  K.  that  all  he  said  was  true  and 
good.  But  he  was  only  a  boy,  and  could  say  nothing  before 
he  saw  the  king.  He  could  give  no  answer;  he  must  call 
all  the  head  men  together,  and  tell  them  the  business,  that 
they  might  speak  their  mind,  for  the  country  belonged  to  all 
the  kings  and  head  men.  But  he  would  hold  a  palaver  to- 
morrow and  hear  what  the  gentlemen  would  say. 

This  |)rince,  Kong  Couber,  is  the  son  of  old  king  Sherbro. 
It  is  a  custom  of  the  people,  when  a  king  dies,  to  select  a 
king  from  another  family.  While  one  of  another  family  en- 
joys the  name  of  king,  this  prince  has  the  ability  to  preserve 
the  power  in  his  own  hands.  He  is  a  man  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  skilled  in  palavers.  We  shall  probably  be  de- 
tained a  week  at  least.  It  is  imjjossible  to  foresee  the  result. 
We  now  propose  to  obtain  a  pledge  that  we  may  occupy 
some  miles  square  on  Sherbro  Island  opposite  the  Bagroo, 
and  tracts  of  land  on  that  river  including  the  mountains  20 
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or  25  miles  up.  The  country  is  represented  fertile,  with 
very  few  inhabitants,  and  esj-ecially  in  the  hilly  parts  healthy. 
I.arge  vessels  may  safely  come  to  Jenkins,  and  there  are  lour 
fathoms  water  up  the  Bagroo. 

Yoiiio,  Saturc!ny,  4th  April,  1818. 

The  morning  cloudy^  the  thermometer  stands  at  80°  ; 
the  extremes  of  temperature  whicli  I  have  noticetl  since  I 
left  Sierra  Leone,  were  97'*  and  '60°. 

The  loud  and  confused  cries  of  the  natives  in  the  village, 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  one  of  the  women,  attracted  our 
attention  at  an  early  hour.  These  lamentations  for  the  dead 
often  continue  a  coiisiderable  lime.  When  the  inhabitants 
of  the  surrounding  villages  come  into  the  place  where  the 
death  has  (  ccurred,  thev  commence  their  cries. 

We  have  ascertained  tliat  liie  account  which  J.  Banna, 
the  African,  g^^ve  us  in  London,  is  correct.  He  has  a  brother 
living  iu  the  Galiinas.  We  have  not  ascertained  whether 
his  father  is  alive.  The  rock  to  which  lie  referred,  sj)lii  into 
two  parts,  and  one.  part  standing  erect,  and  visible  ihree 
dajs'  joinue;,  off,  appears  to  be  a'<  inaccess-ibie  ledge,  the 
resort  of  wil-l  !;irds.  Banna,  who  expressed  an  ardent  desire 
to  bring  his  brelhren  to  a  knowledge  of  the  trulh,  may  yet 
be  a  nless'ng  to  his  country. 

We  went  on  shore  to  attend  the  palaver.  Kong  Coi'.ber 
met  us  v.here  wc  landed,  in  a  fiiemlly  iiianner,  and  intro- 
duced Ut  to  king  Sherbro.  He  was  sitting  in  the  door  of  his 
hut,  barefoot,  with  a  cap  and  three-corp.ered  hat  on  his  head, 
dressed  in  a  calico  gown,  and  some  folds  of  country  cloth, 
with  a  large  silver-headed  cane  in  his  left  hand,  and  a  horse 
tail,  the  regal  badge,  in  his  right-  He  is  about  sixty  3  ears 
of  ae^e.  We  walked  together  under  a  large  cola  tree,  which 
furnished  an  excellent  shade.  Sherbro  seated  liirnseH'  in  a 
great  chair,  3ir.  K.  on  his  right  hand  ;  Couber  on  a  large  mat 
before  the  king ;  Mr.  B.  and  myself  near  the  foot  of  the  tree 
in  front:  the  people,  50  or  GO  in  number,  were  seated  in  a 
circle,  some  on  m.'ls,  and  some  on  the  ground;  the  women 
ami  children  around  tlie  circle  behind  the  men  Some  of 
the  ueo[>le  were  dressed  in  gov/ns,  extending  from  the  neck 
to  the  feet;  some  in  blankeis  of  the  country  cloth,  wrai)ped 
around  the  body ;  some,  particularly  the  young,  in  n.irrow 
6lri[»s  of  clotii;  while  the  children  were  not  burdened  with 
any  clothes  at  all. 

Our  present  f«f  bafta,  tobacco.  &:c.  was  placed  on  a  mat  ia 
the  centre  of  the  circle.  After  the  usual  ceremonies  in  open- 
ing a  palaver,  our  charricter,  and  the  ol)iect  of  our  visit  was 
made  known.  Good  and  great  men,  in  America,  had  sent  us 
to  talk  to  king  Sherbro  about  the  children  of  those  African 
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people,  who,  iu  times  past  have  been  carried  from  Africa  Co 
America.  Some  of  them  are  free  to  go  where  they  |»lease, 
and  some  of  them  think  of  returning  to  the  land  of  their  fa- 
thers. Some  people  in  our  country  think  of  helping  them, 
and  have  sent  us  to  speak  with  Sherbro  and  other  kings,  to 
see  if  lands  may  be  given  to  theae  strangers  to  sit  down  quiet- 
ly. The  people  who  come,  by  cultivating  the  ground,  and 
by  a  knowledge  of  the  arts,  will  increase  the  necessaries  and 
conveniencies  of  life.  We  come  as  messengers  of  peace  and 
good  tidings — no  arms  in  our  hands — wish  no  war.  If  the 
kings  consent  to  our  wishes,  and  the  people  obtain  a  quiet 
settlement  here,  we  think  they  will  establish  schools  to  in- 
struct all  the  children.  They  will  bring  the  book  of  God 
with  them;  and  when  you  are  able  to  understand  it,  we  hope 
it  will  make  you  more  happy  while  you  live  here,  and  after 
you  die.  What  word  will  king  Sherbro  send  back  to  the 
people  in  our  country  ? 

Parts  of  our  instructions  were  read,  with  many  additional 
observations,  and  the  whole  was  carefully  interpreted,  as  we 
read  or  spoke. 

Kona;  Couber,  who  managed  the  whole  business  on  their 
part,  replied,  all  you  say  is  well,  very  well :  but,  said  he  to 
Mr.  K.  5'ou  say  you  called  on  Caulker  :  why  did  not  Caulker 
send  his  present  to  king  Sherbro  ?  David  Caulker  answered, 
his  uncle  was  poor,  and  had  nothing  in  his  hand  to  send 
when  they  came  away.  But,  said  Couber,  Caulker  ought 
to  hare  sent  something  to  his  father.  These  men  were  sent 
to  king  Sherbro,  why  did  they  call  on  Somano  and  Safah 
before  they  came  to  me?  We  told  him,  it  was  convenient 
to  us  to  call  on  them  as  we  came  down;  and  no  disres[)ect 
was  designed  to  Sherbro,  as  we  were  not  minutely  informed 
of  the  rank  of  the  kings,  or  the  customs  of  the  country.  How 
would  j'^ou  like  it,  &aid  he,  when  a  table  was  set  for  yourself, 
that  your  child  should  sit  down  before  you  and  you  eat  af- 
terwards ?  But  why  did  not  Somano  and  Safah  come  and 
speak  their  mind  to  Sherbro  ?  Tasso,  Somano's  deputy,  said, 
that  king  Somano  sent  him  to  hear  what  Sherbro  would  say, 
that  he  might  know  what  answer  to  give  to  the  strangers. 
All  this  was  unsatisfactory.  It  was  concluded  that  no  an- 
swer could  be  given  until  Safah  and  Somano  came.  Tasso 
was  sent  to  call  them. 

The  palaver  lasted  between  three  and  four  hours.  Des- 
patch  iu  business  is  what  African  kings  know  nothing  of. 
They  will  talk  around  a  subject  for  hours  without  coming  to 
the  point- 
In  the  evening,  the  natives  renewed  their  lamentations  for 
the  dead,  with  dancing,  beating  on  a  drum,  etc.     The  raueic 
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IB  dull  and  nionotonouB.  When  a  king,  or  head-man  dies,  they 
make  much  parade.  I).  Caulker  says,  that  during  the  cry 
for  old  Caulker,  the  people  came  from  all  the  country,  and 
drank  twenty  puncheons  of  rum. 

Mr.  K.  is  a  second  Paul  Cuffee.  He  has  a  good  mind  and 
considerable  knowledge.  His  writings  discover  him  to  be  a 
man  of  sense  and  worth.  He  has  a  good  heart,  and  no  one 
can  be  more  anxious  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare 
of  Africans,  and  their  descendants.  He  has  enlarged  views, 
and  believes  with  the  fullest  confidence,  that  the  time  has 
arrived,  when  the  descendants  of  Africans  abroad  shall  be- 
gin to  return  to  their  own  country.  His  mind  relies  on  the 
promise  of  God,  "  Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  forth  her  hands 
unto  God."  He  says,  if  we  can  fix  on  a  proper  place  for  a 
colony,  our  people  may  come  out  by  hundreds  and  thousands, 
and  we  need  not  fear  the  consequences,  only  sending  some 
men  of  education  and  piety  to  be  their  conductors  and  guides. 
Africa  is  the  land  of  black  men,  and  to  Africa  they  must 
and  will  come.  It  is  at  present  a  wide  aEd  fertile  wilder- 
ness ;  but  it  may  be  made  to  bud  and  blossom  like  the  rose. 
As  for  land,  he  says,  it  belongs  to  Africans  abroad,  as  well 
as  those  now  in  this  country ;  and  if  they  are  disposed  to  re- 
turn, land  they  must  and  shall  have.  They  have  not  for- 
feited a  right  to  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers,  by  being 
carried  by  force  from  their  country.  The  good  people  in 
America  have  only  to  help  them  to  get  back,  and  assist  them 
a  year  or  two,  until  they  can  help  themselves.  Then  if  they 
will  not  work,  the  fault  is  their  own.  They  certainly  will 
not  freeze  nor  starve.  Let  any  class  of  the  people  of  colour 
come,  only  give  us  a  few  who  will  be  good  leaders  of  the 
the  rest.  He  urges  the  plan  of  colonization,  among  other 
reasons,  on  the  ground,  that  it  will  prevent  insurrection 
among  the  slaves — remove  some  bad  men  who  will  not  have 
the  same  opportunity  to  do  mischief  here  as  there — bring 
into  this  country  some  good  men,  Avho  will  shine  as  lights  in 
this  dark  world — give  an  opportunity  to  masters  who  are 
disposed  to  release  their  slaves,  and  thus  promote  a  gradual 
emancipation — provide  a  home  for  many  oppressed  free  men, 
and  confer  infieite  blessings  on  this  country.  Mr.  K.  thinks 
the  greater  part  of  the  people  of  colour,  who  are  now  in 
America,  will  yet  return  to  Africa. 

Yonii;,  Sabbath,  5lh  April,  1818. 

Called  on  Kong  Couber  at  his  thatched  cottage.  Mr.  K. 
told  him  it  was  our  sabbath,  devoted  to  the  service  of  God 
in  christian  countries,  when  God's  book  was  read  before  the 
people.  He  answered,  all  people  should  be  glad  to  hear 
God's  book — It  was  the  best  book — God's  palaver  was  the 


36 


old  and  good  palaver.     I  staled  to  liim  the  belief  of  good 
peoi-'ie  in  A.rjenca,  resjiectiiig  the  creation  of  Uie  world,  the 
sinf.ii  state  of  I'laitkinn,  and  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus 
Chiist.     1  referred  hi.n  lo  the  blessings  which  the  christian 
reli;;ion  cojsfcis  on  the  persons  and  nations  who  embrace  it, 
and  coat la 3 ted  the  stale  of  the  American  and  African  people, 
noi"i^*!i\g  even  the  necessaries  and  conveuieijces  of  life  which 
tve  enjoyed  and  of  which  tiiey  were  destitute.     J   told  him 
our   aiosi   preciouo  comforts  were  derived   from   the  love  of 
God  and  au  obedience  to   his  commands.     1  spoke  of  the 
future  judgment,  when  we  cuist  al!  appear  before   tJod,  to 
give  an  account  of  the  deeds  done  here  in  the  body,  when, 
as  our  conduct  had  been  good  or  bad  in  the  sight  ol  God, 
we  diiould  receive  a  sentence  of  approbation  or  condemna- 
tion; that,  I  hough   tlie   body  is  laid   in   the  grave,  the  soul 
lives,  and  will  hereafter  be  united  with  the  body,  etc.  etc. 
I  urged  the  imporJaacc  of  wot«hij)i>ing  God  Mnd  not  devils; 
that  God,  who  was  the  Possessor  of  the  Avorld,  would  be  an- 
gry with  any  people  who  erected  altars  to  devils,  and  would 
visit  them  in  judgnicni ;   that  the  devil  was  only  a  creature, 
and  had  no  more  power  than  God  gave  him.     1  told  him  all 
in  cliii^tian  countries  were  not  good  people;   he   had  seea 
many  from  America  and  Enghmd  who  were  bad  men.     Mr. 
K.  named  perhaps  ■  a   dozen  foreigners  with   whom  Oouber 
had  been  acquainted,  who  were  slave-traders,  and  bad  iiien, 
■who  did  not  prosper,  but  died  poor  and  vvicrchrd,  often  leav- 
ing their  childreji  cast   upon  the   world   friendless   and  ne- 
glected.     He  said  that  th^  atfli-.tticis  which  some  of  tlie  na- 
tives suSered,  were  the  judi!;!npnt8  ot    God   for   their  sins: 
here   the   leopard   comes  and;  sometimes,  drives  the  people 
away  from  a  town  ;   a  shr.rk  or  an  aliigrdof  catches   a   boy, 
and  you  say  he  was  kiiiod  by  a  witch,  ^nd  gc  and  sell  a 
wht'ic  family  into  slavery.     Such  things,  wtie  not  known  in 
En:;Iand  or  America. 

Kong  Couber  listened  with  a  serious  counteua-ice  and 
fixed  attention.  I  couid  not  buv  bvlj;;ve  th:-.:  he  was  im- 
pressed with  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  v/hnt  was  said. 
Mr.  K.  told  Couber  that  he  had  been  'n  St.-e:!)ro  about  twenty 
years,  but  he  never  knew  two  so  good  men  con)e  lo  it  on  so 
good  an  errand. 

Wf  learn  that  the  young  men  in  this  and  the  adjacent 
towns  are  in  favour  of  the  contem^.lc.ted  c\.  'Ony.  Tl.ey  think 
it  will  be  a  good  thing  tor  the  country,  ^^iid.  .iiake  them  know 
more.  The  con&f  ?.t  of  the  kings  will  probably  be  oi)tained 
for  lands. 

Since  Mr.  K.  has  been  in  this  c  .  .•'*ry,  he  V.a?  ^t.-ed  five 
or  six  persous  from  death  ;   some  condemned  for  witchcraft, 
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ami  some  for  crimes  they  never  committed.  Some  of  these 
were  nearly  dead  l,>y  the  excessive  quantities  of  red  watcf 
which  they  had  been  compelled  to  driuk.  He  has  some- 
times paid  50  or  100  bars  to  save  one  from  these  supersti- 
tious murderers.  He  has  also  rescued  15  or  20  persons  from 
foreign  slavery,  sometimes  l)y  interposing  his  authority,  but 

more  commonly  by  purchase.     He  speaks  ot  ■  , 

a  head-man  of  vile  cliaracter,  who  is  engaged  in  furnish- 
ing slaves  tor  the  ships  now  at  Gallinas,  about  50  miles 
down  the  coast.  It^is  asserted  that  seven  or  eight  vessels 
are  now  lying  ofl' that  river,  waiting  for  cargoes;  one  of 
which  unfurls  the  American  flag,  armeil  with  twenty  guns, 
and  belonging  to ,  who  professes  to  be  an  Ame- 
rica!-, citizen.  It  is  high  time  for  the  American  government 
to  guard  against  the  violation  of  their  laws,  at  least  by  Ame- 
rican citizens,  and  to  interpose  their  authority  to  check  this 
barbarous  traffick. 

Voniei  Monday,  fiih  April,   1818. 

Safah  and  Somano  have  uOt  arrived.  We  have  been  some 
miles  towards  tlie  Sliebar,  and  called  at  several  places  on 
the  island.  The  ground  is  ten  or  fifteen  feet  above  tide- 
water; the  soil  is  sandy;  some  clear  sjtaces  of  two  or  three 
miles,  are  covered  with  wild  grass  and  some  few  palm  trees  ; 
a  cassada  tield,  well  fenced,  promised  an  abundant  crop. 
Mx.  iM.  who  walked  without  shoes,  complained  much  of  the 
heat  of  the  sand. 

We  called  at  one  place,  where  were  five  or  six  women, 
sitting  near  their  huts,  under  the  shade  of  a  cocoa  tree.  All 
wereatwoiiv;  one  was  spinning  cotton  on  two  sticks,  ac- 
cording to  ihe  custom  of  the  country  ;  another  was  making 
a  basket;  another  weaving  a  mat,  &c.  Near  a  dozen  little 
children  were  playing  around,  or  sleeping  on  the  sand  in  the 
shade.  A  man  soon  came  up,  accepted  a  few  leaves  of  to- 
bacco, and  gave  us  some  cool  bamboo  wine.  It  is  very  re- 
freshing and  pleasant  to  the  taste,  though  not  esteemed 
licalthy  in  large  quantities. 

Wft  stojjped  at  two  or  three  islands  in  the  bay,  not  more 
than  h.ilfa  mile  in  extent,  low  and  covered  with  mangroves. 
W^e  shot  a  few  birds,  and  made  some  unsuccessful  attempts 
at  fi:>hing. 

Mr.  K.  has  spent  a  part  of  the  day  with  the  king  and  [»eo 
pie.  He  thinks  we  have  a  fair  [)rospect  of  obtaining  Linds, 
botli  for  a  commerci«i|  town  or  towns,  on  the  coast,  and  more 
extended  settlements  in  the  interior.  We  have  been  atVaid 
to  attack  the  sui.ierstitious  customs  of  the  [teople,  while  our 
negotiations  were  pending;  but  they  have  always  li^tened 
to  us  with  attention,  and  Mr.  K.  says  they  are  pleased  v.ilh 
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the  idea  that  our  people  will  build  churches  for  the  worship 
of  the  true  God,  and  will  teach  the  children  to  r^ad  the 
words  in  God's  book. 

Mr.  K.  conducted  our  evening  worship,  and  prayed  ear- 
nestly for  Africans,  their  descendants  in  foreign  lands,  the 
Colonization  Society,  their  agents,  &c.  &c.  He  does  not 
allow  that  this  plan  originated  in  America,  but  insists  that 
it  had  its  origin  in  heaven  ;  and  he  has  much  greater  con- 
fidence than  the  Managers  of  the  Colonization  Society,  that 
their  plans,  if  pursued  with  prudence  and-vigour,  will  be  com- 
pletely successful.  He  has  great  influence  in  Sherbro,  owns 
considerable  tracts  of  land  here,  and  is  acknowledged  by  the 
natives  to  be  a  head-man  of  the  country.  The  districts  of 
country  on  which  we  are  fixing  our  thoughts,  are  recom- 
mended by  a  number  of  persons  as  the  best  for  our  objects 
on  this  part  of  the  coast.  They  hav«  good  water,  rapids 
in  the  rivers  for  mills,  and  a  soil  suited  to  rice,  coffee,  cot- 
ton, &c.  We  can  see  distinctly,  as  we  lay  off  Yonie,  the 
high  range  of  mountains  to  the  right  of  the  Bagroo,  perhaps 
twentj'-tive  miles  distant. 

We  have  no  intelligence  from  Safah  and  Somano.  We 
must  wait  with  patience  on  these  people.  Some  years  ago, 
a  destructive  war  raged  between  Caulker  and  Cleveland,  in 
which  most  of  the  Bullom  people  were  enlisted  on  one  side 
or  the  other.  Sherbro  was  for  Cleveland,  Safah  and  Soma- 
no were  for  Caulker.  A  cessation  of  arms  was  effected  by 
a  governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  but  his  early  death  prevented 
the  consummation  of  the  treaty,  and  mutual  jealousies  have 
existed  ever  since.  They  have  not  seen  each  other  for 
years.  Sherbro  wishes  to  improve  this  opportunity  to  bring 
them  together.  As  the  country  is  common  property,  one 
dares  not  move,  until  he  knows  the  mind  of  the  rest. 

Yonie,  Tuesday,  7th  April,   1813. 

Mr.  Martin,  D.  and  R.  Caulker,  and  one  of  Sherbro's 
men,  were  sent  on  an  embassy  after  Safah  and  Somano,  and 
forbidden  to  sleep  before  they  returned. 

We  have  had  much  conversation  on  the  organization  and 
government  of  the  firoposed  colony.  The  natives  need  not 
be  feared.  They  are  not  numerous,  have  few  arms,  timid  in 
disjiosition,  jealous  of  each  other,  and  broken  up  into  small, 
independent,  elective  governments.  There  is  little  reason 
to  fear  a  general  combination  among  them,  and  their  strength 
would  be  small  if  they  should  combine  together.  If  the  Si- 
erra Leone  colony  should  continue  favourable,  and  throw  no 
obstacles  in  our  way,  that  will  keep  the  native  people  in 
awe.  Should  our  settlement  prosper,  it  will  in  two  or  three 
vears  be  fully  competent  to  defend  itself  without  aid  from 
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our  country ;  and  previously  to  that  time,  a  single  ai'med 
sloop  or  brig,  sent  to  execute  the  abolition  laws,  would  give 
to  our  settlements  perfect  security.  If  the  |)eo[)le  were 
troublesome,  fire  a  big  gun  out  in  the  bay,  and  they  would 
all  fly  to  the  bush,  and  not  an  individual  be  found. 

Great  attention  should  be  paid  to  select  a  proper  peraoa 
for  governor.  Mr.  K.  is  not  free  to  express  his  opinion  de- 
cidedly, but  thinks  it  may  be  best  for  the  first  few  years  to 
have  a  white  governor,  a  man  of  considerable  age,  and  g.eat 
moderation  and  prudence.  If,  however,  a  Paul  Cuffee  could 
be  found  among  the  people  of  colour,  who  was  disposed  to 
come  out  to  this  country,  it  might  be  well  to  appoint  him  go- 
vernor: in  this  case,  great  care  should  be  taken  to  select 
men  of  good  character  for  the  first  colonists,  and  some  white 
men  of  firm  integrity  might  properly  come  with  them  as 
judges  and  counsellors. 

Sherbro  island  has  no  cattle  or  horses.  The  goats  and 
sheep  thrive  well  and  grow  fat.  Domestic  fowls  are  quite 
numerous.  There  are  on  the  island  wild  hogs,  a  species  of 
deer,  porcupines,  monkeys,  guinea-hens,  pigeons,  parrots, 
and  a  great  variety  of  birds.  Rice,  corn,  cassada,  yams, 
sweet  potatoes,  bananas,  plantains,  cocoa  nuts,  oranges, 
limes,  etc.  are  found  here;  also  cotlee,  indigo,  and  cotton. 
There  are  many  medicinal  roots  and  plants  and  woods, 
barks,  and  leaves  for  colouring,  known  lo  the  natives.  Fish 
are  said  to  be  numerous,  and  of  a  good  quality. 

Mr.  K.  brought  some  cattle  from  the  Kittam  country  to 
this  island  some  years  ago,  w^hich  grew  large  and  fat. 

Somano  and  Safah  arrived  to-day ;  but  another  circum- 
stance has  occurred,  which  will  delay  our  negotiations  :  one 
of  Kong  Couber's  wives  die«l  this  morning,  and  the  cry  for 
her  may  prevent  his  taking  a  part  in  the  council  for  some 
days. 

Yonie,  Wednesday,  8tli  April,  1818. 

We  learn  that  some  consultations  respecting  the  dead, 
will  put  off  any  palaver  to-day.  As  our  presence  will  not 
be  required  here  tw  day,  we  propose  to  sail  <iown  to  the 
mouth  of  ttie  Shebar,  which  may  properly  be  considered  an 
outlet  of  Sherbro  sound,  about  eight  miles  from  Yonie  We 
anchored  off  Rohol,  in  three  fathoms  water,  about  (wo  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  shcre.  Bohol  is  a  mile  from  SheLar, 
has  thirty-five  coitages,  one  of  which,  lielonging  to  Lewia 
Tucker,  the  head-man,  is  sixty  feet  by  twenty,  built  in  the 
usual  style.  , 

We  presented  to  the  head-man  a  bottle  of  wine  and  a  lit- 
tle fobii;;co.  lie  ki  .?w  and  ipproved  the  ohjprts  of  oiii  vi.-^it 
to  this  coaulry.     He  paid  we    were  all  brrthren  ;    .some   »>f 
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the  head-men  of  the  country  (including  himself)  were  the 
children  of  Europeans  or  Americans,  and  it  would  be  strange 
if  they  should  drive  away  their  brethren  of  whatever  colour, 
especially  as  they  wanted  such  things  as  the  country  did 
not  produce,  or  they  knew  not  how  to  manufacture,  which 
our  people  would  bring  them. 

We  walked  across  the  point  to  the  beach,  against  which 
(he  surf  beats  with  great  violence  and  a  perpetual  roar.  We 
could  see  ten  or  tilteen  miles  towards  Gallinas.  The  coast 
appeared  low,  covered  with  vegetation  and  lined  with  a  beach 
of  white  sand.  The  whole  peninsula  is  sandy,  covered  with 
pullom  and  palm  trees,  shrubs,  etc.  We  saw  fields  of  cas- 
sada.  We  walked  around  the  point  to  the  mouth  ol  the  She- 
bar.  It  is  one  mile  wide.  The  bar  is  semi-circular, 
making  a  circuit  of  three  or  four  miles.  It  has  an  island  in 
the  middle;  the  best  channel  is  on  the  Sherbro  island  side, 
having  three  and  a  half  and  four  fathoms  water  at  full  tide. 
Schooners  and  brigs  have  come  into  the  Shebar,  but  the  at- 
tempt is  hazardous.  There  are  nine  fathoms  in  some  places 
within  the  bar.  We  were  anxious  to  cross  the  bar  to  ascer- 
tain the  soundings,  Ixit  could  not  find  a  pilot.  In  the  rainy 
season,  the  south-west  winds  raise  the  wares  very  high. 

We  returned  to  anchor,  off  Yonie,  before  dark.  The  dance 
begins.  Near  the  town  is  a  thick  grove,  called  the  devil's 
bush,  from  which  they  profess  to  believe  the  devil  makes  his 
appearance  occasionally  in  the  eveninir,  during  the  dance. 
His  approach  is  known  by  frightful  noises,  now  resembling 
the  whistling  of  an  elephant,  and  now  the  roaring  of  a  lion. 
The  poor  women  and  children  are  obliged  to  scamper  into 
their  houses,  and  keep  clapping  their  hands,  until  the  devil 
is  gone.  Tlien  the  dance  is  renewed.  This  ceremony  is  a 
part  of  the  Purrah  sj^stem  ;  the  great  secret  of  which  is  said 
to  be,  to  kee[)  the  women  in  subordination. 

Yonie,   Thursday,  9th  April,  ISIS. 

The  kings  meet  this  mornimr  for  consultation.  An  addi- 
tional present  is  necessary.  Patience  may  almost  have  her 
perfect  work  on  the  dispositions  and  hearts  of  those  who 
wait  on  men  so  slothful  in  business  and  so  eager  to  receive 
the  tribute  of  strangers. 

I  am  not  certain  but  Mr.  Caulker,  of  the  Bananas,  would 
consent  to  receive  some  of  our  people  on  his  island.  It  is  a 
very  pleasant  place,  has  good  water,  and  high  land,  and  is 
open  to  the  sea  breeze.  it  produces,  or  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducin<!;,  most  of  the  articles  found  in  tropical  climates.  It  is 
above  eicht  miles  Ion;;  and  three  broad,  six  miles  from  the 
main  land.  There  is  one  strong  objection,  however,  that 
the  Sierra  Leone  colony   lays  some  general   claim  to  the 
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islands,  though  Mr.  C.  does  not  acknowledge  the  validity  of 
file  claiai. 

The  kings  have  been  some  hours  in  friendly  consuHadon. 
They  would  not  have  embraced  each  other  at  tills  time,  had 
not  our  visit  and  tlie  mediation  of  Kizell  brought  tliem  toge- 
ther. They  have  settled  |)ast  dilticulties,  andare  consulting 
on  the  subject  of  our  ajiplication.  They  engage  to  see  us 
and  express  their  mind  to-morrow. 

We  wish  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  they  will  promise  to 
the  American  society  or  government,  tracts  of  land,  eligil)le, 
and  sutficiently  extensive,  where  our  peojile  of  colour  may 
settle;  and,  secondly,  on  what  conditions  such  tracts  of  land 
may  be  purchased  or  occupied.  Should  we  succeed  in  these 
respects,  we  shall  ex|>ect  them  to  engage  to  favour  and  sup- 
port the  colony,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power. 

Yesterday,  when  Mr.  B.  and  Mr.  K.were  on  shore  condo- 
ling with  Kong  Couber  on  the  death  of  one  of  his  wives, 
Couber  said,  referring  to  us,  may  the  Lord  bless  you,  and  as 
you  came  to  this  country  with  good  wishes,  may  .you  find 
good  things.  This  a|)pears  to  exfiress  confidence  in  our  cha- 
racter, and  approbation  of  our  objects. 

The  climate  of  the  Bagroo  country  wc  may  presume  will 
be  healthy,  from  its  vicinity  to  higli  lands  or  rather  moun- 
tains, which  are  distinctly  seen  from  this  place,  and  appear 
to  be  only  a  few  miles  from  the  bay.  They  are  open  to  the 
sea-breeze.  They  give  rise  to  many  brooks  and  springs,  and 
the  soil  is  believed  to  be  fertile.  The  quantity  of  rice  ex- 
ported from  the  Bagroo  river  to  Sierra  Leone  is  very  consi- 
derable, with  some  ivor^^  honey,  wax,  palm  oil,  etc. 

Large  ships  may  safely  come  to  Jenkins,  op()osife  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Bagroo,  and  vessels  of  moderate  size  may  pass 
up  the  river. 

Voiiie,  FiiJay,   lOtli  -Airil,  lf!13. 

At  10,  A.  M.  we  were  informed  the  kings  were  ready  to 
receive  us  in  council.     We  went  on  shore  and  found  all  as- 
sembled under   the   cola  tree.     Sherbro    was  scaled  in  his 
armed  chair,  with  Somano  on  his  right  hand,  and  Salah  on 
his  left,  holding  the  insignia  of  his  otlice,  the  silver-headed 
cane  and  the  horse  tail.  Couber  sat  on  a  mat  lielbre  Slierbio. 
]Mr.  B.,  Mr.  K.,  and  myself  sat  facing  the  kings.  After  shaking 
hands  with  the  kings  and  priiutes,  Mr.  K.  said,  we  are  come. 
Couber  replied,  we  see  you  ;  we  are  glad  ;  we  loveyou  ;  we  do 
not  hate  you  ;  you  are  our  strangers;  we  love  jour  country  ;  we 
are  friends;  we  love  peace  as  you  do  ;  war  isnoti^ooci;  etc.  etc. 
F^ut  when  you  dhl  come  from   the  ln-ad-men  of  your  country 
to  Sherbro,  where  is  the  Idler  you  did  bring  to  Sherbro  i'   We 
aiiswered,  that  we  had  iuslructions  to  visit  Sherbro,  and  con- 
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suit  with  the  kings  of  the  country  ;  but  as  king  Sherbro  was 
not  personally  known  in  our  country,  no  leUerwas  aihlressed 
to  him.  tie  alteru  ards  said,  if  we  iiad  coine  in  our  sbij)  di- 
rectly to  Yonie,  they  could  give  us  an  answer;  and  asked 
Mr.  K.  if  his  father,  the  governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  did  not 
send  him  with  us.  Mr.  K.  said  tlie  governor  did  not,  as  he 
wa-  absent  at  tlie  Gambia,  and  besidies.  the  people  of  Sierra 
Leone  were  free  men  to  go  where  they  pleased,  witliou'  ask- 
ing their  father.  I  replied,  tliat  we  came  to  Sierra  Leone, 
strangers  to  all  the  people,  and  tiuding  our  friends  Kizell, 
Martin,  and  Aiidersou,  to  be  acquainted  with  ilie  language 
and  kings  of  the  country,  we  invited  them  to  come  with  us. 
Mr.  K.  said,  he  had  a  letter  from  a  friend  in  England  to  assist 
us;  besides,  if  strangers  of  king  Sherbro  arrive  at  Sierra 
Leone,  it  was  not  fit  to  let  them  stand  alone,  but  come  and 
introduce  them. 

Kong  Couber  said,  the  country  belongs  to  all  the  kings 
and  people,  we  cannot  sell  land,  unless  we  see  them  all. — 
We,  in  reply,  urged  the  necessity  of  a  definite  answer,  that 
we  might  carry  their  good  words  to  our  people  ;  or  go  to  other 
kings,  who  would  give  us  a  good  answer.  We  inquired 
whether  the  head-men  and  people  could  not  be  assembled 
before  we  went  away.  Couber  answered,  it  was  the  busy 
season  of  the  yci'.r,  rains  were  coming  on,  the  people  were 
clearing  their  plantations,  and  sowing  their  rice;  the  kings 
were  poor,  and  must  work  as  well  as  (he  people;  the  people 
could  not  be  called  together,  unless  there  was  something  to 
set  before  them,  etc.  etc.  If  we  had  goods  to  buy  lands  and 
people  to  sit  down,  they  would  call  the  head-men  together. 
After  much  palaver  and  a  forcible  recapitulation  of  the  ob- 
jects of  our  visit,  we  inquired,  what  answer  shall  we  cany  to 
our  people  of  colour?  Will  kitig  Sherbro  receive  his  chil- 
dren?    Ves,  we  cannot  hate  them,  we  will  receive  them. 

We  proposed  that  we  should  have  liberty  to  look  about 
their  country,  and  go  to  other  kings  on  the  coast,  if  we 
chose,  without  giving  otTence  :  they  assented.  They  ])ro- 
posed  that  we  should  write  Shorbro's  words  in  two  books  : 
leave  one  book  with  them,  and  take  the  other  to  our  coun- 
try ;  when  we  came  back,  or  any  others,  from  our  head-men, 
they  should  bring  this  book  and  a  letter  addressed  to  king 
Sherbro  :  we  assented.  Couber  said,  our  present  was  care- 
fully preserved  and  was  at  our  connnand.  We  answered, 
we  freely  gave  it  (o  king  Sherbro  and  the  people.  He  in- 
quired if  we  should  consider  it  a  payment  lor  land.  We  said 
no.  These  people  have  so  long  dealt  with  rogues,  that  they 
caunot,  without  dilUculty,  trust  honest  men. 
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Yonie,  Saturday,  tllh  April,  1815, 

A  number  of  the  natives  were  preseut  at  our  morning 
worship,  and  bcliaveil  witli  ^reiit  propriety.  Al'terwards,  I 
stated  to  the.n  tlie  fimdanieulal  trulhs  of  the  christian  reli- 
gion, and  urged  on  tt:etn  tiie  necessity  of  Ji.  Saviour  for  sin- 
ners, and  the  duiy  of  a  holy  life.  They  assented  to  iny 
words,  and  said,  that  they  and  their  bretliren  believed  that 
good  men,  when  tliey  died,  went  to  God,  and  bad  men  to 
hell.  Their  convictions  are  less  erroneous  than  their  prac- 
tice. The  obstacles  to  the  introduction  of  religious  know- 
ledge into  this  country,  appear  not  to  be  so  great  as  in  many 
other  heathen  lands. 

When  on  shore  to-day,  we  read  to  Kong  Couber  the  book 
which  we  had  written  according  to  his  suggestion.  He  said 
it  was  right,  the  kings  had  agreed  to  do  so,  and  their  word 
might  be  relied  on.  But  he  said  he  was  alone,  and  must  not 
say  much,  lest  the  kings  o;*  people  should  say  he  was  secret- 
ly selling  the  country  without  consulting  them. 

^\"e  repeated  some  of  the  advantages  which  might  flow 
from  our  settlements — the  introduction  of  the  spinning  wheel, 
the  loom,  the  plough,  machines  for  cleaning  rice,  and  mills 
for  sawing  wood — the  establishment  of  schools,  etc. :  and 
endeavoured  to  convince  him  that  we  did  net  want  lands  for 
white  men,  because  we  have  vast  uncultivated  tracts  in  our 
country,  but  for  such  of  the  descendants  of  Africans  as  might 
improve  their  situation  by  such  a  change.  1  expressed  to 
him  a  hope  that  Africans  would  hereafter  cultivate  their  lands 
better,  build  ships,  and  go  to  England  and  America  with 
their  ivory,  rice,  palm  oil,  cotton  and  cofiee.  We  gave  him 
an  outline  of  Paul  CuQ'ee's  life,  whose  lather  was  an  African. 

Kong  Couber  offered  to  send  two  of  his  sons  to  America 
for  an  education  in  any  American  shi[»,  which  might  come 
to  Sherbro  on  this  business.  It  will  no  doubt  have  a  good 
effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people  here,  if  any  vessel  should 
visit  this  country  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  that  some  of  the  upright  and  influential 
men  of  colour  sliould  come  out.  They  could  look  at  the 
country,  and  speak  for  lhemselve->.  The  natives  would  see 
that  they  were  their  brethren  and  friends. 

In  attem[)ling  to  obtain  laiuls  of  the  kings,  we  have  had  to 
encounter  only  such  objections  as  we  anticipated.  They 
have  had  to  deal  with  tiie  worst  class  of  white  men,  who  have 
often  committed  the  grossest  a>ts  of  violence  and  injustice. 
In  1800,  a  slave-trader  made  some  [iresents  to  old  king  Sher- 
bro and  the  people,  and  allured  the  old  king  and  some  of  the 
[•rincea  on  board    his*   sliiji,  off  the  Shebar.     He  would  not 
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then  liberate  (liein,  except  with  much  unkind  treatment,  and 
iu  exchange  for  man}'  slaves. 

They  know  that  we  are  decidedly  opposed  to  the  slave- 
trade,  which  BOfJie  ot"  them  would  relinquish  with  reluctance. 
Their  convictions  and  better  Judgment  are  against  it.  They 
know  that  the  people  of  colour  are  very  numerous  iu  our 
country,  and  it  has  occurred  to  them  that  so  many  may  come 
as  to  give  laws  to  this  land.  This  they  tear.  They  appear 
not  to  care  that  their  superstitious  customs  will  be  disregard- 
ed ;  but  on  the  contrary,  have  always  expressed  an  appro- 
bation that  the  great  God  should  be  worshipped,  and  their 
children  should  learn  to  read  his  book.  They  do  not  like  to 
say  we  may  have  any  particular  tracts  of  country,  through 
fear  of  otience  to  head-men,  who  have  not  been  consulted. 

Yonie,  Sabbath,  Uth  April,   1310. 

The  good  hand  of  our  God  preserves  us  iu  peace  and 
safety.  The  sun  does  not  smite  us  by  day,  nor  the  moon  by 
night.  The  heat  is  oppressive  only  a  few  hours  in  the  day. 
Tlie  air  is  cooled  by  the  sea  breeze.  The  thermometer  is 
lower  than  often  on  a  summer  day  in  the  United  States. 
The  atmosphere  is  hazy  or  cloudy  much  of  the  time. 

This  morning  we  sung  the  psalm,  "  Sweet  is  the  work,  my 
God,  my  King;"  and  1  made  some  observations  oil  the  fourth 
conmiandment,  "  Remember  the  sabbath  da3^" 

We  have  thought  much  of  going  into  the  dilTerent  villages 
and,  by  an  interpreter,  preaching  to  the  people.  But  we  are 
unwilling  to  take  any  step  which  might  excite  their  super- 
stitious fears,  and  lead  them  to  oi)pose  our  plans.  We  came 
not  to  establish  a  solitary  church,  but  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  thousands  of  churches.  We  have  had  conversation  with 
the  chief  men  on  the  truths  of  the  Christian  religion,  and 
have  ha<l  many  of  the  people  at  ditferent  times  to  worship 
with  us  on  board  the  ship.  This  has  been  a  quiet  day,  and 
much  more  like  a  sabbath  than  many  I  have  spent  in  chris- 
tian lands. 

SierLeoB,  Moniiay.  ]3lh  April,   1818. 

Having  obtained  a  canoe  and  three  men  to  paddle,  we  set 
out  at  0,  A.  M.  to  make  an  excursion  up  the  river  Boom.- — 
The  mouth  of  the  Boom  is  about  six  miles  across  the  sound, 
south  from  Yonie,  and  about  four  miles  from  the  Shebar.  It 
is  nearly  two  miles  wide,  including  the  islands,  which,  with 
slight  interruptions,  extend  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  up.  On  the  right  bank  the  ground  is 
flat,  sandy,  and  liable  to  be  overflowed  two  or  three  months 
in  the  rainy  season.  This  peninsula  is  narrow,  doubtless 
made  by  the  sand  thrown  up  by  the  sea.  At  Sier  Leon, 
James  Tucker's  town,  perhaps  twenty-five  miles   from  the 
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inoufh  of  the  Boom,  we  could  distinctly  hear  the  roaring  ot 
the  waves;  so  that  the  river  could  not  be  many  miles  from 
the  sea.  The  peninsula  is  well  covered  with  trees,  shrubs, 
and  grass.  We  saw  no  barren  places.  Five  or  six  small 
villages  are  scattered  along  the  right  bank  a  few  miles  apart. 
Some  spaces  were  cleared  for  rice.  Where  the  rice  had 
sprung  U{»  a  few  inches,  it  appeared  like  wheat  or  oats  of 
rich  growth.  The  water  is  fresh  ten  miles  up  the  river,  and 
in  the  rainy  season,  when  the  current  is  strong,  it  continues 
fresh  into  the  bay.  The  tide  is  perce[»tible  about  sixty  miles 
up  the  river,  and  nearly  so  far  the  channel  is  filled  with 
islands,  shoals,  and  bars.  The  most  shallow  places  are  near 
the  mouth.  We  meet  with  no  person  who  has  sailed  up  far 
enough  to  find  it  a  narrow  stream.  The  princi|)al  branch  is 
the  Kittam  river,  coming  in  from  the  south.  The  general 
course  of  the  Boom  appears  to  be  nearly  west,  but  the  last 
thirty  miles  north-west. 

We  arrived  at  James  Tucker's  at  4,  p.  m.  He  expressed 
much  satisfaction  on  our  arrival,  and  a  six  pounder  was  fired 
two  or  three  times  in  honour  of  the  strangers.  He  is  a  dark 
mulatto  man,  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  was  a  private  in- 
dividual twenty-five  years  ago,  has  now  five  or  six  hundred 
peo[)le  under  him,  has  raised  himselt  to  this  power  and  influ- 
ence by  his  activity  and  success  in  trade.  He  was  formerly 
engaged  in  furnishing  cargoes  for  slave-ships;  but  now  only 
occasionally  sends  a  few  people  to  the  Galliaas,  where  slave- 
vessels  are  now  lying. 

Opposite  to  the  town  is  an  island  extending  along  the 
middle  of  the  river,  leaving  the  branch,  next  the  town,  about 
two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  the  other  branch  somewhat 
less.  This,  and  other  islands,  Mr.  T.  cultivates  for  rice  in 
the  rainy  season.  I  think  they  would  produce  Indian  corn 
and  other  grain,  in  the  dry  season.  Wild  grass  grows  luxu- 
riantly along  the  river,  and  is  said  to  be  good  for  horses  and 
cattle. 

Mr.  T.  is  almost  the  only  man  in  the  Sherbro,  who  has 
had  sufficient  enterprize  to  attempt  to  raise  cattle.  Seven 
years  a^o,  he  obtained  of  an  American  ca|)tain,  a  small  cow, 
in  exchange  for  two  or  three  goats.  He  has  raised  more 
than  thirty  head,  and  has  nearly  that  number  now.  We  saw 
them,  lively,  fat,  and  of  a  good  size  They  run  in  the  wood?, 
and  provide  for  themselves  the  year  round.  We  said  to  Mr. 
T.  that  he  merited  to  wear  a  crown  of  gold  lor  his  lair  expe- 
riment ill  raising  cattle. 

Sheep  and  goats  are  common.  Dom^tic  fowls  are  abun- 
dant. Muscovy  ducks  are  seen.  Wild  (lucks  abound  in  the 
b.iy  and  river.  Wild  hogs  are  numerous  in  the  wooU;3.  The 
only  beait  of  prey  is  the  leopard. 
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On  our  arrival,  we  gave  to  Mr.  T.  half  a  dozen  knives  and 
forks,  and  some  tobacco.  He  gave  us  a  house  to  occupy,  and 
killed  a  sheep  for  our  dinner,  and  ordered  his  table  to  be 
spread.  It  was  furnished  with  rice,  bread,  mutton,  cassada, 
some  vegetables,  and  pure  water  from  the  spring.  We  might 
have  forgotten  where  we  were,  if  the  head  wife  had  not  been 
obliged  to  come  forward  to  eat  the  first  spoonful,  to  assure  her 
suspicious  lord,  that  she  had  infused  no  poison  in  the  dish. 
Shame!  Indignity!  The  same  custom  is  universal,  when 
one  presents  to  another  bamboo,  palm,  or  other  wine.  The 
giver  drinks  the  first  glass. 

We  sat  most  oithe  evening,  on  mats,  without  the  door,  en- 
gaged in  various  i)alavers.  Mr.  T.  engaged  to  use  his  influ- 
ence in  favour  of  our  plan.  He  said,  he  should  like  it  much, 
and  would  give  us  laud  on  the  Boom,  il"  that  river  was  navi- 
gable, and  suited  us;  it  would  belong  to  the  kings  to  decide 
whether  wf  shciiid  have  land-  for  colonies.  When  we  sug- 
gested some  ot"  the  advantages  ol  our  settlements,  to  the  coun- 
try— such  as  the  facility  of  obtaining  goods  in  exchange  for 
lands,  and  in  honourable  trade,  he  said,  "then  we  shall 
not  need  to  catch  the  people,  and  sell  them,  as  we  have 
done."  Mr.  K.  has  often  told  the  head-men,  that  slave- 
ships  could  not  come  here  much  longer.  One  of  the  people 
asked  Mr.  T.  "  how  it  could  be  true,  that  the  Americans 
would  let  any  of  the  peo[)le  of  colour  come  back  to  Africa, 
W'hen  they  were  so  eager  to  buy  slaves  ?"  They  appear 
to  consider  the  slave-vessels,  which  are  now  at  the  Gallinas, 
American,*|and  they  undoubtedly  know.  We  have  said  very 
little  on  the  subject  of  the  slave-trade,  partly  to  ascectain 
their  views  more  perfectly. 

When  the  people  returned  from  their  plantations,  just  at 
sun-set,  laden  with  baskets  and  hoes,  cassada,  fruits,  and 
wood,  they  came,  one  after  another,  to  make  their  respects 
to  the  strangers.  Water  was  warmed  for  us  to  bathe,  be- 
fore we  retired  to  sleep.  There  is  truly  much  of  the  sim- 
plicity of  patriarchal  times  among  the  native  Africans. 

Boom  River,  Tuesdaj-,  14th  April,  I8I8. 

When  we  left  Mr.  T.  about  1 1,  a.  m.  he  gave  us  a  basket 
of  rice,  and  a  cotton  blanket  of  the  country  manufacture,  for 
the  American  Society.  This  little  present  must  be  remem- 
bered and  rewarded,  if  a  convenient  opportunity  should  oc- 
cur. He  is  very  superstitious.  Some  of  his  people  are  oflefi 
accused  of  witchcraft,  or  turning  themselves  into  leopards 
or  aIlia;ators,  to  catch  the  peoi)le.  The  sentence  is  often 
foreign  slavery  ;  or  the  ordeal,  the  fatal  red  ivalcr  ;  some- 
times a  whole  family  is  involved  in  ruin  :  those  who  escape 
deaih  by  red  water,  are  sold  into  slavery.     But  it  will  be  im- 
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|)ortant  to  secure  his  influence  in  our  favour,  should  we  her^. 
alter  make  aettlements  in  the  Sherbro,  for  his  conneclions 
are  numerous.  One  of  his  wives  is  a  sister  of  I).  Caulker; 
another,  the  daughter  of  Kong  Coiiber  :  a  brother  presides 
over  iioliol,  and  a  sister  over  another  town. 

As  we  went  up  the  south  channel,  we  came  down  the 
north.  This  bank  has  a  very  difl'erent  soil  and  astiect  from 
the  other.  The  south  side  is  sandy,  the  north  is  alluvial 
mud  and  clay:  the  lornier  comparatively  light  and  sterile, 
the  latter  rich  and  jji-oductive.  The  alluvial  land  is  belueea 
a  quarter  and  a  half  niile  wide.  Some  places  are  cleared  for 
rice.  The  clcarin;;-  consists  in  cutting  down  a  few  vines  and 
shrubs,  and  burning  the  grass.  We  called  at  one  place, 
where  the  people  were  scratching  in  the  rice,  with  a  species 
of  hoe  and  sticks.  Poor  creatures !  the  women  and  children 
began  to  hide  themselves  in  the  grass  and  to  retre  it  to  the 
•woods,  until  the  voice  of  Kizeli,  whom  they  recognized, 
called  them  back.  They  rejoiced  to  see  us,' but  could  not 
banish  all  signs  of  timidity  for  some  time.  We  gave  them 
a  little  tobacco,  and  our  company  drank  a  calabash  of  their 
I)alin  wine.  The  tasle  of  it  is  not  particularly  agreeable,  but 
use  renders  it  more  so.  The  high  land,  beyond  this  alluvial 
soil,  has  a  level  surface,  an<l  is  covered  with  large  trees  of 
the  original  growth.  All  this  tract,  on  the  right  bank  as  we 
descend,  has  the  appearance  of  great  fertility,  and  is  nearly 
without  inhabitants.  Tliis  region  will  answer  well  for  a  co- 
lony, should  no  other  more  eligible  place  present  itself.  The 
banks  exhibit  a  rich  and  verdant  appearance,  which  conti- 
nues the  year  round,  and  are  not  exceeded  in  natural  beauty 
by  any  river  which  I  have  seen  in  the  L  nii'cd  States. 

At  i\Ir.  Tucker's,  we  became  acquainted  with  Soyarrah» 
the  king  of  Cotton.  He  inherits  from  his  lather,  who  was  a 
king,  a  considerable  extent  of  territory,  probably  thirty  mllea 
by  twenty,  lying  between  the  Boom  and  the  Deong  rivers. 
It  does  not  extend  down  to  the  bay:  Somano's  land  inter- 
venes. This  territory  is  generally  dry,  level,  fertile,  and  co- 
vered with  forests  of  ancient  growth.  Soyarrah  has  only 
a  handful  of  people.  War,  slave-trade,  red,water,  and  (as 
Mr.  K.  says  respecting  western  Africa,)  "  the  curse  of  Coa, 
for  their  sins  and  devil-worship,"  have  reduced  a  consider- 
able population  to  a  few  scattered  relics.  Thous;b  suspicious 
and  wary,  like  most  African  nririces,  after  so  many  im[!osi- 
tions,  he  discovered  a  readiness  of  apprehension,  and  a 
promptness  in  the  despatch  of  business,  which  were  very 
pleasing.  He  promised  most  cordially,  tracts  of  his  land  for 
the  settlement  of  our  people,  whenever  (hey  riMirhl  eome 
with  goods  to  buy.  This  man  and  his  oilers  will  deserve 
attention  in  any  future  ne^iotiations  in  Sherbro. 
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We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Boom,  "^at  seyen  in  the 
evening.  As  it  was  dark,  the  wind  fresh,  and  the  bay  wide, 
we  stopped  at  the  little  village  Runta,  and  the  head-man  of 
whom  we  hired  our  canoe,  hospitably  furnished  us  with  his 
house.  The  room  and  bed-stead  was  hung  around  with  cur- 
tains of  mats,  curiously  wrought.  We  slejjt  comfortably. 
We  called  at  this  village  as  we  went  up  yesterday  morning. 
It  is  a  romantic  little  spot.  Twelve  or  fifteen  houses  stand 
close  together ;  a  narrow  avenue  to  the  bay  gives  access  to 
the  sea-breeze :  palm,  orange,  cocoa-nut,  banana,  and  plantai 
trees,  overshadow  the  houses.  Sugar-canes,  cotton  shrubs, 
and  cassada  plants,  grow  on  each  side  the  path  which  leads 
to  a  few  rice  fields  just  behind  ;  then  the  whole  is  closely 
encircled  with  forest  trees  and  wild  vines  of  the  richest 
foliage.  Were  it  the  abode  of  innocence,  it  might  be  es- 
teemed a  garden  of  Eden.  The  chief  man  is  gaining  wealth, 
and  lives  comfortably.  He  will  probably  be  considered  a 
king  in  the  country  in  a  few  years. 

There  are  several  little  establishments  for  boiling  salt,  not 
far  off.  There  is  too,  a  small  village,  formerly  owned  by 
Mr.  J.  a  colonist  from  Sierra  Leone,  who  died  here,  a  few 
years  ago.  Such  colonists  who  have  settled  al)road,  among 
the  natives,  though  they  have  gained  property  and  influence, 
seem  not,  in  the  end,  to  have  succeeded  well.  Perhaps  they 
have  too  readily  adopted  the  indolent  habits,  and  vicious 
customs  of  the  people  around  them. 

Shi-rbro  Bay,  Wednesday,  l5th  April,  1818. 

At  day  light,  we  put  our  company  in  motion,  and  crossed 
the  bay  in  safety,  to  our  schooner,  off  Yonie.  We  went  on 
shore  to  take  leave  of  Kong  Couber.  King  Sherbro  and  the 
second  prince,  Teng-Bang,  were  out  of  town  ;  the  one  at  his 
salt  workfj,  and  th«  other  at  his  rice  plantation.  Kong  Cou- 
ber inquired  with  apparent  solicitude  when  we  should  return. 
We  told  him  it  was  doubtful  whether  either  of  us  would  ever 
return,  our  country  was  far  off.  He  said,  we  must  return  ;  the 
people  knew  us,  and  there  was  a  good  understanding  between 
us  and  the  head-men :  if  we  cam«  back  to-morrow  in  the 
manner  we  proposed,  the  head-men  would  meet,  and  the 
business  be  settled.  We  told  him  it  was  |)robable  that  some 
{leople  from  our  country  would  visit  Sherbro  in  one  year ; 
and  if  we  were  alive  in  our  country,  we  would  send  letters 
and  presents,  which  would  convince  Kong  Couiier  that  we 
remembered  his  Icindiiess.  He  gave  us  a  gOat  for  our  men, 
and  two  mats  for  our  fathers  in  America.  He  walked  along 
llie  shore  with  us,  and  giving  us  his  hand,  said  in  English, 
"  May  (ioil  bless  you,  and  give  you  a  good  voyage  to  your 
«'ountrv."     \Miile  we  gave  sail  to  our  little  schooner,  he  sat 
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down  by  the  eliore,  under  an  orange  tree,  apparently  pensive 
and  melancholy.  'J'his  prince  is  conscious  ol"  the  (fcpioisried 
condition  ot  his  people,  and  the  barbarous  state  ol  Juh  coun- 
try. He  sighs  tor  tlieir  improvenient.  lie  has,  in  tiniea 
past,  coi)i|)lained  to  i\lr.  K.,  that  his  father  di<I  not  sejjd  liiin 
to  Enghmd  for  an  education ;  and  has  ahnost  wished  he  had 
been  sold  as  a  slave,  into  America,  like  iMr.  K.,  if  he  could 
only  have  acquirod  learning,  and  lived  to  return  back  to 
Africa.  He  has  told  his  peojjle,  that  if  we  came  back  to  live 
there,  he  should  drink  wine  on!}',  and  no  more  rum,  because 
rum  turned  the  head,  and  made  rnen  fools.  I  am  not  certain 
but  missionaries  of  prudence,  self  denial,  and  christian  /eal, 
might  spend  their  lives  usefully  here.  There  would  be  no 
want  of  children  to  instruct.  Couber,  and  i.erliaps  some 
other  head-men,  may  be  confided  in.  Serious  obstacles  must 
be  anticipated.  Slave-traders  have  made  even  savages  more 
vicious.  The  people  are  generally  idle,  supcrstiiious,  self- 
indulgent,  and  fond  of  ardent  spirits.  Polygamy  is  nearly 
universal. 

At  1 1  A.  M.  we  anchored  off  Bendon,  and  sent  our  com- 
pliments to  Somano.  We  rested  a  few  minutes  under  the 
shade  of  a  large  orange  tree,  loaded  with  oranges  of  a  full 
tjize.  A  lime  tree  stood  near,  whose  brandies  were  literally 
bent  down  with  fruit.  Somano,  Safah,  ami  their  j)eo[)le, 
were  assembled  in  the  Palaver-house.  The  head-woman,  or 
queen,  had  recently  been  accused  of  witchcraft.  She  had 
drunk  the  red-water,  and  escaped  without  iujury.  'J'his 
proved  her  innocence.  Within  a  few  days,  her  peo[)le  had 
killed  an  elej>hant.  This  is  considered  a  luck}'  omen,  and 
a  testimony  of  the  f;ivour  of  the  gods.  Hence,  she  brought 
forward  a  charge  of  false  accusation  for  witcbcralt,  and  a  de- 
mand of  reparation.  'J'his  was  the  subject  of  palaver.  All 
the  |)eople  were  sitting  around  to  witness  the  progress  of  the 
debate,  and  anxious  about  the  result,  'i'he  men  who  had 
distinguished  themselves  in  killing  the  elephant,  with  their 
wives,  occupied  |)rominent  seats.  They  were  «hessed  and 
ornamented  with  more  richness  and  elegance  tiian  any  1  ever 
saw  in  Africa. 

We  had  only  a  short  conversation  with  the  UiuTs.  So- 
mano expressed  his  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  ('ouber 
in  taking  upofi  himself  the  managetneiit  of  the  p;ilavor  at 
Vonie,  and  in  ctMisuring  part  of  his  conduct,  jle  said  be  had 
as  many  children  (pcojde)  as  Sherbro.  All  Caulker's  peo- 
ple were  his  children  :  to  which  1).  C'.-udker,  to  hunioui-  the 
old  man,  said,  yes,  he  supposed  so.  S(»'>)ano  gave  uh  a  ^^mall 
basket  (if  rice,  and  two  mats.  Safah  said  he  w;is  from  home, 
and  had  not  much  v.ilh  him,  hut  gave  two  large  mats.  We 
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jrarteil  with  the  kings  and  people  on  Tery  friendly  terras. 
We  crossed  tlie  bay  from  Bendou  to  York  island,  about  six 
or  eiglit  miles,  and  anchored  close  in  shore  in  three  lii thorns 
water.  We  engaged  a  canoe  and  men  to  go  up  the  Deong 
river  to-morrow. 

Deor^  Rirer.Thursday,  }6lh  Ajiril,  l3ja- 

At  9  A.  M.  we  crossed  the  bay  about  five  or  six  miles  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Deong,  passing  two  places  near  tiie  beach, 
where  the  people  were  boiling  salt.  The  shores  of  the  bay, 
and  the  islands,  are  girt  around  with  mangroves.  'J'he  soil 
is  black  mud,  liable  to  be  overflowed  by  the  tide,  especially 
in  the  rainy  season.  The  mouth  of  the  river  is,  at  the  least, 
a  mile  wide.  It  enters  the  bay  from  the  east,  and  preserves 
the  same  general  direction  about  twenty  miles,  when  it  flows 
from  the  north  of  east.  Like  the  Boom,  the  Deong  has  a 
series  of  islands  extending  up  20  or  26  miles,  which  divides 
the  river  into  two  channels.  We  ascended  the  right  branch, 
which  is  not  so  wide  and  navigable  as  the  left.  About  ten 
miles  upr  we  came  to  land  on  the  right  bank,  not  liable  to  be 
overflowed  in  the  rains.  Near  this,  a  small  stream  comes 
in  from  the  right,  which  flows  along  Soyarrah's  territory. 
Here  the  water  in  the  river  becomes  fresh.  There  is  a  large 
ledge  of  rocks  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  We  directed  our 
men  to  paddle  towards  it,  to  which  they  were  wholly  averse, 
believing  that  some  evil  spirits  lived  there,  who  would  pun- 
ish their  temerity.  We  laid  our  commands  uj)on  them, 
M'hen  they  yielded  with  reluctance,  and  threw  wafer  into 
the  air  with  their  hands,  as  if  to  ap|)ease  the  wrath  of  these 
local  demons.  The  ledge  is  common  free  stone,  of  consider- 
able extent,  and  a  few  feet  above  the  surface.  Mr.  K.  said» 
the  natives  have  a  tradition,  that  these  rocks  have  crossed 
and  re-crossed  the  river,  sometimes  above,  and  sometinies 
below  the  water,  to  the  alarm  and  astonishment  of  all  the 
country. 

About  sixteen  miles  above  the  mouth,  the  land  becomes  a 
little  more  elevated,  with  few  mangroves,  and  exhibits  a 
good  soil.  We  passed  two  small  villages;  at  one  of  which, 
I)elonging  to  Thomas  Tittle,  a  fair  mulatto  man,  we.  called. 
He  spread  mats  for  us  to  sit  down,  and  was  gratified  to  see 
us.  His  father  was  the  captain  of  a  slave-ship.  At  his  sug- 
gestion, Thomas,  in  his  youth,  was  sent  to  England  for  an 
education;  but  on  his  arrival  there,  the  lather  was  dead,  and 
the  African  mulatto  boy  was  sent  l)ack  without  an  education. 
He  speaks  English  well,  and  appears  intelligent,  hut  greatly 
laments  the  loss  of  instruction. 

This  country  has  seen  better  days.  Its  population  was 
once  much  greater.     The  ravages  of  war,  and  the  slave- 
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track;,  are  no  where  more  visible  than  in  this  river.  Towns 
have  been  burnt,  hamlets  are  deserted.  In  these  relics  of 
villages,  the  people  salute  us  as  we  pass  by,  and  make  many 
inquiries. 

On  the  right  bank,  about  24  miles  up,  is  a  bluff  or  ridge  of 
land,  perhaps  forty  feet  high,  exteiidina;  along  half  a  mile, 
near  it  is  a  village  which  has  twenty  Inits,  and  formerly  more 
than  a  hundred.  This  is  the  most  eligible  place  for  a  large 
town,  which  we  have  seen  on  this  river.  The  width  of 
the  river  does  not  here  exceed  100  yards,  though,  in  some 
places,  one  quarter  of  a  mile.  Al)Out  four  miles  above  this, 
we  come  to  Papurrh,  James  Cleveland's  town.  We  arrived 
a  little  after  sunset.  Mr.  C.  was  not  at  home.  The  peo- 
ple seeing  two  of  the  Caulker  family  with  us,  who  are  the 
enemies  of  the  Cleveland  family,  gave  us  a  very  cold  recep 
tion.  We  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  house  to  shelter  us  from 
the  dew,  some  rice  for  supper,  and  some  mats  to  sleep  on. 
The  man,  at  whose  house  we  lodged,  has  a  brother,  who 
was  recently  condemned,  justly  or  unjustl}',  for  adultery, 
and  sold  into  foreign  slavery.  J.  Cleveland,  the  head-man, 
has  had  an  English  education — has  considerable  influence — 
has  under  him  four  or  five  towns,  and  perhaps  500  i)eople. 
Papurrli,  the  principal  town,  stands  on  tlie  island,  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  branches  of  the  river.  It  has  30  huts, 
and  about  130  souls. 

The  river  Deong,  before  it  separates  into  two  channelsj 
does  not  appear  to  be  larger  than  one  of  them,  about  150 
yards  across.  It  is  said  to  flow  from  the  Krango  country 
through  the  Timmanee.  It  has  a  fall  of  much  celebrity 
about  three  miles  above  Papurrh,  which  we  were  very  soli- 
citous to  see,  but  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  do  it,  without 
the  consent  of  the  head-man.  Fame  makes  the  fall  at  least 
30  or  40  feet  perpendicular  ;  probably  half  of  that  is  near  the 
truth. 

Di'on;  River,  FriJay,  J7th  April.  IRIS. 

At  7  A.  M.  we  left  our  village,  making  some  little  returns 
to  our  host,  and  to  the  head-woman,  and  proceeded  down  the 
north  branch  of  the  river.  There  is  a  le<ige  of  rocks  of  com- 
mon free  stone  at  the  landing  place,  and  another  within  half 
a  mile,  extending  quite  across  the  channel  ol  the  river.  As 
the  tide  was  flowing  up  the  stream,  llie  rocks  obstructing  the 
current,  formed  rapids.  It  was  not  wiHiout  nmch  sfrucfgling 
and  difjkiilh/^  (whence  the  name  of  the  village  Papurrh. J 
that  we  could  force  our  canoe  over  lliern. 

We  called  re|)eatedly  on  the  right  and  left  bank.  Some 
places  are  cleared  for  rice.  The  soil  appears  very  rieh.  The 
native  villages  are  verj-  few  and  small.     Abou«  ei;:ht  w'tUf. 
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iVoiii  Papun-lj,  on  the  riglil  bank,  as  we  descend,  is  a  delight- 
ful S[ioi  lor  a  town.  It  is  near  the  Deong  or  Kurhoo  moun- 
tains. 'J'ht!  live:-  is  not  more  than  200  yards  over,  b\it  ia 
sufficiently  deep  for  trading  vessels,  and  tlat-bottomed  boats  : 
the  latter  would  be  sate  and  convenient  in  the  bay,  and  in 
all  these  rivers.  This  country,  with  proper  culture,  seemp 
capable  of  8ui)por(ing  a  very  large  population. 

Having  made  our  way  about  twelve  miles  down  the  river, 
we  called  at  a  small  village  on  the  left  bank  to  find  some 
break  last.  We  had  two  or  three  fowls,  obtained  at  Pa[)urrh. 
The  vvo.'iien  cleaned  some  rice  for  us,  beating  it  with  pestlea 
in  large  mortars.  One  man  went  after  palm  wine  and  ano- 
ther after  hone}'.  We  bought  a  quantity  of  the  honey  in  ex- 
change for  tobacco,  'i'lie  honey  has  a  flavour  of  the  wild 
flowers  on  which  the  iiees  feetl,  otherwise  it  is  very  good 
anil  (luite  abundant.  The  principal  man  was  very  civil  and 
liospitaale,  but  did  not  appear  pleased  with  the  idea  of  our 
seeing  the  country  and  Avriting  books.  Will  Comberbuss,  a 
fine  old  man,  on  whom  we  called  a  lew  miles  back,  express- 
ed a  dirVerent  opinion  :  he  said  "  it  would  be  a  very  good 
'•  thing  for  the  country,  if  our  i)eople  would  come  and  bring 
"  knowledge ;  the  land  would  produce  rice,  cotton,  coffee, 
"  tob^icco,  and  all  good  things,  l)ut  the  people  did  not  knutv.'"' 

The  banks  are  low  lor  the  last  ten  miles,  and  covered 
with  mangroves.  The  Perra  mountains  may  be  seen  froin 
the  river  in  some  places.  We  had  some  rain  to-day,  for 
the   tirsi  time  since  we  came  to  the  coast. 

VVe  cro-^-ed  the  bay  with  a  fresh  wind  against  us,  occa- 
eionally  dishing  the  waves  into  the  canoe,  and  arrived  at 
our  little  schooner,  at  9,  p.  m.  somewhat  weary,  wet,  and 
hungry. 

Shrrbro  Soun.l,  Salnri;ay.  l^lli  Apri!,  li)C>. 

We  sailed  from  York  island  eight  or  ten  miles,  and  anchor- 
ed oif  Campelar,  a  little  villaiie  itelonging  to  Mr.  Kizell.  It 
is  situated  on  a  low  spot,  nearly  surrounded  with  mangroves  ; 
but  open  to  the  sea-breeze,  and  represented  healthy.  It  was 
chiefly  designed  for  the  acco:i)Miodation  of  Mr.  K's  wife's 
friends,  and  convenient  for  boiling  salt.  We  saw  a  brother- 
in-law,  whom  Mr.  K.  rescued  from  foreign  slavery  at  much 
expense — a  man  of  native  intelligence  and  a  good  aspect. 
We  hail  a  tornado  to-day.  It  is  a  violent  gust  of  wind,  of 
shnrt  duration,  usually  attended  with  rain,  lightning,  and 
thunih-r. 

Si.hbMh,  19t!i  April,   1219. 

Darkne=3,  gross  darkness,  covers  llie  nations  around  us. 
But  this  darliuess  shall  be  dispelled.  The  sun  of  righteous- 
ness will  yet  arise  upon  them,  witli  healing  in  his  beams 
lu  this  consideration,  we  do  rejoice,  and  we  will  rejoice. 
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Monday,  20lh  ^pril,   1518. 

At  4,  A.  M.  we  sent  Mr.  IM.  and  Rango,  king  Fara's  chief 
man;  to  request  iiia  aKijesfy  to  meet  us,  at  Campelar.  He 
lives  at  Marro,  about  t\ve!ve  miles  distant,  on  Slicrbro  iplniid. 
He  claims  the  land  on  the  Bngroo,  and  is  one  ot  the  ioipor- 
fant  personages  ot"  tlie  country.  For  the  land  about  ('an>pe- 
lar,  5ui)  or  GOO  acres,  Mr  K.  paid  in  goods,  about  160  dol- 
lars. It  wiil  produce  rice  and  cassada,  I  ut  is  chielly  used 
as  a  salt  esta-blishincnt.  Mr.  K.  bought  (his  place  in  1814, 
and  hired  ?ome  men  to  clear  away  and  burn  the  bushes.  It 
was  said  that  some  ser[ient3  were  involved  in  the  conflagra- 
tion. The  natives,  who  have  a  particular  veneration  for 
Serpents,  (believing  them  to  be  (he  abode  of  the  evil  spirits, 
whose  power  and  displeasure  (hey  dej-recate,)  asserted  (hat 
the  devils  were  so  disturbed  at  the  burning  of  the  bushes, 
that  they  came  into  (heir  (owns,  raising  the  most  bitter  com- 
plain(s  agr.inst  John  KizelL  They  even  thought  of  calling 
a  palaver  to  try  the  otlender  according  to  the  cus(om  of  the 
country.  Several  of  (he  peo|)le  of  (his  village  have  been 
saved  by  ;VTr.  K.  from  dea(h  or  foreign  slavery.  No  death 
lias  ever  occurred  in  (he  village,  since  its  settlement. 

Our  men  went  out  at  low  water  and  brought  in  a  boat-load 
of  fine  large  oys(ers.  We  had  a  tornado  to-day.  It  greatly 
purities  the  air,  dispels  (he  general  haze,  and  seeme  (o  dimi- 
nish distances.  After  the  rain,  (he  moun(ains  apjieared  ad- 
mirably, wi(h  clouds  resting  along  their  sides  or  crowning 
their  summits. 

At  York  island,  we  took  on  board  a  man  oFBandasuma, 
in  Banga  river.  He  went  u[)  the  Deong  river,  (lie  last  moon, 
to  trade  for  cloths.  His  canoe  was  left  at  Ma((roo,  just 
below  (he  falls  in  Deong  river.  There  he  engaged  men  to 
help  him  (o  carry  his  salt  across  the  country,  eight  days' 
journey.  Passing  the  TJmmanees,  he  traded  chiefly  Avilh 
the  Krangos  and  Kuss.ios,  On  his  return,  he  was  unfortu- 
nately i)lundered  of  his  cloths,  amounting  to  twenty  or  thirty 
pieces.  He  describes  the  country  as  high,  generallj-^  level, 
and  covered  wi(h  forests.  He  speaks  of  mountains,  in  the 
third  or  fourth  daj'^s  journey. 

Tiii-s,lay,"2l5t  April.    13  IT. 

We  have  been  waiting  almost  with  impalience  for  (he 
king  of  Fara.  We  are  hoping  (o  finish  our  in((uiri(  s,  and 
leave  (his  jiart  of  the  coast,  late  in  May,  or  early  in  .Iniie, 
before  the  rains  are  fully  set  in.  The  weather,  si<ioe  our 
arrival  in  Africa,  has  hi(her(o  been  <|ui(e  plea9an(,  except 
the  heat,  occasionally  rather  opjiressive.  'JMie  (ornado  (his 
evening,  was  severe;  the  win<l  blew  hard  a  half  an  hour, 
and  some  rain  fell.  We  |ier(f'i\  e  many  appearances  of  dis- 
tant thtmder-btorms,  e-*pecially  towards  evening. 
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Our  canoe  returned  this  morning  with  the  king  of  Fara, 
His  people  were  rather  unwilling  to  let  hirn  leave  his  town. 
Mr.  itf.  says  Marro  has  thirty  cottages  ;  that  the  natives  arc 
badly  supplied  with  provisions;  that  the  soil  ia  sandy,  except 
the  mangrove  land,  which  is  muddy  and  sometimes  over- 
flowed. He,  however,  bought  half  a  dozen  fowls  for  a  bar 
of  tobacco,  which  would  not  indicate  any  famine. 

Should  commissioners  of  the  American  Society  hereafter 
visit  Africa,  they  should  have  a  ship  at  their  command,  and 
a  ca|)tain  well  acquainted  with  the  coast.  They  should  be 
furnished  with  ample  stores  of  provisions,  and  with  goods  for 
trade,  for  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  for  presents  to  the  kings. 

When  a  place  is  selected,  the  lands  should  be  cleared  to 
a  considerable  extent,  and  some  houses  constructed,  before 
many  families  removed.  This  could  be  done,  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  few  proper  persons,  employing  native  labour- 
ers.    The  expense  would  be  trifling. 

Should  a  colony  be  established  in  this  part  of  Africa,  it 
remains  a  question  whether  it  should  be  governed  by  white 
men,  or  whether  the  people  of  colour  will  consider  them- 
selves competent  to  self-governmeut  in  the  first  instance. 
If  Paul  Cuflee  were  alive,  it  might  settle  the  question  ;  but 
unless  a  judicious  man  of  colour  can  be  found,  who  will  se- 
cure the  contidence  of  all  parties,  it  will  be  best  to  have  a 
while  governor.  Every  thing  should  be  done  to  encourage 
the  people  of  colour  to  make  exertions  and  help  themselves. 
The  lands  should  be  kept  cheap,  and  easily  attainable.  Each 
ehould  become  a  po*.sessor  of  land,  anti  cultivate  his  own. 

In  making  a  purchase  of  lands,  the  goods  must  not  all  be 
given  to  one  king,  but  properly  apportioned  to  all  in  the  vi- 
cinit}'. 

A  canoe  with  twelve  persons,  from  Bendou  to  the  Plan- 
tain islands,  stopi)ed  along-side.  Two  women  appeared  to 
be  the  principal  personages.  Some  of  the  women  have  very 
amiable  and  intelligent  faces.  The  Africans  generally  ap- 
pear cheerful  and  happy.  Some  of  the  canoes  will  carry 
forty  persons,  and  sail  about  this  bay  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  with  entire  safety.  Sometimes,  they  spread  a  mat  for 
a  sail.  Some  use  oars,  but  they  generally  use  paddles. 
This  land  was  once  more  populous.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
the  population  is  now  increasing,  though  the  proportion  of 
small  children  is  very  large.  I  think  I  never  6a\v  so  great 
a  proportion  of  healthy,  active  children  in  any  country. 
Great  numbers  of  the  youth  and  the  middle  aged  are  in 
foreign  lands,  while  the  relics  of  old  age,  the  head-men,  and 
throngs  of  young  children  are  left  behind. 


55 


Fara  pretends  to  be  waiting  for  his  principal  men.  He  is 
making  inquiries  of  our  interpreters  respecting  our  objects. 
We  may  well  confide  in  their  representations  :  they  are 
faithful  men,  and  deeply  interested  in  our  success. 

Fara  mentioned  to  Mr.  K.  a  surprising  phenomenon,  of 
which  he  desired  an  explanation.  A  large  tree,  by  a  public 
path,  well  known  to  have  lain  on  the  ground  some  years, 
has  lately  risen  up,  stands  firm  and  erect,  and  grows  green 
and  luxuriant.  Mr.  K.  after  some  consideration,  said  he 
thought  he  could  explain  it.  He  said,  "  king  Fara,  his  peo- 
ple, and  his  country,  have  long  been  prostrated  and  lain  in 
the  dust.  They  are  now  beginning  to  rise,  and  if  they  en- 
courage these  people  to  come  from  America,  we  hope  they 
will  help  to  give  them  wisdom  and  strength."  Fara  looked 
gmve  at  the  explanation,  ,ind  thought  it  might  be  so. 

Thursday,  23d  April,   1818. 

We  had  an  interview  with  Fara,  and  made  a  brief  "late- 
meut  of  our  objects  and  wishes,  which  he  well  understood. 
Rango,  the  chief  speaker,  replied  in  a  very  appropriate  man- 
ner, "We  hear  you;  we  like  your  words;  may  God  bless 
you,  give  you  health  and  long  life ;  may  he  bless  Kizell, 
iMartin,  and  the  Caulkers  too,  because  they  were  good  in 
coming  to  introduce  j'ou.  We  shall  not  say  much  now  r 
Fara,  you  see,  is  young,  a  boy  ;  he  will  stand  behind  Sher 
bro,  and  will  speak  the  same  word  as  his  father.  We  have 
not  talked  with  Sherbro — you  have ;  you  have  seen  Caulk- 
er, Tucker,  Soyarrah,  &c. — they  have  offered  you  lands : — 
which  do  you  fancy  most?  When  a  man  wants  a  wife,  and 
goes  to  a  father  who  has  many  daughters,  he  tells  the  father 
which  he  likes  best,"  etc.  We  told  him  that  we  had  not 
seen  all  parts  of  the  country  yet,  and  were  not  prepared  to 
make  a  selection  ;  nor  could  we  let  the  kings  know  our 
choice  until  we  should  return  from  our  country.  He  said, 
we  "  were  at  liberty  to  go  any  where ;  the  country  was  large, 
many  part.s  where  no  people  lived  were  very  good  land — the 
banks  of  the  Yaltucker  were  fertile,  and  had  few  people ; 
the  Bagroo  country  vvas  wide  and  vacant."  He  thanked 
us  for  our  present,  and  Mr.  K.  for  bringing  us  to  Sherbro. 
He  said  he  knew  we  should  write  all  his  words  in  our  books, 
BO  we  must  hear  true  and  write  straight,  (laying  his  palaver 
brush  flat  and  straight  on  tlu'  ground.)  They  saiil  "  it  was 
a  custom  of  their  country,  when  strangers  came,  to  jjour  a 
little  wine  on  the  graves  of  their  fathers,  and  say  'good 
strangers  have  come  to  us,  0  bless  good  strangers,'  etc.  and 
they  wanted  a  little  wine  to  j)Our  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  once 
fallen,  now  standing  erect."  We  (old  them  their  intimation 
would  not  be  forgotten;  and  having  tak«u  an  aflVctionate 
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leave  of  them,  we  returned  on  board;  and  seut  tbem  a  boUIt 
of  wine,  rather  to  bedew  their  royal  li[)S,  thau  to  -priukle  th«: 
ashea  of  their  fathers,  or  irrigate  the  tiiarvelioud  tret;. 

At  1 1,  A.  M.  we  sailed  I'roni    Campelur,   ha\iag   seven  or 
eight  fathoms  water  until  we  came  to  the  niouth  of  tne  Ba- 
groo,  where  we  had  four  or  live  fathoms.  The  general  course 
of  the  Bagroo  is  from   tlie   east.     The   banks   are    low,  and 
covered  with  mangroves.     Many  little  islands  lie  along  on 
each  side,  near  the  mouth.    The  river  is  one  and  a  half,  and 
one  mile  wide,  for  the  tirsl  six  miles.  Here  comes  in,  on  the 
right,  the  Banga,  from  the  south-east,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide 
at  its  entrance.     Shortly  above,  couies  in   the   Kobanna  oa 
the  left,  one  hundred  yards  wide.     This  Hows  out  Irom  the 
Bagroo  fifteen  miles  above,  and  having  made  a  iittie  excur- 
sion of  about  twenty-five   miles,  here  returns  to  the  parent 
stream.     Passing  up  about  tea  miles,  from  the  Banga,  with  a 
few  curves  and  windings,  comes  in  from  the  right,  the  beau- 
tiful ^lano,   one   hundred   yards  wide.     Here   we  anchored 
early  in  the  evening,  in  five  iathoms.     By  measure,  the  Ba- 
groo was  here  found  to  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  over. 
At  the  confluence  of  these  rivers,  or  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mano,  is  the  place  for  our  town.     Mr.  K.  gives  it  a  prefer- 
ence to  any  other  part  of  Sherbro. 

Mano  river,  FriJay,  24rh  April.    1813. 

We  took  a  canoe  to  make  an  excursion  up  the  Mano. — 
This  branch  of  the  Bagroo  is  three  and  a  half  and  four 
fathoms  deep.  It  has  low  banks  about  two  miles,  and  cover- 
ed with  mangroves,  with  the  exception  of  one  place,  one 
mile  up,  on  the  right  hand.  Here  we  stopped  to  lay  the  plan 
of  a  town.  The  land  gradually  rises  back  twenty-five  or 
thirty  feet,  is  sufficiently  supplied  with  stone  for  building  or 
other  purposes,  and  is  covered  with  fine  large  timber  of  va- 
rious qualities.  The  Mano  mountain,  or  a  ridge  of  it,  ter- 
minates abruptly  on  the  left  bank  just  above,  which  adds 
much  to  the  rude  scenery  of  the  spot.  The  ground  is  hard 
and  dry,  covered  with  six  or  eight  inches  of  vegetable  mould. 
Six  miles  above,  the  hills  on  the  right  bank  are  cleared 
to  a  great  extent,  for  rice.  Th*  soil  did  not  appear  to  be 
deep.  On  the  opposite  bank  stands  the  village  of  i\Iano, 
over  which  a  kind  sensible  man  presides,  named  Superwill. 
He  sent  a  man  with  us  to  show  us  the  falls  or  rapids  in  the 
river,  two  miles  above.  The  water  becomes  more  shallow. 
Ledges  of  rocks  lie  along  in  some  parts  of  the  channel.  The 
rapids  are  formed  by  ledges,  extending  across  the  river,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  These  are  bare  now,  in  the  dry  season, 
30  that  we  could  walk  nearly  across  the  river;  but  in  the 
rainy  season,  they  are  mostly  covered.     The  width  of  the 
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channel  is  60  or  30  yards.     'IMiis  beinc;  the  driest  season  of 
tbe  year,   tlie  ({Ufiiitily  ot  \va(«T  iLt'!»ceuding  did  not  apjiear 
(o  be  ;;reat,  but  (lie  current  was  rapid.      i\o  one  peqiendicu- 
lar  fall  exceeded  about    four    leet.     The  de>.cent  in  tliree  or 
four  hundred  yards,  ai)|)eared  to  be  twelve  or  fifteen   feet. 
Here  is  au  abundance    of  stoue  convenient  for    laying  the 
foundation  of  forges,  mills,  and  waterworks  of  any  descrip- 
tion.    There  is  an  abundance  of  large,   liard  timber,   above 
the  ra[)ids,  and  along  (he  banks.     Indeed,  (he  country  is  a 
forest.     There  are  evident  appearances  of  iron  ore  in  many 
places.     We  crossed  a  hue  rivulet  of  very  cool  and  pure  wa- 
ter, desceniiing  from  the  hill,  and  Hovviiig  over  a  bottom  of 
gravel  and  sand.     We  went  up  the  hill  to  see  the  rice  plan- 
tations.    The  couidry  back  appeared  (o  be  high  land,  agree- 
ably undulating,  and  covered  wilh  forest.     For  health  and 
coiHlort  it  ap[)ear3  very  inviting,  though  (he  soil  is  not  .so 
fertile,  nor  so  easy  of  tillage,   as  on   (he   banks,   and  in  the 
low  lands. 

On  our  return,  we  stopped  at  ]\Iano.     The  head-woman 
had  boiled  for  us  a  dish  of  rice,  and  dressed  some  fowls.   We 
gave  her  a  small  present,  as  we  had  before  done  to  the  head- 
man.     Superwill,  (he  head-man,  gave  us  a   lamb.     All  the 
people  in  this  river  appeared  most  friendly  and  kind.    They 
expressed  great  satislaction  at  our  words,  and  eager  to  see 
our  peojjle  come,  if  they  would   be   kind,   and   bring  God'a 
book.     We  said  that  persons  must  be  sent  with  our  people  to 
eslablish  schools  for  (he  children,  and  to  instruct  the  people. 
They  said  they  should  be  glad.    One  man,  whose  hair  and 
beard  were  white   with   age,  saiil,   he   wished   it  could  be 
now  ;  it  was  much  wanted  in  the  country — he  wished  to  hear 
more  about  God's  book  before  he  died.     It  is  certainly  sur- 
prising that  there  should  be  such  a  desire  among  the  peoi)le 
to  hear  the  book  of  IJod,  and  to  have  their  children  instruct 
ed  to  read.     There  is  just  reason  to  hope  that  the  [(rinciples 
of  our  holy  religion  would   be   embraced  by   many  in  this 
coimtry,  if  the}'  were  instructed  in  them. 

It  seems  desirable  to  obtain  this  country  (o  the  right  of 
the  Mano.  It  is  hijrh  and  airy.  It  extends  back  HO  or  90 
miles  to  tbe  Timmannec  country.  It  is  called  a  good  coun- 
try by  tho?e  who  have  travelled  over  it.  A  brook  is  &j)oken 
t)f,  which  empties  into  the  .Matio,  one  or  two  miles  above  (he 
ra[)ids,  and  extends  far  into  (lie  interior.  The  whole  coun- 
try, alter  we  leave  (he  litlU-  villages  on  the  IMano,  has  no 
inbaiiitanls  until  we  reach  the  Timiiianees.  Its  extent,  va- 
cant population,  and  jirohablc  tertility,  reruler  it  iiiglily  eli- 
gible, 'J'o  (his  miL'^li(  be  ad<led  (be  jteninsuia  between  the 
Jfagroo  and  iNTano  rivers,  wliicli  v\ill  iitrlud«  the  Manomoun- 
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rain,  as  I  he  otlicr  tract  dors  flie  Perra  niouiilain.  These 
alone  lorni  a  v;icant  regiun  ol  .'{ouo  scjuare  uiiltri,  and  capa- 
ble of  suitportint;,  with  very  moderate  culture,  a  population 
of  20,000.  it  incUKles  mountains,  rivers,  t'orepits,  rapids,  and 
spriiii^s  ol"  water.  'I'he  Hagroo  will  admit  vessels  of  a  good 
Hize  to  the  mouth  ol"  the  Mano;  and  the  Mano,  es[)fcciHl!y  at 
hiirh  tide,  or  in  the  rainy  season,  has  three  and  lour  talho/ns 
water,  nearly  to  the  rapids,  above  the  villau;e  Mano.  Ano- 
ther vacant  and  fertile  tract,  lies  north  ol  the  Boom  river. 
IVrhaps  (his  should  he  prelerreil  to  the  other.  Except  where 
liie  towns  stand,  any  part  ol"  the  country  may  be  bought  in 
exchange  lor  goods,  nearly  ou  our  own  terms. 

Bairroo  Ri.  .-r,  Saturdsy.  25ih  April.  IRIS. 

We  floated  up  with  the  tide  from  the  mouth  ol  the  Mano 
to  the  villai^e  Tasst),  on  the  left  hank,  perhaps  ten  miles. 
As  we  sailed  up  we  |)ansed  t\vo  little  villa«:es  on  the  left,  and 
the  Mano  mountain  on  the  rit^ht.  This  mountain  has  a  very 
interestini;  appearance,  covered  with  forest,  having  usually 
a  sjradual  ascent,  and  presenting  eligible  places  for  buildings, 
and  for  5mali  towns,  if  the  soil  should  prove  favourable  for 
agriculture.  The  mangroves  occupy  a  narrow  space  near- 
ly all  along  the  banks:  where  they  grow,  the  soil  is  a  black 
mud,  doubtless  rich,  if  it  could  be  cleared,  and  sulliciently 
secured  from  inundation  for  purposes  of  culture. 

Just  below  Tasso,  and  on  the  same  side,  is  a  trading  esta- 
btishnient,  called  I<,iverpool,  now  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  Mr.  Jones,  one  ol  the  first  settlers  of  Sierra  Leone.  He 
has  lived  here,  with  a  considerable  family  of  children  and 
granil-chiidren,  some  years.  He  and  his  son  appear  to  be 
sensible,  christian  men,  and  anxious  to  see  their  brethren  in 
America  return  to  this  country.  They  cultivate  rice,  cassa- 
da,  sweet  jiotatoes,  and  a  variety  of  truits.  Indian  corn, 
w  hen  planted,  grows  well,  but  rice  is  [)relerred.  They  think 
that  beans,  and  a  great  variety  of  roots  and  vegetables  wouhl 
do  well,  if  cultivated  with  any  care.  The  wild  pigs  are  very 
numerous,  and  root  U[)  the  fields  of  cassada.  Fowls,  sheep, 
and  goats,  thrive  and  nnilti|dy.  The  leopard  was  trouble- 
some formerly,  in  catching  the  kills  and  lambs.  We  went 
back  to  the  sr)ring  of  water,  and  to  the  rice  and  cassada  fields. 
The  land  on  this  side  of  the  Bagroo,  is  (piite  dillerent  from 
that  on  the  other  side,  and  to  the  riglit  of  the  Mano.  Here, 
it  ia  level  country,  the  whole  distance  to  the  Vallucker,  or 
to  the  Camaranca  river.  If  is  rather  a  thin  soil,  and  gene- 
rally sandy,  but  easy  of  tillage,  and  quite  productive.  It  is 
covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  small  wood,  shrubs,  antl 
vines.  Which  tract  may  finally  prove  the  most  eligible,  ad- 
mits of  doubt. 
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SnbKilli,  5Hlli  A|iil,  ISll), 

We  lay  od'  Tasso.  Somango  is  the  liead-nian.  Th«  vil- 
las;*^ lias  30  houses.  The  people  are  said  to  be  very  ^vicked 
ami  su|)er6litiou3. 

Mr.  K.  saNv  Soinan2,o  towaril^i  evening,  and  staled  to  him 
our  general  oltjeetsi.  lie  a|»|ieartd  friendly  ;  but  he  told  Mr. 
K.  wlu'ii  strangers  came,  thry  ga\e  him  wine  or  riini.  Mr. 
K.  saiil,  that  slave-trachrs  gave  nnn  to  make  (hem  quarrel 
and  sell  each  other;  (his  wad  what  they  wariletl  :  hut  the 
Btrangers  he  had  brought,  came  to  ojten  their  eyes,  and  not 
to  blind  (liem,  and  hoped  to  find  and  leave  them  sober,  that 
they  might  be  able  to  give  a  true  answer,  and  speak  good 
words. 

Bai^roo  River,  MonJ.iy,  2~lU  April.  1318. 

Somango  has  gone  to  Robanna,  to  consult  with  Sologo, 
and  to  invite  him  to  Tasso.  Sologo  is  quite  aged,  and  is 
considered  the  principal  man  in  this  river. 

I  took  the  boat  and  went  up  the  liagroo.  Mangroves  still 
line  the  banks.  In  a  mile  and  a  hall"  we  canie  to  two  forks 
in  the  river;  each  branch  is  more  ihan  IOC  3'ards  wide;  the 
one  runs  from  the  north,  and  the  other  from  the  east.  From 
Mr.  K's  account,  I  shouUl  not  tliiuk  that  large  canoes  could 
ascend  either  branch,  more  than  15  or  20  miles,  and  the 
source  of  each  cannot  be  more  than  i>0  or  OO  miles.  Both 
branches  become  inconsiderable  brooks  above  where  the 
tide  flows. 

We  called  at  a  [dace,  once  a  slave^factory  of  the  Bance- 
islaiid  Com[iany,  now  overgrown  with  grass  and  shrubs. 
There  are  orange  ami  lime  trees  adjacent.  \Vc  knm-.kt d  oil" 
a  few  oranges  with  sticks,  and  asked  our  boatmen  to  climb 
the  trees  and  gather  more.  They  hesitated,  being  afraid 
there  were  gregrets  on  th<;  trees.  We  called  at  another 
[dace,  where  (Jordou  Hicks,  and  other  Sierra  Leone  colonicils 
used  to  trade.  The  land  is  not  liable  to  be  overtlowe<l, 
sandy,  but  i)roductive. 

We  had  conversation  with  a  Mr.  Wilson,  at  Liver[)ool, 
who  is  a  man  of  colour,  formerly  of  Boston,  or  Baltimore. 
He  is  a  ship  carpenter,  and  came  out  from  Boston  to  Sierra 
Leone,  about  four  years  ago.  He  said  it  was  best  lor  the 
people  of  colour,  who  are  now  in  America,  to  come  to  this 
country.  He  said  that  houses,  built  in  the  style  of  the  na- 
tives, at  10  or  12  dollars  each,  10  feet  by  15  or  20,  would  be 
best,  just  in  the  infancy  of  the  colony.  Carpenters,  and  all 
mechanics,  shouhl  com(;  from  .America.  If  they  could  not 
work  the  wliole  day  at  fir^it,  tln-y  could  work  a  part  of  the 
day,  and  su|)erintend  the  bijiinesH.  He  said  he  gave  more 
than  loo  dollars,  at  Sierra   l.»unr,    for  (l»-  Irume   only   uf  a 
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Bmall  wooden  liftiise.  The  carpenters  of  Sierra  Leone  charge 
a  dollar  ?>  da)  :  tlirt-e  or  louroi'  them  would  not  do  iiio'e  work 
in  a  day  than  one  in  the  t'nitttd  States.  He  said  that  one 
kind  ot  Iho  nianj^roves  hard,  tall,  and  straight,  would  make 
very  good  house-tiaiber. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  if  a  place  were  selected  for  a  colony,  he 
could  see  (illy  or  an  iiuiulred  acres  of  land  cleared  in  a  short 
time,  and  houses,  constructed  in  the  country  style,  to  accom- 
modate the  first  petllers.  The  ex|)ense  of  clearing  the  land 
might  be  about  six  dollars  an  acre. 

The  youns  Air.  J.  said  that  he  had  travelled  through  the 
Baairoo  countrj'  to  the  Timmanees,  between  two  and  three 
day's  journey,  and  could  strongly  recommend  it  to  us.  It 
was  high,  supplied  with  brooks  and  springs,  havinc  sufficient 
stone  for  building  and  oth'-r  purposes,  and  richly  covered 
with  forest  trees,  which  suuicieully  indicated  a  good  soil. — 
He  said  the  Bagroo  was  the  most  extensive  district  in  Sher- 
bro,  and  was  without  inhabitants. 

Tuesday,  28th  April,  1818 

Tasso  extends  along  the  bank  one  hundred  yards,  and  fifty 
back.  It  has  orange,  lime,  cocoa-nut.  bar  ana,  and  plan- 
tain treed  around  it;  and  then  forest  an<i  niid  shrul  bery. — 
Some  tall  and  elegant  [tullom  trees  stand  in  tiie  devil*.-*  tiush. 
The  rice  fields  are  concealed  oi:'»  or  two  miles  Jtack  of  the 
town.  The  Mano  mountain  bears  S.  E.  four  miles  distant. 
From  Liverpool,  we  can  look  across  to  the  cleared  landa 
beyond  the  Mano  river,  where  we  were  five  days  ago.  Rice, 
lioney,  cassada,  and  fowls,  are  quite  cheaj)  and  abm;:i«nt. 
The  meat  of  the  goat  is  preferred  to  mutton,  having  nothing 
of  the  rancid  flavour  which  is  observed  in  northern  latitudes. 
Ckittle  might  be  raised  to  any  extent,  but  no  one  here  has 
wealth  or  energy  enough.  Horses  are  unknown,  but  might 
be  introduced  from  the  Foulhas  and  Soosoos.  The  horses, 
used  by  the  Indir.ns  on  the  JMississipjji,  I  think  woulil  do 
well  here.  Prol)ab!y  nudes  and  oxen  might  be  used  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  J.  gave  us  a  long  account  of  the  diificulties  of  the  Si- 
erra Leone  colony  with  ilie  natives.  He  thinks  300  men, 
well  armed,  who  could  be  assembled  on  a  short  notice,  would 
aCTord  entire  security  to  any  colony  against  them. 

\\'odn>-5.iay.  i9lh  April,  18 1"!. 

As  Somango  does  not  return  and  there  is  no  advantage 
arising  from  a  delay  at  Tasso,  we  conclude  to  go  down  the 
river  and  call  at  Ilobanna,  where  Somango  is  now  engaged 
in  consultations  with  Sologo.  Robanna  is  situated  on  Ro- 
banna  river  or  creek,  which  runs  out  of  the  Ragroo  a  little 
below  Tasso;  and  returns  into  it  again  about  fifteen  miles 
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iiirtlier  down.  We  sent  IMr.  Anderson  in  a  canoe  down  il>e 
Kobanna,  while  we  sailed  down  the  J5agi»o.  Mr.  A.  found 
yoi()!i;o  ill  home,  who  sejit  word  that  it  we  woidd  call  on  hitn 
at  liobanna,  lie  would  tell  us  what  was  in  his  head. 

We  liHve  hecorne  so  far  ac(|uaint(d  with  the  country,  as 
to  satisty  ourselves  that  there  is  much  good  land  unoccupied 
by  any  people,  and  that  it  has  j^ood  water.  The  climate  we 
believe  will  he  deemed  as  temperate  as  that  of  any  jiarl  of 
the  coast  hetween  the  Senegal  and  the  eipiator.  We  do  not 
see  why  it  ma}*  not  he  a  health}^  couiitiy,  as  it  has  moun- 
tains and  high  ridges  of  land.  The  Mano  has  high  banks  a 
few  miles  above  its  mouth,  though  the  Bagroo  banks  below 
this,  are  wholly  covered  with  mangroves.  The  ridges  of 
land  are  o|)en  to  the  sea-breeze.  Brooks  and  springs  may 
be  tound  in  almost  any  direction.  Mills  may  be  erected  on 
tke  Mano. 

The  natives  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  supreme  God, 
^vho  is  great  and  good,  but  indiS'erent  to  the  concerns  of 
men.  It  is  their  concern  to  secure  the  favour  and  avert  the 
displeasure  of  certain  inferior  malignant  spirits,  Avliom  they 
imairine  to  be  continually  attendant  on  their  persons,  and  to 
be^the  authors  of  all  their  evils.  They  place  grent  confi- 
dence in  their  gregroes  or  amulets.  They  have  sacred 
groves,  trees,  and  huts.  They  occasionally  strew  fruit?; 
about  their  towns,  or  spread  mats  by  the  public  paths,  as  of- 
ferings to  the  invisible  spirits.  They  sometimes  make 
prayers  on  the  graves  of  their  fathers,  or  under  their  sacred 
trees.  Though  they  may  sometimes  pay  a  kind  of  homage 
to  the  supreme  God,  yet  their  ideas  of  liim  are  very  ind'gt," 
tinct.  The  true  light  ha§  never  shone  upon  I  hem.  One  who 
was  present  the  other  da}',  at  our  social  worship,  afterwards 
said  to  a  friend,  "tliat  he  never  knew  before,  that  white  men 
prayed." 

These  three  days  Mr.  B.  has  been  (piite  nnwell.  In  the 
afternoflti  ami  evening  he  lias  a  high  fever.  It  ap|)car9  to 
have  lieen  l)roiJi:lit  on  by  too  much  fatigue  on  our  excursions 
np  the  Deong  and  Mano  rivers,  and  by  too  great  exposure  to 
the  sun.  He  comjilains  of  severe  pains  in  the  head,  and  gene- 
ral dis(|wietu(le.  He  has  little  sound  sleep.  Ht;  eerlaiiily 
needs  niedi(^il  aid  arul  lutter  altenli(»n  than  we  can  give  him 
onboard  this  little  schooner.  On  bis  acrourit,  I  am  anxiouH 
to  return  directly  to  Sierra  Leone.  But  he  thirdis  there  is  as 
fair  a  prospect  of  his  recovery  here,  as  at  the  colony.  Ifc 
considers  it  very  im|)orlant  that  I  should  see  Sologo  and  Pa 
Poosoo,  and  says  a  slight  Ihish  of  the  fever  oimht  not  to  |(it- 
vent  it. 
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Thursaiiy,  30lti  Aprii,  ISIS. 

"VW  carlj  eml)arkoil  in  oiir  canoe  to  go  up  to  Robanna. — 
The  i^I-.mcl  fonned  by  the  Kobanna  and  the  Bagroo,  id  at)out 
five  milts  wide  and  fifteen  long,  it  has  a  considerable 
tjuantity  of  dry  lantl,  though  generally  skirted  with  man- 
groves. A  tract  on  the  upper  part  of  it  belongs  to  Mr.  K. 
The  town  stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Robanna,  aljout  five 
miles  from  the  Bagroo,  built  in  the  usual  style.  There  are 
orange,  cocoa-nut,  lime,  banana,  and  plantain  trees,  with 
many  others,  around  the  town.  The  area  is  about  half  an 
acre.  It  was  formerly  a  large  town.  The  cotton  bush, 
cassada,  sweet  potatoes,  <^'c.  grow  on  the  bank  near  the  town. 
Sologo  is  a  very  old  man,  probably  70,  having  a  beard  long 
and  white.  The  kings  in  this  country  are  generally  old  men. 
We  gave  him  a  small  [iiece  of  bafta,  some  tobacco,  and 
powder,  and  stated  to  him  our  object  in  calling.  He  thank- 
ed us  for  our  present,  and  said  he  was  pleased  with  our  ob- 
ject. He  said  king  Kara  w  as  over  that  [)art  of  the  country. 
He  told  the  story  of  the  capture  and  escape  of  old  king  Sher- 
bro,  and  that  he  afterwards  came  to  Robanna,  where  he  died, 
and  was  buried.  He  said  that  the  kings  and  head-men  had 
never  met  together  to  appoint  a  regular  successor.  He  did 
not  like  the  conduct  of  Kong  Couber,  in  retaining  the  power 
in  his  own  hands,  and  did  not  apjiear  disposed  fully  to  ac- 
knowledge the  supremacy  of  Sherbro.  He  thought  as  old 
king  Sherbro  died  and  was  buried  in  his  town,  and  no  suc- 
cessor had  been  regularly  appointed,  he  was  equal  or  supe- 
rior to  the  present  king  Sherbro.  He,  however,  acknow- 
ledges Fara  to  be  over  hfm ;  and  Fara,  whom  we  saw  the 
Other  day,  says  that  Sherbro  is  the  father  of  the  country. 
Sologo  is  aged,  feeble,  and  poor,  and  would  no  doubt  grant 
our  wishes,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  him,  if  he  might  have  a 
share  in  the  goods  given  for  lands.  He  said  he  knew  our 
object  was  a  good  one,  and  that  Mr.  K.,  who  brought  us  to 
him,  was  a  friend  to  the  country.  He  gave  us  two  fowls 
and  a  quantity  of  rice,  which  we  accepted  in  com[»liance 
with  his  wishes  and  general  custom.  The  kings  and  peo|)le 
are  all  poor,  because  they  are  too  indolent  to  make  any  con- 
sitlerable  efforts  to  obtain  wealth.  They  often  opi)ose  the 
active  young  men,  who  are  collecting  things  comfortable 
around  them ;  and  say  these  young  men  are  high-minded : 
they  want  to  go  before  all,  and  outdo  their  fathers.  They 
have  been  known  to  call  palavers,  take  away  the  property 
of  the  young  men,  and  sell  them  as  slaves.  The  indolence 
of  the  people  is  not  chiefly  owing  to  climate,  but  to  their 
di^[)Osi(ions  and  habits. 
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In  going  to  Robanna,  ^ve  passed  places,  as  we  have  dout- 
in  all  the  other  rivers,  where  tliere  were  lonrierly  lar<^e  towns, 
anil  now  not  a  hut  standing.  Wars,  tiie  slave-trade,  and  red- 
water,  have  wasted  away  the  inhabitants.  Mr,  K.  thinks  the 
poptdatioii  has  ileereased  one  hall  since  he  be<"arue  acijiiaint- 
etl  with  the  country,  twenty  yeara  ago.  He  considers  the 
population  now  decreasing.  This  may  be  ascribed  partly 
to  the  practice  of  polygamy,  but  more  to  the  slavo-trado, 
whieli  is  still  privately  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent; 
and,  as  Air.  K.  thinks,  still  more  to  the  sovereign  an(i  mys- 
terious providence  ol"  God,  who  has  so  ordered  it,  that  the 
country  might  now  be  vacant  for  the  introduction  of  a  bet- 
ter people. 

Friday,  1st  May.  1813. 

Soon  after  sun-rise  we  set  out  in  our  canoe  to  go  u()  the 
Banga,  as  far  as  Randasuma,  on  a  visit  to  Fa  Poosoo,  the 
liead-inan.  'i'lie  Banga  is  nearly  a  mile  wide  at  the  mouth, 
and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  at  Bandasuma,  seven 
miles  up.  The  banka  are  low,  muddy,  and  overgrown  with 
mangroves.  At  one  place,  however,  the  dry  land  comes 
down  nearly  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  As  far  as  I  could 
ascertain,  this  high  land  extends  back  to  the  I\lano,  and 
might  be  included  in  any  future  purchase  of  lands  on 
that  river.  This  tract  Pa  Poosoo  has  offered  to  Mr.  K.  if 
lie  would  come  and  live  in  the  country. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  Bandasuma,  we  had  an  interview 
with  Pa  Poosoo,  who  expressed  great  satisfaction  with  our 
designs.     As  some  of  his  men  whom  he  \\ished  to  consult 
were  out  of  town,  he  sent  for  them,  and  waited  for  their  re- 
turn,    it  rained  very  hard  late  in  the  afternoon,   and  was 
cloudy  until  night.     After  sun-set,   having   consulted  with 
his  principal  men.  Pa  Poosoo  made  known  to  us  that  he  was 
ready  to  give  ug  an  answer.     We  assembled  at  4he  king's 
bonse.    A  wax  candle  was  burning  in  the  wall.     The  king's 
brother  said,  (in   reference  to  myself  and  iMr.  B.,  who  was 
unable  to  come  with  us,)  "  .May  God  bless  you,  and  as  you 
came  in  health  to  this  country,   may  yon   return   in    health 
to  your  own.     M'e    are   glad   to  hear   what  you   say;    we 
like  it    well.     The  old    people    among    us   wish   you    had 
come  before.     They  are  now  afra-id  they  will  die  loo  soon. 
They   want  to   see   the  time   when   tlie  people  will   come 
to  this  country   to   teach  the  children   to  read   and   write, 
and  to  know  the  true  (iod.     'I'he  king  says  I  nnisl  tell  you 
lie  likes  your  object  nitich;  and  if  the  other  kinirs  call  him  to 
nay  what  is  in  his  heart,  he  sli.ili  say,  give  the  peojde  land. 
We  know  you  come  with  a  good  mind,  because  IMr.  K.  brings 
you.  anil  he  is  a  friend  to  our  coiiufry.     The  old  peoMl*-  \\]\\ 
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ilie  fools,  Imt  it  these  people  come  from  America,  tlie  chil- 
dren will  luni  ami  know  njore  than  their  fathers.  But  they 
were  afraid  tin;  people  would  not  come,  and  it  would  never 
be  as  they  said.  'I'here  was  juuch  good  land  where  no  peo- 
ple lived.  1  incjuired  what  part  of  the  country  would  he 
best  for  the  peo[)le,  when  they  should  come  to  settle.  They 
rrplied,  when  a  man  was  looking  lor  a  wife,  he  would  not 
like  to  have  another  to  select  for  him.  Tliey  asked  in  ro- 
turu,  what  part  of  the  country  [ileased  us  niost  ?  1  replied 
that  we  wished  to  sec  more  of  it,  before  we  hxed  on  any 
part.  They  afterwards  said,  if  they  were  to  choose  the 
place,  they  would  say,  bring  the  people  to  our  town.  Pa 
FoosTJO  is  nearly  70  years  old,  of  a  jileasant  countenance, 
and  good  character.  We  staid  over  night.  More  rain 
fell. 

Saturday,  2d  May,  1818. 

We  i)repared  to  return  early.  Pa  Poosoo  thanked  ua  for 
our  [)resent,  and  gave  us  two  leopard  skins  in  return.  We 
look  an  atVectiouate  leave  of  the  kind  old  man.  Mis  town 
!s  pleasantly  situated  on  a  point  of  land,  formed  by  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Banga  and  Bandasuma,  and  contains  80  cottages. 
The  ground  is  very  productive,  though  the  soil  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  very  rich.  It  has  an  abundant  growth  of  trees, 
shrubs,  and  vines.  The  Banga  has  one  considerable  branch 
making  oil' to  the  left,  as  we  ascended.  It  has  also  many 
outlets,  or  deep  muddy  creeks,  one  of  which  connects  it  with 
the  Hagroo,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Mano. 

Since  wo  left  Sierra  Leone,  we  have  had  land  oflVred  ua 
by  T.  Caulker,  on  the  Camaranca;  by  J.  Tucker,  on  the 
Boom;  by  the  king  of  Cotton,  on  the  Ueong;  by  Fara,  on 
the  Hagroo,  or  the  Valtucker;  and  by  Pa  Poosoo,  on  the 
Banga.  The  Bagroo  presents  one  of  the  best  places  for  the 
commencement  of  a  colony,  in  this  part  of  Africa.  It  might 
soon  extend  to  the  right  of  the  i\lano,  towards  the  Perra 
mountains ;  and  then,  if  desired,  it  might  have  liberty  to 
spread  back  into  the  interior  50  or  oO  miles.  The  country 
is  unoccupied,  has  good  water,  is  dry,  and  agreeably 
uneven. 

We  reached  our  schooner  at  10  a.  m.  and  made  prepara- 
tions to  leave  the  river.  We  found  that  some  of  our  crew 
bad  been  to  the  oyster  bank,  and  gathered  two  boat  loads, 
Avhich  were  a  sutRcient  quantity  to  sup|)ly  10  or  12  men 
a  week. 

We  daily  see  the  smoke  of  several  fires,  where  the  natives 
are  clearing  the  ground  tor  rice.  This  has  been  a  com- 
nu»n  and  a  pleasing  spectacle,  while  we  have  been  in  the 
fountry. 
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't.innnn  I-Uniln,  Tni-sdiiy,   Slli  Miiy,   1818. 

Ecirly  this  morninsi  wo  called  at  tlie  Eanana  Jslands,  and 
restored  to  .  Ir.  Caulker  his  iiu'Ssenc;or(*,  who  havt  attended 
UB  tlie  whole  cir'^uit.  The  youii^  men  have  behaved  well, 
wliile  they  have,  been  v.  iili  us,  and  one  ot"  them  has  made 
some  progress  in  the  lirst  rules  ol  arithmetic. 

Si«rra  Leone,  Thiirsilny,  7th  May,    1S13. 

We  arrived  fo-day,  and  took  lodfj^iugs  with  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Browii,  a  worthy  missionary  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
connection. 

Sitrra  Leone,  Saturday,  9tli  M  ly,  1318. 

I  called  on  Governor  Macarthy.  Ke  received  me  in  a 
very  friendly  manner,  and  oifereii  us  any  assistance  in  his 
power,  lie  expressed  a  confidence  in  the  benevolent  views 
of  the  A.nericun  Society. 

A  Danish  ship  arrived  to-day,  having  on  board  a  noble- 
man, who  was  a  late  (jiovernor  of  one  of  the  Daidsh  forts  on 
the  G  ^!d  coast.  He  is  nt)W  on  liis  return  from  Denmark  to 
hi^  -stat.on. 

We  have  spent  some  time  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ay  lander,  a 
missiona'-y  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  whose  name 
is  familiiir  in  the  United  States.  He  is  an  intelligent,  meek, 
and  devout  man.  He  mourns  over  the  inefficacy  of  his 
labours  among  the  natives.  Tears  s(oi;;l  in  his  eyes  while 
he  describttl  the  state  ol  the  people,  und  spoke  of  the  small 
fruits  which  he  was  allowed  to  witness  of  the  usefulness  of 
liis  labours.  All  the  missionaries  here  are  christian  men, 
and  entitled  to  the  conhdence  and  prayers  of  good  people 
throughout  the  earth. 

Captain  Ai»p!et(nj  sailed  to-day  to  enter  upon  the  duties* 
of  his  office,  as  commandaat  of  St.  Mary's,  in  the  Gambia. 

Sierra  Leone,  Sabbath,   lOlh   May,   ISH*. 

There  is  a  great  degree  of  regularity  among  tlie  people  of 
this  place.  1'heie  does  not  seem  to  be  any  labour  on  this 
day,  and  a  large  propojiion  are  regular  attf  ndanls  on  the 
worshii)  of  God.  The  U!ilracl.tl)le  Kroo-nien  wii!  indeed  in- 
duli^e  in  their  wreslliiigs  and  otbei-  sports  on  the  lieach,  not- 
with.-tandiiig  past  atfenipts  <o  check  them. 

1  heard  a  sermoii  from  il:e  Kev.  IMr.  Garnon,  the  colonial 
cliaplain,  and  another  from  the  Kev.  Mr.  Hrown.  'i'hfre  are 
loundatiuns  laid  for  three  houses  of  worsliip  in  Fret  town. — 
'J'hey  will  be  constructed  of  stone,  large  and  (iiiri'i'O.  'J'hese 
edifices  and  ehuichei;,  whit;h  have  been  buiit  and  are  build- 
ing, prove  the  jiermanence  of  the  colony  and  are  a  |»ledge  ol 
ild  futirrr  prospen'tv. 

O 


06 


Si.-ira  I.e.)!..-.   Tiir-ih.y,  UHl,  M:,y.   ICIC. 

f  called  Oil  llu!  Danish  Governor,  and  shon'ed  him  Cotiui 
Schimiiitliiiaris  lelltr  tons,  lie  esteemed  the  ol)jt!('tH  of 
our  eiMhas-<y  hiiiiiam!,  important,  and  adapted  to  promote  Ihi 
hest  iiiteresls  of  AtVicans.  He  did  not  conceive  that  colonies 
ot  Uic  Ar:iciican  people  ot  colour  would,  in  the  Ica^-t,  inter- 
fere Willi  any  exi-ilini^  European  establishment;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  might  aid  cacii  other,  and  comuiue  tlieiretforts  to 
civilize  and  instruct  ihe  AlVican  nations.  AgricnUnre  and 
coniip.crce  would  naturally  increase  with  the  number  ol  set- 
tlements, which  hatl  these  olijects  in  view.  He  had  heen 
on  '.he  coast  hve  years,  and  considered  the  high  lands  healthy. 
He  had  lioen  invited  hy  the  Bishop  of  Cojienhagen  to  trans- 
late the  Bihle  into  tlie  language  of  Acra,  and  lie  expressed 
las  determination  to  execute  the  work,  which  he  had  already 
begun  I 

Sierra  Leone,  Monday.  I3th  May,   1518, 

I  have  now  visited  most  of  the  villages  in  the  colon}'. 
The  population  of  the  colony  is  nearly  twelve  thousand. 
'I'he  schools  are  in  a  nourishing  state,  accommodating  near- 
ly two  tliousanil  children.  Each  village  has  a  su|)erintendent, 
who  is  a  clergyman  or  schoolmaster.  Each  \illage  has  a 
jdace  of  worsl'.ip,  where  pravers  are  made,  F:K>rning  and  even- 
ing, in  tlu;  presence  of  the  [leople.  The  Sabbath  is  observed 
through  the  colonj'. 

'I'he  Governor  is  justly  esteemed  as  a  father  and  patron 
of  tiie  colony.  He  makes  great  exertions  lor  its  improve- 
ment. 

Kespccting  an  American  colony,  he  has  atdiftereut  limes 
expressed  the  following  o[)inions,  which  1  am  the  nioie  dis- 
posed to  write  down,  as  some  of  then)  deserve  particular 
consideration  :  That  a  private  society  can  hardly  be  ex- 
j)ected  to  have  adetpiate  funds  to  fount!  and  support  a  colony 
without  the  aid  of  the  government:  that,  in  the  hrst  instance, 
Avhite  men  of  intelligence  and  good  character  should  occup3' 
some  of  the  principal  ollices:  that  the  government  should  be 
mild  an  energetic  :  that  forts  would  be  necessary  :  that  one 
hundred  risen,  with  arms,  and  some  knowledge  of  discijiline. 
could  lU'fend  themselve*:  from  the  natives  :  tliat  the  occa- 
wiohal  visits  of  an  armed  vessel,  engaged  in  detecting  slave 
traders,  wouiil  give  entire  security  :  that  the  neutrality  of  a 
colony  could  easily  he  ensured  by  an  .npriliealion  to  the  Eu- 
ropean governments  :  that  the  hrst  colonists  sliouUl  l)e  men 
of  sober  and  industrious  habits,  ivho  will  devote  tiieniselves 
to  agriculture  or  to  some  of  the  useful  mechanic  arts:  that 
one  \"e:ii's  provisions,  or  the  means  of  purchasing  them, 
would  be  necessary  to  the  colonist.^:  tljat,  if  expedient,  the 
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limits  of  this  colony  inii^ht  i><;  «'nlar;?C(l  to  ncc-oinnKJilate  fivf 
or  ten  lliousjuul  »Mni;;rauts  liuin  Aminica:  llial  it  was  parli- 
ciilarly  proiur  lor  llio  Aiiit.iiraii  ;j;«>vcriiiiiciil  to  coiiimi.ssion 
an  arnu'il  ship  tu  (liis  coast,  to  capture  slave-lrailinii;  vi'sscli^, 
as  two  tliiitls  ol  tlii^in  aiv,  or  have  hcea  Ain(Micaii  :  lliat  the 
!roe  people  ol  cnlom-  wuiilil  he  i)et(er  sidiaird  in  AlVica,  than 
tliey  are,  or  can  soon  expect  to  be,  in  America. 

1  atn  every  day  more  coaviucetl  ol  tiie  practicability  and 
expediency  of  establishing  Anicriciiii  colonies  on  tiiis  coast. 

Brig:  Success.  Friday,  -Jja  Mny,  I8I8. 

We  iiave  taken  an  airectionafe  leave  of  tj>e  clergymen, 
the  civil  ofiicers,  an<l  the  colonists,  of  Sierra  Leone.  We 
are  enil>arked  tor  the  United  Stales,  by  way  of  Eniibuul,  and 
the  continent  of  Africa  recedes  from  onr  view. 


(B.) 

Cofn/  of  a  Letter  from  His  Royal  Jli^hncs.'i  the  Duke  ofGlou- 
ccstir.  Patron  and  Vresidcnl  of  the  African  Jnstlluiion,  to 
the  ITon.  Buslirod  li'ashiruclon,  prcftiilent  of  the  Awcrican 
Socirlr/  for  Colonizing-  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  Iht 
I'nitid  iila'us. 

Glijiicestcr  House,  Jan.  OOdi  1.113. 

Sir — I  have  received,  wJlh  mucli  gratification,  yonr  letter 
delivered  to  nie  by  iNIr.  Mills  and  Mr,  Dnrues-;,  and  i  am 
cuntident  it  will  ajorrl  the  rnt^mbers  of  liie  African  Iiislilu- 
lion  llie  highest  satisfaction  to  learn  the  benevolent  object 
of  the  A-soriaiion,  fi'raied  at  Washington. 

'Che  pstaljlishiiii!;  a  colony  on  Ihe  coast  of  Africa,  by  the 
civilized  descetulaiits  of  their  jiarent  country,  assuredly  holds' 
onl  one  ol  Ihe  i:iost  plea.-^inii  ehaniu  l->  by  which  to  meliorate 
the  condition  of  thrit  unhappy  p(.o|de;  and  i  am  well  <-on- 
vinced  (lie  African  Institution  will  be  prompt  to  show  every 
attention  to  the  <rentlemen  depuleil,  with  views  of  bene- 
volence and  humanity,  so  lriil\  eorr* -.-.ondin;;  uilh  the  ob- 
jects of  our  society. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Sincerely  yours, 

W  IIJ.I.A.M    FIliiDl'.IUCK. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  frmn  Count  Schimmelman,  late  Minister  of 
StaU'  in  the  kint^ilom  of  Denmark ,  cnclvsimr  a  Letter  from 
the  Cjlonidl  Department  of  the  Danish  Government,  to  the 
Govrrnors  of  tlu  Danish  Colonics  in  Africa. 

Gentle.mk.n — The  worthy  and  amiable  clergyman,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Henderson,  whose  dntinjiuished  qualilies  h-ive 
been  known  .uul  aclvuowlediied  also  in  Deuniarii,  especially 
by  h'l.i  unwearied  and  successful  eiideavours  to  promote  the 
noble  airrj  ot  the  Bmle  Societies  in  this  country,  as  in  so 
many  other  jiarts  of  J:^uro|)e,  has  been  lietermined,  in  a  letter 
from  l.o-ulon,  to  a;i;>ly  to  .nt  lor  seconding,  as  far  as  i:i  my 
power,  tlie  liumane  'uui  i»enevolent  views  of  liie  Society, 
u'hich  has  been  fcined  in  ■.  oith  America,  tor  coloLiiziog  the 
fret  people  of  colour  of  the  United  Statf-s;  and  \.'hich  also, 
ai  present,  is  dcwsins;  to  contrive  menns  of  establishing, 
on  th':'  west  coast  of  Africa,  those  poor  and  partly  abused 
peop'e. 

You,  GcLtlemeu,  ha\'e  been  appointed  by  the  respectable 
American  bociety,  as  their  agents,  on  a  Mission  to  explore 
a  part  of  the  (''esterii  coast  of  Airica,  vvhicii  ni'ght  be  fit  for 
the  purpose;  and  ii  being  possible,  that  yen  also  may  visit 
tht  DaniLh  oetiltments  in.  Africa,  1  am  r.ot  sensible,  among 
the  inean3  in  my  power,  ol  .^ny  better  mediui»i  to  answer  the 
contiderice  s^hoau  me  by  the  above  mcnticned  intimation, 
and  to  i-'^iider  you  Gentleme.i,  oome  litlle  service,  than  by 
requesiing  our  Department  of  the  Colonies,  to  communicate 
to  you  an  official  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Danish 
authorities  in   \lVica. 

Our  Ilopartment  of  the  Colonies  having  immediately  grant- 
ed my  request  on  that  account,  please  to  accept  of  the  en- 
closed letter  of  introduction,  in  which  you  are  very  well  re- 
commended to  the  Danish  Government  in  Guinea,  in  order 
that,  whenever  the  scheme  of  jour  voynge  possibly  might 
conduct  you  to  the  Dunish  settlements  in  Africa,  you  may 
tile  more  be  assured  of  a  good  and  kind  reception. 

I  earne.'tlj'  wish  that  your  noble  and  humane  endeavours 
may,  by  the  lilessings  of  God  Almighty,  be  crowned  with 
suc^ess,  and  that  the  result  of  your  exertions  may  not  serve 
to  strengthen,  but  even  to  c(»nfi:te  that  idea,  to  which  I  can- 
not help  being  inclined,  of  almost  invincible  difficulties  con- 
trary to  the  colonizing  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  in 
Africa.  1  also  hope  and  wish  that  the  hi;ihly  expensive  and 
successively  increasing  eiforts,  which  (he  organization,  the 
maintaining,  and  ()ros|;erity  of  such  a  (■(  Icny.  are  deemed  to 
request,  may  not  ►•e  fournl  exceeding  the  ineau';  of  a  private 
society,  which  cannot  properly  em])loy  that  common,  but 
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very  strong  expetVient  for  excilinc;  and  strengthening  human 
energy — I  mean  infeiost  and  gain. 

Wishing  you  all  manner  of  blessing, prosperitj',  and  hap- 
piness, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Vour  moHt  obedient, 

E.G.  SCHIMMELMAN 

Copenhagen,  March  CJ,  1813. 

To  Samuel  Mills,  and  Ebcncscr  Burgcs.f, 
Gcnttcnun. 


(C.) 

Extracts  from  Ldlirs  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Burgess, 
tvhile  in  England,  io  the  Secretary. 

"  London,  nOtli  Dfo.  K!|7. 

"  We  have  already  had  interviews  with  the  principal  gen 
tlemen  to  whom  our  letters  were  addressed.  'J'hey  have 
received  us  with  much  cordiality,  and  view  the  objects  ol 
the  American  Society  with  sentiments  of  enlarged  bene- 
volence.'' 

■•  London,  HUh  Jan.  I8I;^ 

"  Our  reception  among  the  friends  of  humanity,  who  have 
been,  and  are,  the  successful  advocates  of  the  cause  of  Afri- 
cans, has  been  very  cordial,  and  sincerely  atTcctionate.  Jii 
their  goodness,  they  have  anticifiated  our  wishes,  and  sj)ared 
us  the  delicate  otiice  of  soliciting  favours." 

"   London,  17'h  .Ian.  13!". 

"  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Gloucesler,  Patron  and 
President  of  the  African  Institution,  expie.sscjl  his  plea-siuc 
to  see  us  at  the  Gloucejiter  House,  in  company  with  IMr.  Wil- 
berforce.  He  wa.^  much  gratified  with  the  language  and  spirit 
of  our  commi.osion.  He  e.x|)r(ssed  hi.-*  intcutiou  to  answer 
the  lettor  of  tlie  President  ot  the  American  Society  ;  hij?  con- 
fidence that  tli'Tc  was  a  |terfect  coincidence  in  the  grand 
object.^  of  the  Atiierican  Soeicly,  and  the  Alrican  Institu- 
tion ;  his  lio[)e  that  there  woidd  he  a  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  bodies;  and  lii:!i  tarnest  desire,  that  their  judi- 
cious and  well  directed  exertions  might  etVert  the  entire  al)o- 
lition  of  th«;  slave  trade,  and  contribute  to  the  best  intertsis 
^f  Ihe  African  race,  both  at  home  and  abroad." 
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'-  Mr.  Wilberlorco  has  furflier  incrrased  our  oljliu;ations  to 
liim,  by  iiitroiliicini;  U3  to  Lord  ISathiirsf,  Socretmy  ol"  State 
lor  the  Colonial  l)e;«i'tmcat.  His  Lordship  hail  a  ptittct 
knowlrd^e  ol  tlio  coiislitutiou  and  dP6i;;n-!  of  (he  American 
Sooiefy.  He  read  oiir  conirnission,  and  answered  with 
promijlui-ss,  tha'  lie  shcHd  <:ive  us  letters  ol"  introiliutiou 
and  recommend. ition  to  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  and 
other  oiiicers,  who  niiirht  be  aide  to  afford  us  patronage  or 
aesistan(  e  w)ii!e  urosecutins:  our  inquiries  on  tiie  coast  of 
Africa.  In  the  namcot  llje  American  Society,  ne  ex|;rorised 
our  {gratitude  to  his  Lordship  for  the  readiness  .vith  which 
he  honoured  us  witii  an  oll'icial  h-tter  to  the  Ciovernor  of 
Sierra  Leone." 

Note. — The  acenfs  in  their  letters  made  respectful  and 
grateful  notice.s  of  the  following  sentlemen,  amoni;  others, 
lor  services  rendered  or  attentions  shown  Iheni,  in  reUrence 
to  the  objects  of  their  commission  : — Uigiit  Hon.  Lord  (^am- 
bier;  Rlc;ht  Hon.  Lord  Teignniouth;  His  Excellency  Richard 
Rush,  Esq. ;  W.  Wilberforce,  J.  JJutterwonh,  .1.  Ste.dien, 
W.  Allen,  Z.  Macaulay,  W.  Vaughan,  J.  Reyner,  S.  Cock, 
J.  Hob'^rts,  T.  and  J.  ClarKson,  Esjuires;  Rev.  Messrs. 
Pratt,  Henderson,  Burder,  Owen,  RicLcrsietli,  Steinkoppf, 
Hi:iton,  Treschow.  Lafro!)e,  Watson,  Campbell;  Messrs. 
Prilt,  Diihvyn,  Collins,  Barclay,  AVest. 


(D.) 

Patron  and  President. 
His  !ioyal  Highness  the   Duke  of  (Jloucester,  K.  G. 

I' ire  l'rc.':idints. 
His  grace  the  Archiiishop  of  Canterbury. 
The  Most  Hon.  tiie  Marquis  of  Land.-downe. 
The  Most  Hon.  the  iMarquis  of  Hastings. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  JJrislol. 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  (irosvenor. 
The  Right  lion,  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 
The  Ki  rht  Hon.  Earl  Grey. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Selkirk. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Caledon. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  .Mounlnorrir 
'J'he  Right  Hon.  Viscount  i^Hlton. 
The  lord  Rishop  of  Durham. 
The  lord  Ri.^hop  of  Bath  and  WelL-:. 
The  lord  Bishoj)  of  St.  Da\id.^. 
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Kiglit  Hon.  Lord  Hollaiul. 
Ki^ht  Hon.  Lord  CJr«>n villi*. 
IJiLrlit  lloii.  liord  Callhorp*'. 
Ki-iil  floii.  Lord  ICrskinr. 
liiti;lit  lluii.  I^ord  (»and)itr. 
Kiu;lit  lIoM.  Lord  lUadlfj'. 
l\i!;l)t  Moil.  Lord  'l\ii;nirioiilli. 
Kiiiht  lion.  («'eors5<'  (Jauniu!:;,  M.  P. 
KiJit  Hon.  .1.  C.  Villiorb-. 
Ki-lit  Uoii.  Nii-.liolas  ^■llIlsiltart,  M.  P. 
i^'ir  Saniiu-I  Komilly,  M.  P. 
William  Wilherforce,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Directors. 
The  Hon.  H.G.  Beunct,  M.V.  Kobert  Cirant,  Esq. 
The  Hon.  F.  S.  N.  Douglas,  C^eol•geHar^i:^on,  Es(j. 
M.  v.  Thomas  Harrison,  Esq. 

Sir  T.  Dyke  Acland,  hart.         Samuel  Hoare,  .Inn.  Ehcj. 
Sir  John  Simeon,  bart.  M.  P.  Thomas  Hoblyn,  Es(j. 
Sir  John  Cradock,  G.  C.  B.     Robert  Harry  Inglis,  Esq. 
Sir  John  Grey  Egerton,  bart.  Stephen  Lushington,  L.L.D. 

M.  P.  Zaohary  ^lucaulay,  Esq. 

"SVilliam  Allen,  Es(|.  IMattlu'W   iMarlin,  Escj. 

'J'Iio;iias  I>abington,  Es((.  J.  B.  S.  Morrilt,  Esij.  i\I.  P. 

Charlus  Barclay,  Esq.  J.  Phillimore,  L.L.D.  <fc  M.P. 

William  Jllake,  Esq.  William  Smith,  Esq.  M.  P.  ' 

Henry  Brougham,  Esq.  ^L  P.  J.  H.  Smyth,  Esq.  M.  P. 
Tho>.  F   F>u>;ton,  Es(|.  M.F.    Lieut.  General  Stevenson. 
Thomas  Clarkson,  Esq.  James  Ste|)hen,  'Esq. 

L'ved;;Ie  Corbett,  Esq.  Rev.  Janjes  Towers. 

Colonel  DaKon.  John  Wishaw,  Esq. 

Rev.  \V.  L'eallry.  E.  B.  Wilbraham,  Esq.  M.P. 

Tliomai  Furly  Foiiter,  Es(|.    James  Rice  Williams,  Esq. 
Audilors. 
Joseph  Bradney,  Es(|. 
Robert  Marsden,  Esq. 
Harry  Scrivener,  Esip 

Trtasur(r. 
John  'J'hornton,  Esq. 

Si  crtlanj. 
Thomas  Harrison,  Es;i. 
Clerk. 
i\Ir.  Robert  Stokes. 
Soficilors. 
Messrs.  Lambert  and  Sou. 
Coitictor. 
Air.  Abraham  Tijltef. 
Me.ssniirer. 
Charle/Bala, 
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(E) 

SKETCH  OF  SIERRA  LEONE. 

Colonization  in  Africa,  with  reference  to  civilisation,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  contemplated  in  Euglaod  aa  early  as  i  775 
or  1780.  A  definite  plan  wa3  projected  by  Dr.  H.  Smeath- 
nian,  who  had  passed  some  years  in  Africa,  in  his  letters  to 
Dr.  Knowles,  in  1783.  'I'he  lirst  removal  to  Sierra  Leone 
was  in  1  737.  The  people  from  Nova  Scotia,  who  were  once 
slaves  in  the  United  States,  were  reinoved  in  1791,  and  the 
INIaroona  from  Jamaica,  it  is  believed,  in  1805.  The  libera- 
tions from  slave-ships  have  been  wholly  since  the  abolition 
of  the  trade  in  1307.  The  colony  was  supported  by  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company,  until  1308,  when  it  was  taken  un- 
der the  patronage  of  government. 

The  colony  i^  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  Sierra  Leone 
river,  in  latitude  8  deg.  30  niin.  north.  The  original  pur- 
chase was  ten  miles  square.  Freetown  is  the  principal  town, 
standing  on  St.  George's  Bay,  six  miles  from  Cape  Sierra 
Leone.  There  are  five  villages,  between  two  and  seven 
miles  distant,  in  ditferent  directions  from  Freetown,  called 
Regent's,  Gloucester,  Wilberforce,  Leicester,  and  Kissey 
Towns.  The  local  situation  of  the  colony  is  admirable  for 
liealth  and  commerce.  The  sea-breeze  has  free  access;  the 
mountains  are  high,  and  the  river  is  navigable  by  the  largest 
shi;)s. 

The  population  exceeds  twelve  thousand.  These  are 
the  lirat  selllers  from  England  and  Nova  Scotia,  IMaroons 
from  Jamaica,  those  who  have  been  liberated  from  captured 
slave  ships,  and  a  few  hundreds  from  the  adjacent  tribes. — 
All  these  are  people  of  colour.  To  these  may  be  added 
about  fifty  Europeans,  who  are  civil  and  military  ofhcers,  re- 
liirious  te.ichers,  merchants,  and  mechanics.  The  colonists 
sustain  most  of  the  subordinate  offices. 

The  schools  are  very  flourishing.  Nearly  2,000,  including 
some  adults,  enjoy  daily  instruction.  The  children,  who 
have  been  born  in  the  colony,  are  active,  intelligent,  and 
healthy.  Those  who  passed  their  first  five  or  ten  years  with- 
out instruction,  and  then  endured  a  period  of  confinement, 
famine,  and  disease  on  board  of  slave  ships,  need  some  months 
or  years  to  acipiire  the  health,  animation,  ami  intelligence 
which  they  might  otherwise  have  possessed.  They  are 
taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic;  and  some  ot  them, 
the  rudiments  of  English  grammar  anti  geogra[)hy.  The 
Church  Mis-ionary  Society  has  extended  to  this  colony  itg 
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Kiiulest  regard  and  liberal  a'ul.    Several  rliaplain.s  and  school 
master:;  have  bi'eii  liiniiished  and  supported,  at  ditlereiit  pe- 
rknls,  througli  tlieir  agemy.      J'he  ChriBtiaii   Instiliilion,  «s- 
lahlialied  on  Leicesster   Aloiiutaiu,  accomi«(Mlates  about  two 
luuidred   children,  who  arc   mostly  named  and  !5up[)orled  by 
benelaclors  in  Enghind.     Thes^e  are  children  once  destified 
(o  foreign  slavery,  now  fed,  clothed,  governed,  and  carefully 
taught  in  the  christi.m  religion.     Assembled  in  the  church 
to  worsliij)  Ciod,  they  are  a  b(tecLacle  of  grateful  ailjniiution, 
ami  tJicir  s^tate  hapjiily  exem])lines  the  diviiue  origin  and  holy 
princijiJcd  of  the  religion  in  which  they  are  taught.      At  Re- 
gent's town,  which  has  a  po])ulation  of  thirteen  hundred,  the 
agents  saw  two  huu«lred  children  in  the  scliools ;  and  on  the 
sabbath,  jnore  than  one  thousand  of  the  children  and  peo;»le 
were  present  in   the  church,  neatly  dressed,  sober,   reveren- 
tial, attentive  to  hear   the   word   of  (jiod,   and  uniting  tlieii 
voices  to  sing  his  praise.     The  sabliatli  is  observed  through 
the  colony,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  some  Europeans 
and  the  Kroo-men.     Freetown   has   live  religious   teachers, 
(three  Europeans  and  two  men  of  colour,)  Leicester  moun- 
tain has  two,  and  each  of  thjB  villages  has  ope.     TJiese  are 
all  men  of  christian  character. 

Freetown  makes  u  very  decent  appearance  ;  the  streets 
are  at  right  angles,  wide  and  neat ;  fruit  trees  grow  about 
the  town;  the  houses  formerly  built  were  small,  but  those 
/low  building  are  of  stone,  two  stories  high,  airy,  and  convo- 
nierit.  The  colony  is  advancing  in  wealth  with  siiHicient 
rapidity.  Trade  has  been  chietly  pursued,  but  agriculture 
begins  to  have  a  share  of  attention. 


Extract  from  the  Surra  Leone  Gazette  of  the  SdJaniiari/,  1818. 

This  day  ten  years  this  colony  was  transferred  from  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company  to  his  majesty's  governnu  at ;  ami  by 
a  return  published  in  the  then  (lazttte,  tli<'  total  number  of 
births  in  the  year  1807,  were  fifty-seven;  deaths,  tliirly-six  ; 
and  marriages,  fourteen.  We  hope  to  be  enabled  to  give  in 
our  next  the  return  for  the  year  1817;  and,  as  an  evident 
proof  of  the  Iwjiler  stat«  of  morality  in  the  colony,  we  are 
bold  toeay,  the  marriages  frc(|U€ntly  exceed  in  one  week  the 
number  of  one  year  in  that  line. 

We  ounht,  th«n,  to  Inuin  1«I8,  by  rendering  tli.tnks  unto 
Him  to  whom  all  thanks  are  «liie.  Let  ua  coiiipar«-  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  colony  with  the  rank  it  held  even  so  i;i(e 
as  1808.  The  number  of  the  yo;illi  of  loth  sexes  allending 
schools  in  Freetown  and  the  other  towns,  actually  exceeds 
hv  luindreds  the  wIkjIc  population  (jf  (hat  year.  We  huv« 
1(» 
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encountered  some  ditTicultics.  Our  pro;rcsa  for  a  li-w  yeacs 
Wild  blow  :  some  ut  our  friends  have  evm  atlii-ned  (hat  we 
ivere  not  only  stationary,  i>ut  a'*tu:;!ly  retrograding.  We  are 
now  happy  lo  stale,  in  defiance  of  (hose  friends  aiul  of  our 
oppoiiuiil-,  thai  greater  ;  rogress  lias  been  olitained,  in  all  the 
brancJiesi  ot  civilization  and  nioral  iniproveir.ent,  in  the  short 
space  of  three  yeara,  in  this  very  colony,  su  iiuicli  extolled, 
aluied,  traduced,  and  envied,  than  in  any  other  part  of  ids 
majesty's  d>>i)iiniOiis. 

We  have  much  satisfaction  in  calling  tlie  attention  of  our 
readers  to  tiie  fourth  qutrt.rly  examination  of  the  scholars 
of  the  Colonial  Free-S(  iiooi,  which  took  [dace  on  i\loiiday 
the  22d  ult,  I)ffore  his  excellency  the  tlovenior,  the  honour- 
able tiic  Chief  Justice,  and  the  members  of  council.  From 
the  tjuarterly  repor;  of  the  schoolmaster,  it  apj)ears  that 
some  of  the  scholars  have  t|uitted  the  school  in  the  ca[>acily 
of  shopkeepers' clerks  ;  but,  that  notwithstanding  this,  there 
is  an  increase  of  seventeen  in  tlie  whole  number  of  bo}  .s  since 
the  last  quarter.  The  numi)er  of  girls  i;;  the  same.  Though 
in  consecpience  of  the  holiday  season  and  other  accidental 
causes,  there  Uiisa  much  thinner  attend' -ue  (particularly  of 
girls)  on  this,  than  on  former  similar  occasions,  it  gave  us 
great  pleasure  to  observp  tb  it  con-ii'.erable  iniprovemei't  had 
taken  place  aino^g  the  scholars  in  reading,  since  the  last  ex- 
aminatiua  ;  and  several  of  them  recited  pieces  of  poetry  and 
portions  of  scripture,  very  correct!}'. 

On  the  whole,  we  may  congratulate  our  readers  on  the 
promising  slate  of  the  schools.  Several  boys  now  fill 
situations,  for  which,  but  for  the  school,  they  would  have 
been  totally  unfit  :  this  alVords  great  encouragement  to 
proceed. 


Extract  from  the  Sierra  Leone  Gazelle,  of  the  10//}  Jan.  181S. 

On  the  31st  ult  an  examination  ol  the  school  was  held  at 
Regent's  town,  before  Ids  excellency  the  Ijlovernor,  the  ho- 
noiiraido  the  Cliief  .Ui-iice,  the  memliers  olcoiMicil,  and  most 
of  the  |)rinci[)al  inhabitants  of  the  coh.ny. 

The  appearance  of  the  whole  of  the  scliolars  (male  and 
female)  was  equally  creditable  to  their  teachers  ami  tl.em- 
selves.  The  sight  of  a  well-regulated  school  iias  tvcr  lieert 
interesting  lo  a  feeling  heart :  ne  own  that  to  us  ii  wus  most 
pec:iliarly  so.  AVe  had  seen,  but  a  short,  very  short  period 
before,  those  beings,  now  so  cleanly  clad,  so  decent  in  their 
appearance,  no  way  inferior  to  our  promising  country  boys 
and  fair  country  lassos — we  lifd  seen  them  brought  to  this 
colony  naked,  without   any    idea  of  the  true  God,  yoked 


togi'tlier  as  flie  brute  brasts  employed  bj'  man  for  the  labour 
of  tlif  field — nud  we  tliankcd  (Jodfortlic  change. 

In  readisip;,  ibe  adults  have  made  coiusidernble  progress 
shite  the  I. i:s!  examination ;  the  hoys  and  2,irl3  have  kept 
pace  witli  them.  'The  examination  was  very  properly  con- 
cluded by  duii;ii)iij  thi'  'loys  and  girls  in  chorus)  ol  nymna  in 
praisr  to  our  liedei'iner.  Tiie  sini^ing  wase:;ecuted  with  in- 
finite taste  and  good  voices.  Weil  might  lliey,  and  well  may 
we,  sing  [traise  to  the  Lord. 

Here  we  might  expatiate  with  delight  on  such  a  scene, 
and  in  iucn  a  place.  Three  years  are  scarcely  elapsed,  and 
a  wilderni'ri?,  known  under  the  vile  name  of  Hogbrook.  in 
changed  into  a  Christian  and  romantic  spot,  inhabited  by  up- 
wards of  (kirtccn  hundred  Brilish  Ic-^jul  suhjccls. 

The  ct^uipany  were  hospitably  entertained  by  his  excel- 
lency, at  the  parsonage-house,  erected  within  tlie  last  year, 
and  newly  linishetl:  it  is  the  residence  of  the  Hev.  William 
Johnson,  the  [jreseni,  worthy  cha;  la>!i  and  bUjierintendent. 
That  house,  the  church,  other  public  buildings,  and  indeed 
the  private  houses  (now  building  by  subscription  among 
themselves,)  were  and  are  raising  by  those  very  beings  whom 
the  traffickers  in  human  blood  iiave  so  long  calumniated  and 
ojjpressed.  The  whole  of  those  buihiings  are  in  a  most  ele- 
gant style;  and  we  have  bven  assured,  as  before  staled,  built 
by  capiure('  negroes,  a  few  soldiers  of  the  royal  African 
Corps,  ami  an  European  artificer  attached  to  tlie  engineer 
departme;it.  Tiie  day  was  ended  as  begun,  in  innocent  hi- 
larity, .'tud  will  undo;!!)tedly  be  long  remembered  by  those 
present.  The  Britisli  flag  was  flying  on  the  tower  of  St. 
Charles's  church,  the  first  stone  church  erected  on  the  west 
coast  of  Africa,  in  18 JO.  His  Excellency  is  now  enlarging 
it;  and  when  completed,  wiiich  will  be  in  the  course  of  one 
or  two  months,  it  will  accommodate  thirteen  or  fourteen 
hundred  [)ersons. 


Extract  of  the  Sierra  Leoiic  GiLZttte  of  the  Mth  January,  1818. 

On  Tuesday  the  0th  inst.  the  school  at  Leicester  I\Ioun- 
tain  was  examined,  in  presence  of  liis  Kxcellency  the  (jo- 
vernor,  the  Hon.  T.  S.  Jiuckic,  Sec.  iVc.  The  children  ap- 
peared as  might  have  been  expected,  from  their  being  under 
the  snecial  care  of  the  "  Cliurch  Missionary  Society."  The 
examination  was,  with  very  great  pror.riefy  begun  and  end- 
ed by  iiinging  hymns  in  praise  to  God,  and  prayer. 

The  Itoys  (two  hundred)  an«l  jjirls  (titty)  \v^nt  through 
their  diflertrnt  exercises  in  a  manner  creditable  to  themselves 
and  their  teacher.'".     The   examination  took   place   in   the 
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vihuri'h  crectetl  by  Hit  Society  on  Leicester  Mountain.  Tlie 
site  conirnands  a  most  extensive  view  ol  the  town,  liarbour, 
and  sea.  it  will  ritand  as  a  land-mark  of  Christianity.  The 
(tailor,  on  seeing  its  spire  for  alar,  will  return  praise  to  his 
God,  and  bless  his  country  for  having  thus  alTonled  an  asy- 
lum to  the  oppressed  African,  The  view  of  a  church  on 
British  grouml  in  Africa,  proclaims  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 


Exiracl  of  a  Letter  frotn  his  Excclkncy  the  Governor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  addressed  to  the  Secrelan/  of  the  African  Institution, 
dated  Governnietit  House,  6th  March,  1018. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  an  early  opportunity  to  forward  the 
return  of  the  schools.  The  number  of  scholars  of  both 
sexes  in  the  country  towns  has  increased,  and  the  grand  total 
of  men,  women,  boys,  and  girls,  now  attending  schools  on 
the  Peninsula,  does  not  fall  short  of  two  thousand.  'IMie  in- 
habitants of  the  colony  have  so  very  frequently  experienced 
the  interest  the  friends  of  Africa  take  in  their  prosperity, 
that  I  feel  it  a  most  pleasing  part  of  my  duty  to  be  enabled 
to  prove,  by  incontrovertible  documents,  the  very  great  im- 
provement in  the  commercial  importance  of  this  colony. 
The  enclosed  returns  prove,  that  during  the  year  1817,  the 
amount  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  colony  exceeds 
that  of  131tj  by  30,286/.  and  the  number  of  vessels  fourteen. 
1  doubt  not  but  you  will  observe  with  pleasure,  that  ih.s  in- 
crease is  on  the  British  goods.  The  prospect  of  our  exj.ort 
for  the  present  year  is  highly  flattering,  the  wood  for  ship- 
building having  been  so  successfully  tried  in  the  Royal  dock 
yanl.  One  vessel  has  already  sailed,  in  .lariuary  (the  Pj^- 
renees  :)  the  brig  Mary  saiJs  this  day  with  the  same  :  the 
Magdalene  is  Ioadc«l  in  the  harbour,  on  the  point  of  sailing: 
the  ship  Preston  ie  loading  near  IJance  island  :  several  ves- 
sels are  expected.  The  rice  harvest  has  been  abundant : 
preparations  are  making  for  cleaning  that  article,  so  as  to 
render  it  fit  for  the  West  India  market;  and  if  the  experi- 
ments of  rice  milh.  which  1  understand  are  now  making  at 
home,  should  succeed,  I  have  no  doul»t  but  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  very  colony,  so  frequently  traduced,  a  great 
proportion,  if  not  tlu  whole,  of  our  \Vcst  India  islands,  could 
be  supplied  with  food  jrocured  by  British  merchants,  and 
witl)  goods  the  prothice  of  the  mother  country,  or  of  her  East 
India  empire, — and  the  adjoining  rivers  would  thus  be  amply 
repaid  fur  giving  up  the  slave  trade. 
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(F.) 


See  Appendix  (0.) 


(G.) 

"  Whereas,  Ihe  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  re- 
peatedly sought  to  obtain  an  asylum,  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  for  such  persons  of  colour,  as  had  been, 
or  might  be  emancipated  under  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, but  have  hitherto  found  all  their  efforts  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  desirable  purpose,  frustrated,  either  by 
the  disturbed  state  of  other  nations,  or  domestic  causes  equal- 
ly unpropitious  to  its  success  : 

They  now  avail  themselves  ot  a  period  when  peace  has 
healed  the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the  principal  nations  of 
Europe  have  concurred  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  iu  abolishing  the  African  slave  trade,  (a  traflQck  which 
this  commonwealth,   buth  before  and  since   the  revolution, 
zealously  sou<;ht  to  terminate,)  to  renew  this  effort,  and  do 
therefore  Resolve,  That  the  executive  be  requested   to  cor- 
respond with  the  President  of  the  United  States,   for   the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  territory  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  or 
at  some  other  place,  not  within  any  of  the  states,  or  territo- 
rial governments  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asylum 
fw  such  persons  of  colour  as  are  now  free,  and  may  desire 
the  same;  and  for  those  who  may  be  hereafter  emancipated, 
within  this  commonwealth,  and  that  the  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives of  this  State  in   the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  be  requested  to  exert  their  best  efforts,  to   aid    the 
President  of  the  United  States   in  the  attainment   of  the 
above  object :  Procidcil,  Tliat  no   contract   or  arrangement 
respeciing  such  territory,  shall  be  obligatory  on  this  com- 
nioavveallh  until  ratified  by  the  legislature." 

Padsed  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  T)eceml)er  loth — by 
the  Senate,  with  an  ainendmeat,  Uecembcr  liOlh — concurred 
in  liy  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  lilst,  131(3. 
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(") 

Report  of  the  commillcc  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ^  the 
Vnilcd  States.— April  18,   1818. 

The  coramiltee  to  wlioin  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
*' Presitlent  and  board  of  maiiasrerH  of  tiie  American  Society 
for  colonizing  (he  free  people  oC  colour  of  (he  I  nited  States," 
have,  acconiing  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  attentive 
consideration. 

Referring  to  the  memorial  itself,  and  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  slave  trade,  to  the  1-lth  congress,  your 
commiltee  beg  leave  to  add,  that  a  new  interest  has  been  re- 
cently imparted  to  the  benevolent  enter[)rise  of  the  memori- 
alists, by  the  prospect  of  a  s|;eedy  termination  of  that  odious 
trattick,  whicli  has  been  so  long  the  crime  of  Europe,  the 
scourge  of  Africa,  and  the  aiHictioii  and  disgrace  of  America. 
Spain  and  Portugal  have  at  length  concurnil  in  that  just  and 
humane  policy  of  the  I'liiled  Stales,  which  (ireat  P.ritaia 
was  the  first  to  imitate,  and  which,  by  liei  liiieral  and  unre- 
mitlina:  zeal,  she  has  successfully  extendeil  throughout  the 
civilized  world. 

So  far  as  the  civilization  of  Africa,  the  vic'im  of  this  inhu- 
man trallick,  is  emijraced  among  tiie  views  of  the  menmrial- 
ists,  the  removal  of  tliis  formidable  imneditnent  to  their  suc- 
cess, is  calculated  to  elevate  the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist, 
and  to  secure  to  their  enterprise  a  larger  share  of  public  con- 
fidence. 

America  cannot  but  sympathize  in  the  wish  to  .redeem 
from  ignorance,  barbarism,  and  superstition,  a  continent  of 
vast  extent,  spread  out  beneath  every  climate,  embracing 
every  variety  of  soil,  and  inhabited  by  a  much  injured  and 
degraded  portion  of  the  human  race. 

IJiit  your  commiltee  have  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging 
that  they  derive  a  yet  blronger  incentive  to  recommend  this 
enterprise  to  the  countenance  and  favour  <»f  the  house,  Ironi 
considerations  peculiar  to  the  United  Slates.  These  were 
presented  to  the  last  congress  by  the  report  (o  which  your 
committee  have  referred,  and  I  hey  deem  it  unnecessary, 
till  refore,  to  |)ress  them  iij.on  the  attention  "f  the  house. 
'I'hey  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  remark,  that  time  is  un- 
ceasinzly  BL'gravatin^  all  those  domestic  evils,  for  which  the 
memorialists  propose  I  be  only  competent  remedy,  and  that 
the  most  auspicious  circumstancrs  conspire  at  jiresent  to 
promote  its  successful  applicntion. 
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Europe,  alier  j>as.siiig  through  a  war  of  uuprecedented  ex- 
feut  and  calamity,  tMijoys  a  repose  wliich  she  has  rarely- 
known,  atul  whicli,  tor  the  honour  of  humanity,  it  may  be 
hoped  she  will  tie  dis[iosed  to  signalize  by  some  act  of  dis- 
tinguisiied  generosity.  She  will  not,  surely,  be  content  with 
a  _mere  forbearance  ot  turtl>er  injustice,  but  seek  to  repair 
the  wrongs  which  she  has  iutlicted  upon  au  unhappy  race 
of  men. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have  retired  from  the 
same  conllict,  to  enjoy  a  prosperity  which  has  never  been 
surpassed  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Ilespected  abroad, 
they  |)osses3  abundance,  lran(juillity,  and  happiness  at  home. 

A  survey  of  such  blessings,  naturally  inspire  a  sentiment, 
the  existence  of  which  is  illustrated  not  only  by  the  forma- 
tion of  the  society,  from  Avhich  this  memorial  proceeds,  a 
society  embracing  indi\idua!s  of  every  religious  and  political 
denomination,  and  iidiabitants  of  every  state  in  this  wide- 
spread Union,  but  by  the  almost  unanimous  proceedings  of 
the  legislatures  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  and  Geor- 
gia, either  recommending  or  couutenancing  the  same  bene- 
Tolent  object. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  liberal  and  enlightened  |io- 
licy  which  dictated  the  resolutions  and  acts  of  those  [larticu- 
lar  states,  is  coni'med  to  theiiiselves  alone.  Their  neigh 
hours,  alike  circumstanced,  actuated  by  the  same  interests 
and  feelings,  will  be  conducted  to  the  same  conclusion,  in 
relation  to  questions  not  oidy  of  vital  iniportance  to  them, 
but  in  their  remote  bearing  of  scarcely  less  moment  to  the 
stability  and  prosperity  of  the  Union. 

The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Focielies  which  are  daily 
springing  up  in  other  (puirters  of  the  I  nited  States,  evince, 
thrit  it  the  teelings  which  animate  them,  were  local  in  their 
origin,  they  recjuired  oidy  to  be  manifested,  in  order  to  awa- 
ken the  synjpatby  and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  rest 
of  America,  in  the  attainment  of  their  common  oiiject. 

Your  committee  would  not  thus  favourably  regard  the 
prayer  of  the  memorialists,  if  it  sought  to  imjiair,  in  the 
sliirhtest  degree,  the  rights  of  private  properly,  or  the  yet 
more  sacred  rights  of  personal  liberty,  secured  to  every  de- 
scription of  Ireemen  in  the  Inited  States. 

The  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Viririnia,  the  subse- 
quent acts  and  declarations,  as  well  as  the  high  character  of 
the  memorialists  themselves,  ailtled  to  the  most  obvious  in- 
terest of  the  states  who  have  recently  sanctioned  the  pur- 
pose, or  recognised  the  existence  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  exclude  the  remotest  apjireheusion  of  such  in 
juetice  or  inhumanity. 
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The  memorialists  propose  fo  a((ain  the  noblest  end  which 
benevolence  can  conceive,  by  lem[)erale  and  jiracticable 
jueans. 

As  preiiiniiinry  (o  (heir  success,  and  in  anticipation  of 
the  acts  of  the  govrrmiient,  they  have,  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, sent  out  agents  (o  explore  (he  coast  ot  Airica,  and  to 
select  a  seat  f(»r  their  <'onten)i!latc.d  colony.  'J'hose  agents 
were  iiistriicled  lirst  lo  visit  I'urope.  'JMieir  recejttion  in 
England,  and  the  intelligence  which  had  been  received  from 
them  down  to  the  period  oltlieir  late  embarUation  lor  Airica, 
were  as  favoiiral>le  as  could  have  been  anticipated,  lo  the 
success  ol  their  mission. 

This  success,  however,  cannot  be  com[)lete,  until  the  ob- 
ject of  the  memorialists  shall  have  received  the  sanction, 
and  their  etTorts  the  aid  ol  the  federal  govertmient. 

If  their  memorial  does  not  furnish  sutticient  ground  for  the 
interposition  of  the  national  legislature,  in  their  behalf,  it 
appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  resolution  of  Virginia, 
which  they  beg  leave  to  subjoin  to  this  report,  subsequently 
sustained  by  a  similar  resolution  of  Mary  land  and  Tennessee, 
uiujuestionably  do  so. 

Whether  a  treaty  for  the  territory  of  the  jjroposed  colony 
is  to  be  oiiened  wilh  the  native  tribes  of  Africa,  or  with  the 
European  covern/nents  which  claim  certain  portions  of  (he 
shores  of  that  continent,  it  is  by  (lie  authority  of  the  Inited 
States  alone,  that  such  negotiation  can  i)e  effected. 

The  several  states  having,  by  (heir  adoptioii  of  the  federal 
constitution  surrendered  (he  |>ower  of  negotiation,  to  the 
general  government,  have  an  iindoul)ted  right  (o  claim  the 
exercise  of  that  sovereign  authority  for  their  benefit,  when- 
ever it  can  be  exerted  consistently  with  the  welfare  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Your  committee  cannot  forbear  to  add  another,  to  them  a 
very  solemn  consideration,  as  an  inducement  for  the  exercise 
of  this  authority  in  the  manner  |)roposed  by  (he  general  as- 
sembly of  \'irginia.  The  act  of  congress  which  interdicls 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  subjects  the  citizens  of  (he  Tni- 
ted  States,  who  «'ngnge  in  its  prosecution,  to  m«Mi(ed  i)uni>h- 
ment,  has  hit  the  uulortunate  beings,  whom  the  \ioIation>of 
this  law  are  daily  casting  upon  the  Am«'rican  shore,  to  the 
separate  provisions  of  the  respeeliv*-  states  within  whose  ju- 
risdiction they  may  chance  to  In-  fount!. 

'J'osay  nothing  of  the  ali-^lracf  propriety  of  Iran^ferriiig  such 
an  authority  (j\  er  the  persons  and  liberty  of  these  foreigners 
from  the  national,  to  the  state  hji.-latures,  «iitertaining  nu 
apprehension  that  conL'ress  will  be  rendered  (h«reby  acces- 
sary to  any  act  of  crudfy  or  inhumanity;    it    mn^l  be  \v[ 
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apparent,  that  llir  indivitlual  stales  liave  a  riiilil  to  require 
'the  aid  uow  soufflit  to  Ite  olttaiiieil  Iroin  the  general  covern- 
inent,  iu  order  to  eo.ilile  theiiiseives  to  tiischarge  the  trust 
reposed  iu  them,  without  i  violation  of  their  local  [)olity.  or 
injuistiee  to  those  uuloituuate  AlVicans,  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal, hv  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Your  coniniittee  were  instructed  by  two  other  resolutiona 
of  the  house,  to  inquire  into  the  exj.edieucy  of  makins;  more 
etrectual  provision  liy  luw,  for  preventing  the  [)articipalion  of 
the  citizens  of  the  I'nited  States  in  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  of  correcting  certain  abuses  which  are  [)ractist(l  iu  the 
internal  commerceof  the  I'nited  States.  Both  these  olijecta 
have  been  accomplished  bj'  bills  which  subsefpiently  origina- 
ted In  the  other  branch  of  the  national  legislature,  and  which 
cauie  down  to  the  house  of  representatives  under  circum- 
stances which  ensured  to  them  an  earlier  decision  than 
woulil  have  lollowed  a  report  from  your  co.nmittee.  They 
beg  leave,  however,  to  remark,  that  the  beneficial  effect  to 
be  expected  from  any  improvement  of  the  jire-existing  laws, 
in  relation  to  the  former  sjiecies  of  trailick,  which  commences 
its  enterprize  against  humanity,  upon  a  foreign  and  remote 
coast,  and  matures  it  upon  that  of  America,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  elude  detection  by  ordinary  vigilance,  must  de- 
pend on  the  eflbrls  of  another  branch  of  the  government. 

It  does  not  become  your  committee  to  do  more,  in  relation 
to  this  branch  of  the  intpiiry  charged  u|)on  them,  than  to 
intimatetheiropinionth.il  no  act  of  legislation  whatexer 
^vould  be  so  likely  to  put  down  this  ini(|uitous  tralllck,  as  the 
multiplication  of  the  revenue  cutters,  upon  the  American 
shores  most  fre(|uented  by  the  vessels  engaged  in  it,  and  (he- 
employment  of  such  part  ot  the.  navy  as  \vou!d  be  best  adaiit- 
ed  to  such  service,  in  occasional  visits  to  the  African  coast, 
at  the  season  when  it  is  frequented  by  the  same  description 
of  vessels. 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  to  he  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  second  and  third  resolutions,  to 
which  they  have  referred,  and  beg  leave  to  recommrud  to 
the  house,  in  relation  to  the  first,  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  herel)y  requested  to  take  such  tiieasuresashe  may  deem 
proper,  to  ascertain  whether  a  suitable  territory  can  be  pro- 
cured on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  colonizing  such  of  liie  free 
people  of  colour  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  willing  to 
avail  themselves  of  such  an  asylum,  and  to  ente;  into  such 
negotiation  with  (he  native  tribes  of  Afri(-a,  or  with  one  or 
more  of  the  governments  of  Europe  as  may   be  necessary  to 
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obtain  such  ferritory,  and  to  secure  to  the  contempJatcd  co' 
lony  every  advantage  wlucli  he  may  deem  essential  to  it8 
future  independence  and  prosperity. 


Shicc  the  m€ctins[  of  the  Societt/,  the  following  rcsolutioii  /<«.>> 
uuanunoii^lt/  passed  the  Jjegislaturc  of  Mart/land. 

BY  THE  noisE  OF  DELEi^ATEs,  January  20th,  1818. 

Resolved,  tinanimotisli/,  That  the  governor  be  reijuested  to 
comunmicatc  to  llie  President  of  tiie  United  States  and  to 
our  senators  and  rejjresentatives  in  congres?,  the  opinion  of 
this  general  assembly,  that  a  vv'ise  and  [trovident  policy  sug- 
gests tiie  expediency,  on  the  part  of  our  national  government, 
of  procuring,  through  negotiation,  by  cession  or  purchase,  a 
tract  of  country  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  colo- 
uizatioti  of  the  Tree  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States. 
By  order, 

LOUIS  GASSAWAY,  clerk. 


Resolution  of  the  Legishdure  of  the  state  of  Tennessee. 

Your  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  said  me- 
morial and  petitions  as  ask  this  general  assembly  to  aid  the 
federal  government  in  devising  and  executing  a  plan  for 
colouizing,  in  some  distant  country,  the  free  people  of  colour 
in  the  United  States,  is  reasonable,  and  for  the  sake  of  ef- 
fecting the  object  which  they  have  in  view,  the  committee 
have  (halted  a  resolution,  which  accompanies  this  rejiort,  the 
adojition  of  which  they  would  recttiiimend. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  said  me- 
morials and  petitions  as  pray  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prohibit 
the  l>ringing  of  slaves  into,  or  through,  the  slate,  lor  sale,  as 
w>ll  as  those  parts  which  pray  that  the  owners  of  slaves  of 
certain  ages  and  descrijitions,  may  be  permitted  to  emanci- 
pate them  without  giving  any  security,  are  reasonable,  and 
to  endeavour  to  accom[jlish  those  oiijects,  they  have  drafted 
a  bill,  whicii  accompanies  this  report,  the  enacting  uf  which 
into  a  law,  the  committee  also  recuunnend. 
All  which  is  res[)ectrullv  submitted. 

SaTH.  VVIIJJS,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Willis,  from  the  same  committee,  suiimilted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  rend  and  adojited  : 

licsoh'fd,  l»y  the  general  assenilily  of  the  stale  of  Tennes- 
see, Th;it  the  senators  in  coiitcress  from  this  slate  be.  aud 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  and  tb;it   the  re[)resentativcs  he 
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and  they  are  lierobj  rt quested,  lo  give  to  the  govLTemcnt  of 
the  United  Statec  any  aid  in  their  power,  in  devising;  and 
carrying  into  etfect  a  plan  which  may  liave  for  its  object  the 
coloni'/.int;,  in  some  distant  country,  the  free  people  of"  colour 
v\  ho  are  w  ithin  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  within  the 
limits  of  any  of  their  territories. 


Extracls  from  Ou  Law  of  tlu  United  Stales,  prohibiting  the 
stave  trade. — March  2,  1807. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  a^senibled. 
That  from  and  after  the  fifrft  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  and  eight,  it  shall  not  be  lawlul  to  im- 
port or  bring  into  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  there- 
of, from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  any  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dis- 
pose of  such  negro,  niulatt(>,  or  person  of  colour,  as  a  slave, 
or  to  be  hehl  to  service  or  labour. 

Sec.  2,  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  I'nited  States,  or  any  other  person,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  first  da}-^  of  .lanuary,  in  the  year  of  our 
liOrd  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  for  himself,  or 
themselves,  or  any  other  person  whalsoe\er,  either  as  mas- 
ter, factor,  or  owner,  build,  tit,  equip,  load,  or  otherwise  |»re- 
pare,  an}'  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or  place  w  ilhin  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  I'nited  Stales,  nor  shall  cause  any  ship  or 
vessel,  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  same,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour, 
from  any  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  to  be  transport- 
ed to  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  within  the  jurisrliclion  of 
the  I'nited  Stales,  to  be  held,  sold,  or  ilispo&ed  of,  as  slaves, 
or  to  be  held  lo  service  or  labour;  and,  if  any  shi,)  or  vessel 
shall  be  so  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  or  shall  be 
caused  to  sail  as  aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  her 
tackle,  a[)i>arel,  and  furniture,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  and  shall  lie  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  con- 
demned, in  any  of  the  circuit  courts  or  district  courts,,  for  the 
district  where  the  said  shjjt  or  vessel  maybe  found  or  seized. 
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Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  il'  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  shall,  IVoiii  and  after  the  first  <Iay  of  Ja- 
nuary, one  thonsanil  eight  hundred  and  eii^ht,  purchase  or 
sell  any  negro,  nudatto,  or  person  of  colour,  for  a  slave,  or 
to  be  held  to  service  or  laI)our,  who  shall  have  been  imported 
or  brought  fmni  any  foreign  kingdom,  |)lace,  or  country,  or 
from  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  state  immediately  adjoin- 
ing to  the  I'nited  States,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the 
juristliction  of  the  Ihiited  States,  alter  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  knowing,  at  the 
time  of  such  |)urchase  or  sale,  such  negro,  mulatto,  or  persoa 
of  colour,  was  so  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  aforesaid,  such  purchaser  and  seller  shall,  se- 
verally, forfeit  and  pay  for  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  persoa 
of  colour,  so  purchased  or  sold  as  aforesaid,  eight  hundred 
dollars;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
sue  lor  and  prosecute  the  same  to  etlect :  Provided,  Thai  the 
aforesaid  forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  the  seller  or  purcha- 
ser of  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  [)ers()n  of  colour,  who  may  be 
sold  or  disposed  of  in  virtue  of  any  regulation  which  may 
hereafter  be  made  by  any  of  the  lesrislatures  of  the  several 
states  in  that  respect,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  tlie  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 


An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
passed  March  2,  1807. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  Aim rica  in  congress  assembled. 
That  Irom  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  to  import  or  bring,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  into 
the  United  States,  or  territories  thereof,  from  any  foreign 
kingdom,  place,  or  country,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of 
colour,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of,  any  such  ne- 
gro, mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to 
service  or  labour ;  ami  any  ship,  vessel,  or  other  water  craft, 
employed  in  any  importation  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to 
seizure,  prosecution,  and  forfeiture,  in  any  district  in  which 
it  may  be  found  ;  one  half  (Iicreof  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  him  or  them  who 
shall  prosecute  the  same  to  ell'ect. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeitfurtlur  enacted,  That  no  citizen  or  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  person  or  persons, 
shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  as  aforesaid,  for  liimself, 
themselves,  or  any  otiier  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  either 
as  master,  lirctor.  or  owtici,  build,  i'lt     equip,  load,  or  odier- 
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wise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  any  port  or  place  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  nor  cause  any  such  ship 
or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place  whatsoever,  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  any 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  from  any  foreign  king- 
dom, place,  or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any  port  or  i)lace 
whatsoever,  to  l)e  held,  sold,  or  otherwise  dis[)Osed  of,  as 
alaves,  or  to  be  held  to  service  or  labour;  and  if  any  shii)  or 
vessel  shall  be  so  built,  fitted  out,  equipped,  laden,  or  other- 
wise prepared,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  every  such  ship  or 
vessel,  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  an«l  lading,  shall  be  for- 
feited, oue  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  |)erson8  who  shall  sue  for 
said  forfeiture,  and  |)rosecute  the  same  to  etfcct ;  and  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and 
condemned,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Sec.  3,  Anil  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person  or 
persons  so  building,  lilting  out,  equipping,  loading,  or  other- 
wise preparing,  or  sending  away,  or  causing  any  of  the  acts 
aforesaid  to  be  done,  with  intent  to  employ  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel in  such  trade  or  business,  alter  the  passing  of  this  act, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  or  who  shall 
in  any  wise  be  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  shall  severally,  on 
conviction  thereof,  by  due  course  of  law,  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  exceeding  live  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall 
sue  for  such  forfeiture  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect,  and 
shall  moreover  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years,  nor  less  than  three  years. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person  or  persons  re- 
sident within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  take  on  board,  receive,  or  trans- 
port, from  any  of  the  coasts  or  kingdoms  of  Africa,  or  from 
any  other  foreign  kingdom,  place,  or  country,  or  from  sea,  any 
negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  not  being  an  inhabitant 
nor  held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  stales  or  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  in  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or 
other  water  craft,  for  the  purpose  of  holding,  sellina:,  or  other- 
wise disi)Osing  of  such  |»ersou  as  a  slave,  or  to  he  held  to 
service  oc  labour,  or  be  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  every  such 
person  or  per.-oas  so  oUeniling  shall,  on  conviction  by  due 
course  of  law,  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  one  moiety 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States  and  the  other  to  the  use  of 
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the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  such  forreiliiro  and 
l>rosecute  the  same  to  ellecl  ;  and  iiioieovor,  shall  sutler  im- 
prisonment tor  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  nor  less 
tlian  three  years;  and  every  t^liip  or  vessel,  boat  or  other 
nater  cral't,  on  which  such  nej;ro,  mulatto,  or  person  ol  co- 
lour shall  have  been  taken  on  hoard,  r«'ceived,or  transported, 
as  aforesaid,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  and  the  goods 
and  eflecis  wiiicii  shall  he  found  on  board  the  same,  or  shall 
liave  been  imported  therein  in  the  same  voyat^e,  shall  Ije  for- 
feited, one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  to  tiie  use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for 
and  prosecute  the  same  to  etlect :  and  every  such  ship  or 
vessel  shall  oe  liable  to  be  seized,  prosecuted,  and  condemned, 
in  any  court  of  tiie  L'nited  States  having  competent  juris- 
diction. 

Sec.  J.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  neither  the  im- 
jjortcr  or  importers,  nor  any  person  or  |)ersons  claiming  honi 
or  under  him  or  them,  shall  liold  any  right,  interest,  or  title 
whatsoever,  in  or  to  any  ncgm,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour, 
nor  to  the  service  or  labour  thereof,  who  may  be  imported  or 
brouirht  into  tlie  United  States  or  the  territories  thereot,  in 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  but  the  same  shall  re- 
main subject  to  any  regulations,  not  contravening  said  provi- 
sions, which  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  or  territo- 
ries may  at  any  time  heretofore  have  made,  or  hereafter  may 
make,  for  disposing  of  an}"  such  negro,  nmlalto,  or  {)erson  ot 
colour. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or 
persuus  wluitsoever  shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  bring  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  in  any 
manner  whatsoever,  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour, 
Irom  any  foreign  kingdom,  ])lace,  or  countrj,  or  from  sea,  or 
siiall  hold,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  any  such  negro,  mu- 
latto, or  person  of  colour,  so  brought  in,  as  a  slave,  or  to  be 
held  to  service  or  labour,  or  be  in  an}'  wise  aiding  or  abet- 
ting therein,  every  ])erson  so  ollVnding  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof  by  due  course  of  law,  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  nor  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  Uniteil  States, 
and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  i)ersons  who  shall 
sue  for  such  forfeiture,  and  |)rosecule  the  same  to  eflect;  and 
moreover,  shall  sulfer  itnprisonmcnt  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing seven  years  nor  less  than  three  years. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  ft/rlht  r  ciuielei'l,  'i'hat  if  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  shall  hold,  purchase,  sell  or  otherwise 
tri3()Ose  ol  ;Miy  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  tor  a  slave, 
or  to  be  held  to  service  or  laljour,  wlio  shall  have  been  im- 
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ported  ot  brought,  in  any  way,  from  any  foreign  kingdom, 
place,  or  country,  or  IVoni  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  state 
inuntdialc'ly  adjoining  to  tlie  United  States,  into  any  port  or 
place  u  itiiin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  [Jnitcd  States,  from  and 
after  tlie  passing  of  this  act,  every  person  so  offending,  and 
every  person  aiding  or  abetting  therein,  shall  severally  for- 
feit and  [n\y,  for  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour, 
"o  held,  purchased,  sold,  or  dis[)Osedof,  one  thousand  dollars, 
one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
to  the  tise  of  the  person  or  persons  who  may  sue  for  such 
forfeiture,  and  prosecute  the  same  to  effect,  and  to  stand 
connnitted  until  the  said  forfeiture  be  paid  :  Provnhd.,  That 
the  aforesaid  forfeiture  shall  not  extend  to  the  seller  or  jmr- 
chaserof  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  who  may 
he  sold  or  disposed  of  in  virtue  of  any  regulations  which  have 
been  heretofore,  or  shall  herealler  be,  lawfully'  made  by  any 
legislature  of  any  state  or  territory  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  il  further  enacted.  That  in  all  prosecutions 
under  this  act,  the  tiefendant  or  defendants  shall  be  holden 
to  prove  that  the  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  which 
he  or  they  shall  be  charged  with  having  brought  into  the 
Uniteil  States,  or  with  purchasing,  holding,  selling,  or  other- 
wise disposing  of,  and  which,  according  to  the  evidence  io 
such  case,  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  shall  have  brought 
in  aforesaid,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  was  brought  into  the 
United  States  at  least  five  years  previous  to  the  conuiience- 
ment  of  such  prosecution,  or  was  not  brought  in,  holden,  pur- 
chased, or  otherwise  disposed  of,  contrary  to  the  provision  of 
this  act;  and  in  failure  thereof,  the  said  defendant  or  defen- 
<lantg  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  the  offence  of  which  he  or 
they  maj'  stand  accused. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  prosecution, 
information,  or  action,  may  be  sustained,  for  any  offence  un- 
der this  act,  at  any  time  within  five  3'ears  after  such  offence 
shall  have  been  committed,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Sec.  U).  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  first  six  sec- 
tions of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  shall  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  rejiealed  :  Provided,  That  all  offences  coin- 
mitted  under  the  said  sections  of  the  act  aforesaid,  before  the 
passitig  of  th's  act,  shall  be  prosecuted  and  punished,  and  any 
forfeitures  which  have  been  incurred  under  the  same  shall 
l)e  recovered  and  distributed,  as  il  this  act  had  not  been 
jjassed. 

Ajyjtrovcd,  April  20,  1818. 
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AN  ACT 

For  (Visposiiip;  of  any  such  negro,  mniatlo,  or  person  of  colour. 
«  ho  has  bven,  or  may  hert-aller  be  ini|)or(c(l,  or  brought 
into  this  stale,  in  violation  of  an  act  of  the  Unitetl  Stales, 
entitled,  "an  act  to  j»rohil)it  the  iinporlatlon  ot"  slaves  into 
any  port  or  place  within  the  jmisilietion   ot  llie    Uniletl 
States,  Ironi  and  after  the  first  day  of  .January,  liiOS." 
Be  it  cnaclid  hij  the  Senate  and  House  <>/'  llijjresentatives  of 
the  Stale  of  Cuorsia,  in  (ienend  Assemblij  tntl,  and  it  is  enact- 
ed /;?/  the  authoritii  of  the  same,  Tliat  it  shall  he  lawful  for  his 
excellency   the  Governor,  and  he   is   hereby  authorized,  to 
ap[)oint  some  (it  and  proper  [serson,  to  jiroceed  to   all   such 
ports  and  places  \vithin  this  state,  as  have,  or  may  have,  or 
may  hereafter  hold,   any  negroes,  mulattoes,   or  persons   of 
colour,  as  may  have  been,  or  hereafter  niaj'  be  seized  or  con- 
demned under  the  above  recited   act  of  Congress,  and  who 
may  be  suliject  to  the  control  of  this  state;  and  the   person 
so  appointed  shall  have  lull  power  and  authoril}'  to  ask,  de- 
mand, aiul  recover  and  receive  all  such  negroes,  mulattoes, 
or  persons  of  colour,  and   to  convey  fiie  same   to  Milledge- 
ville,  and  place  them  under   the  immediate   control  of  the 
executive  of  this  state. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  his  excellency  the 
(iovernor  is  hereby  empowered  to  caii*e  the  said  negroes, 
mulattoes,  or  |)ersons  of  colour,  to  i)e  sold,  afier  giving  sixty 
days  notice  in  a  [luhlic  gazette,  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
think  best  calculated  for  the  intere:;t  of  this  state. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  itj'url/nr  enacted.  That  if  previous  to  any 
sale  of  any  such  jjcrsons  (if  colour,  the  Society  fi-r  Coloniza- 
tinn  of  tree  [)ersons  of  colour  within  the  l/nittd  States,  will 
undertake  to  transport  them  to  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign 
place,  which  they  ma}-  |)rocure  as  a  Colony  for  free  |)ersoii3 
of  colour,  at  the  sole  expence  of  saiil  Society,  and  shall  like- 
Avise  pay  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  all  expenses  in- 
curred l»y  the  State,  since  they  have  been  captured  and  con- 
demned, his  Excellency  the  fJovernor  is  aulhoiized  and 
requested  to  aid  in  promoting  the  benevoliut  views  of  saiti 
Society,  in  such  manner  as  he  m:iy  deem  expedient. 
As-*entcd  to,  I'Mli  D.-cemlicr,  1;:!7. 
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NAVY  DEPARTMENT, 

January  f)th,  1810. 
Sir- -la  obedience  to  a  resolulion  of  Uie  House  of  Kepre- 
scntativts,  passed  on  the  4tli  instant,  in  relation  to  the  in- 
structions issued  by  this  Dejiartment  to  the  commanders  of 
the  several  armed  vessels  of  the  L'nited  Stales,  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  Congress  proi'.ibiting  the  importation  of  slaves, 
passed  on  the  I'd  day  of  Aiarch,  1807,  1  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  bei'ore  the  House,  the  accompany- 
ing pa[)ers,  numbered  otie  to  cn^hl,  inclusively,  being  conies 
of  letters,  and  extracts  of  letters,  to  conmianding  naval  otli- 
cers,  which  contain  all  the  instructions  that  have  issued  from 
this  Department,  having  relation  to  the  subject  of  inipiiry  of 
said  resolution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highest  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  THOMSON. 
TIic  Hon.  the  Speaker 

HoutyC  of  Reprcacnlativcs. 


Navi/  Department,  Jan.  22,  IGll. 

Sir — I  hear,  not  without  great  concern,  that  the  law  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  has  been  violated  in  fre- 
quent instances,  near  St.  INIary's,  since  the  gun-boats  have 
been  withdrawn  from  that  station. 

We  are  bound  by  laAV,  by  the  obligations  of  humanity  and 
souud  policy,  to  use  Oiir  most  strenuous  elTorts  to  restrain 
this  disgraceful  tratru-.k,  and  to  i)ring  those  who  shall  he  found 
engaged  in  it,  to  those  lorfeitures  and  punishments  which 
are  by  law  prescribed  fur  siich  ofi'onces. 

Hasten  the  equipment  of  the  gun-boats  which,  by  my  let- 
ter of  the  2  till  ultimo,  you  were  directted  to  eijuip,  and  as 
soon  as  they  shall  be  ready,  despatch  them  to  St  INlary's, 
with  orders  to  their  commanders  to  use  all  practicai)!e  dili- 
gence in  enforcing  the  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
slaves,  passed  IMaich  2,  lo07,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prohibit 
the  importajion  of  slaves  into  any  [)crt  or  jdace  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Urited  States,  from  and  afier  the  first  day 
of  January,  180o."  The  whole  of  this  law,  but  especiallj' 
the  7th  stK;tioti,  requires  your  [;articular  attention  ;  that  sec- 
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tion  declares,  (hat  (uuj  sliip  or  vessel  which  shall  he  round 
ill  any  river,  por!,  h.iy,  or  harhoiir,  or  on  tiie  high  seas  within 
the  jurisdictional  limits  ot  the  I'nited  Stales,  or  ho\erini; 
on  the  coast  thereof,  having  on  board  any  negro,  mnlatto,  or 
person  of  colour,  for  the  |)urpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves, 
or  with  intent  to  land  the  same  in  any  port  or  [dace  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  contrary  to  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  act,  shall,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel  and 
furniture,  and  the  goods  and  elfccts  wlm^li  shall  be  found  on 
board  the  s;;;iie,  be  toH'eited,  and  may  be  seized,  prosecuted 
and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  Slates,  having 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

It  further  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  any  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  be 
manned  and  employed  to  cruize  on  any  |)art  of  the  coast  of 
the  I  nitcd  States,  or  territories  thereof,  and  to  instruct  and  di- 
rect the  commanders  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into  an}^  [lort  of 
the  United  States,  all  such  ships  and  vessels  ;  an<l  moreover, 
to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
all  ships  or  vessels  oj' the  United  Stales  nlurevcr found  on  the 
high  seas,  contravening  the  provisions  of  the  act,  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  according  to  law. 

You  will  therefore  consider  yourself  hereby  especially  in- 
structed and  required,  and  you  will  instruct  and  require  all 
officers  placed  under  your  command,  to  seize,  take,  and 
bring  into  port,  any  vessel  of  wheiteicr  nature,  found  in  any 
river,  port,  bay,  or  harbour,  or  on  the  high  seas,  within  the 
jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  hovering  on  the 
coast  thereof,  having  on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person 
of  colour,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves,  or  with 
intent  to  land  th.e  same,  contrary  to  law,  and  uioreover,  to 
seize,  take,  and  bring  into  port,  all  ships  or  vessels  cf  the 
United  States,  wheresoever  found  on  the  high  seas  or  else- 
where,  contravening  tlie  provisions  of  the  law.  Vessels 
thus  to  be  seized,  ma}'  be  brought  into  «»?/ port  of  the  United 
States;  and  when  brought  into  p'ort,  must,  without  delay,  be 
reported  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  Slates,  resid- 
ing in  the  district,  in  which  such  port  may  be,  who  will  in- 
stitute such  further  proceedings  as  law  and  justice  require. 

Every  person  found  on  board  of  such  vessels,  must  be 
taken  especial  care  of.  The  nesjroes,  nudattoes,  or  persons 
of  colour,  are  to  be  delivered  to  such  persons  as  the  respec- 
tive states  may  appoint  to  receive  the  same.  The  com- 
mander? and  crews  of  such  vessels,  will  be  held  uniler  the 
pro-ecutions  of  the  district  attorneys,  to  answer  the  pains 
anil  penalties  [)rescribed  by  law  for  their  respective  odenccs. 
Whenever  negroes,  mulattoe^,  or  persons  of  coloiu-,  shall  be 
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delivered  to  the  persons  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  du- 
plicate receipts  must  t)e  taken  therefor,  and  if  no  i)crson  shall 
be  appointed  b}'  the  respective  states  to  receive  them,  they 
must  be  delivered  "  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  port 
or  place  where  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be  brought  or  found," 
and  an  account  of  your  proceedings,  together  with  the  num- 
ber and  descriptive  list  of  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  per- 
sons of  colour,  must  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  go- 
vernor or  chief  magistrate  of  the  state.  Vou  will  communi- 
cate to  me  minutely,  all  your  proceedings. 

1  am,  Sir,  respectlullv,  &:c. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 
H.  G.  Campbell, 
Commanding  Naval  OJficcr,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  Captain 
John  H.  Elton,  commanding  the  U.  S.  brig  Saranac,  Ne}v 
York,  dated, 

Navy  Department,  July  lW/»,  1817. 
"  The  recent  occupation  of  Amelia  Island  by  an  orficerin 
the  service  of  the  Spanish  revolutionists,  occasions  just  a|>- 
prehensions  that,  from  the  vicinilj'  to  the  coast  of  (ieorgia, 
attempts  will  be  made  to  introduce  slaves  info  the  United 
States,  contrary  to  the  existing  laws,  and  further  attomjits  at 
illicit  trade  in  smuggling  goods  in  violation  of  our  revenue 
laws,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  detain  and  search  every 
vessel  under  whatever  Hag,  which  may  enter  the  river  St. 
iMary's,  or  be  found  hovering  upon  the  coast  under  suspi- 
cious circumstances,  and  seize  every  vessel  freighted  with 
slaves,  or  whose  doubtful  character  and  situation  shall  indi- 
cate an  intention  of  smuggling.  In  the  execution  of  these 
orders,  you  will  take  special  care  not  to  interrujit  or  detain 
any  vessels  sailing  with  regular  papers,  and  of  a  national 
character,  upon  lawful  voyages  to  or  from  a  port  or  |;orts  of 
the  I'nited  States.  The  traflic  in  slaves  is  intended  to  be 
restrained,  and  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  you  will  ex- 
ercise your  sound  judgment  in  regard  to  all  vessels  you  may 
rieit." 


Navy  Department,  May  30,  1S18. 
Sir — I  enrlose  to  you  herewith,  for  your  iidormation  and 
government,  four  coj)ies  of  an  act  of  Congress,  [)assed  on  the 
20th  day  of  April  last,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  any  port  or 
place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  and 
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alter  the  first  day  of  January,   1808,   and  to  repeal  certain 
[»arl3  ot"  I  he  same." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &:c. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  HOMANS. 

Capt.  I).  T.  Patterson, 
('ommanilins:  IS  aval  OJJiccr,  Nc7v  Orleans. 
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Ki- tract  from  the  Me.ssas^e  of  Gov.  Rabun,  to  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  Nov.  2d,  1818. 

"  I  hc^  leave  to  direct  your  early  attention  to  that  part  of 
our  penal  code  which  was  intended  to  [)rohibit  the  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  this  state,  except  on  certain  conditions. 
The  violation  of  that  act  becomes  every  day  more  common, 
and  it  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  this  abominable  traffic  has 
30  many  advocates  among  us,  that  an  informer,  or  even  an 
officer,  who  would  perform  his  duty  by  attempting  to  enforce 
the  law,  is  by  many  considered  as  an  otlicious  meddler,  and 
treated  with  derision  and  contempt.  I  hope  the  Legislature 
will  make  another  eflort  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws,  by  adopting  such  measures  as  will  eflectually  prevent 
this  species  of  speculation." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Bevcrlrj  Chctv,  Esq.  Collector  of  New 
Orleans,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treusunj,  dated 

Jpril  \lth,  1818. 
•'  No  elTorts  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  alone,  can  be 
effectual  in  preventing  the  introduction  of  Africans  from  the 
westward  :  To  |)ut  a  stop  to  that  Iratlic,  a  naval  force,  suit- 
able to  these  waters,  Is  indisjtensablc,  and  vessels  captured 
with  slaves  ought  not  to  be  brought  into  this  port,  but  sent 
to  some  other  in  the  I'liitcd  States,  for  adjudication.  Vast 
numbers  of  slaves  will  be  introduced,  to  an  alarming  extent, 
unless  prom[)t  and  etlectua!  measures  are  adopted  by  the 
general  Government.'' 
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Extract  of  a  Ldlci\  dated  Sierra  Leone,  18th  March,  1817. 
Being  so  well  aware  of  your  earnest  desire  to  root  out  the 
slave  truile  on  the  windward  coast  of  Africa,  I  leei  it  a  duty 
to  coniMuniicate  some  circumstances  relative  to  its  recom- 
mencement, which  came  to  my  linowledge  during  my  late 
mission  to  Senegal  and  (loree,  and  which  ai)[)ear  to  me  to 
be  important,  iuasnuich  as  they  prove  tiiat  the  traflic  which 
the  (Government  of  his  IJritannic  3Iajcsty  is  so  anxious  to 
abolish,  will  be  carried  on  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
from  the  settlements  lately  ceded  to  France;  unless,  by  be- 
ing brought  to  (he  notice  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  mea- 
sures are  taken  to  prevent  (he  inhabitants  of  those  islands 
from  carrying  on  a  trade  which  was  so  efl'ectually  abolished 
during  the  time  the  Hritish  had  possession  of  them. 

During  my  stay  at  Senegal,  I  heard  it  very  publicly  spoken 
of,  that  a  brig,  commanded  by  a  i\lonsieur ,  was  wait- 
ing there  to  receive  a  cargo  of  slaves,  to  be  furnished  to  an 
inhabitant  by  a  Frazar  Prince  (Omar,)  w  ho  only  remained 
until  we  (juitted  the  colony  to  conclude  (he  bargain  with 
Monsieur .  This,  the  Moor  made  no  scruple  of  open- 
ly avowing. 

But  the  point,  of  the  trade  being  carried  on  to  a  consider- 
able extent  at  Goree,  came  more  particularly  within  my 
own  knowledge,  as  1  was  an  eye-witness  to  some  of  the 
transactions. 

I  happened  (o  be  on  (he  main  land  on  (he  23(h  of  Febru- 
ary, when  I  saw  a  schooner,  under  Spanish  colours,  anchor 
in  the  roads  of  Goree.  She  j)relended  to  have  touched  there 
for  wood  and  water.  Her  wants  were  supplied.  She  weigh- 
ed the  next  night,  stood  round  (he  nor(h  poin(  of  the  island  : 
alter  dark  bore  u[)  again,  and  anchored  below  Rufisk,  just 
out  of  sight  of  Goree.  On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  February, 
a  small  schooner  came  from  Goree  with  several  of  the  inha- 
bitants ;  took  in  a  number  of  very  young  boys  and  girls  at 
Battail  (near  Bao,)  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  .Span- 
ish schooner;  and  such  exjieditioa  was  used,  that  the  vessel, 
with  one  hundred  and  fdty  slaves,  was  despatched  on  (he  3d 
of  March. — A  second  schooner,  also  inider  Spanish  colours, 
•was  observed  to  be  thereat  the  same  time,  by  the  master  of 
a  vessel  coming  from  the  (Jambia,  and  no  doubt  had  a  simi- 
lar object  in  view. 

To  particularise  the  number  of  (he  native  inhabitants  so 
engaged,  would  be  suiierlluous.  In  fact,  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  every  one  has  either  a  greater  or  lesser  share. 
Nothing  can  be  more  conclusive  uoon  this  point,  than  al- 
most every  mulatto  man  living  at  Goree  being  on  the  main 
land  iluriu";  the  lime  (he  vessels  were  below  Kuiisk ;  and  tht; 
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few  who  remained  only  blamed  the  others  for  proceeding 
too  openly  in  an  affair,  wliich,  if  conducted  with  caution, 
would  soon  enrich  the  whole :  indeed,  so  anxious  were  they 
to  commence,  that  a  vessel,  with  twenty  slaves,  was  des- 
patched from  the  coast  a  short  time  before  the  French  flag 
was  hoisted ;  and  the  persons  ent:a;j;ed  in  sending  them  off 
only  escaped  l)eing  brought  to  justice  by  remaining  on  the 
main  land,  where  they  could  not  be  arrested ;  yet  these  men 
returned  to  (^oree,  two  day>^  alter  our  troops  had  withdrawn. 
A  :5panish  brig,  from  Teneriffe,  connnanded  by  a 


-,  (wlio,  I  understand,  had  been  twice  ca[)turfcd  in  slave 
vessels,)  had  been  in  Goree  for  a  considerable  time  :  he  had 
a  Siiiall  cargo  of  wine,  which  he  was  so  anxious  to  dispose 
of,  tliat  he  ottered  mo  the  whole  at  20/.  sterling  per  pipe ! 
and  this  good  sound  Teneriffe  wine.  The  fact  is,  he  came 
merely  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  as  it  may  be  termed,  to  as- 
certain the  possibility  of  obtainiug  slaves  ;  but  when  he  found 
his  ultimate  object  might  be  fulfilled  at  once,  he  would  have 
nia<!e  any  sacrifice  to  have  j)rocured  cash  or  merchandise 
which  could  have  been  exchanged  for  tlicin,  as  the  dealers 
could  not  land  Iheir  wine  at  Goree,  and  it  would  have  been 
useless  among  tiie  Joiifl'rs. 

I  need  not  tor  a  moment  call  to  j'our  notice  the  sensation 
and  extraordinary  activity  this  success  in  a  tratfick,  where 
the  profits  are  so  enormous,  will  call  forth,  not  only  in  Tene- 
riffe, where  many  slave  vessels  are  titled  out,  but  particularly 
in  the  ports  of  the  Havannah,  the  present  grand  emporium 
of  this  illicit  and  hateful  traffick  :  neither  need  I  allude,  in 
the  most  remote  manner,  to  the  injury,  nay,  I  might  almost 
say,  the  total  annihilation  of  the  good  etiects  which  have 
been  produced  in  the  adjacent  countries  to  Senegal  and 
Goree,  by  the  slave  trade  abolition.  These  points  will  im- 
mediately obtrude  themselves  most  forcibly  upon  your  ima- 
gination, who,  during  your  residence  in  the  colonies  lately 
ceded  to  France,  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  so  successfully 
exerted  yourself  to  forward,  in  that  part  of  Africa,  the  o;rand 
and  generous  views  of  the  British  Government,  in  civilizing 
and  ameliorating  the  condition  of  tlie  i!d»ahit;int.s  i)f  tirH  vast 
continent ;  and  1  am  sure  you  will  enter  into  the  feelinga 
with  which  f  ob;^erved  the  black  jjopulation  of  (ioree  dimin- 
ished, at  least  one  thiril,  within  the  short  period  of  my  last 
al)sence. 

I  woidd  beg  to  impress  upon  your  mind,  that  the-e  trans- 
actions did  not  take  |:!ace,  as  it  were,  in  secret,  but  was  the 
public  topic  of  conversation  in  bolh  tl)e  Petllements  :  and, 
aller  llu-  i)roclama(ion  of  the  French  governor,  prohibiting 
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the  Traile,  I  caiiuot  l)ut  cxjiress  infinite  surprise  at  tlio  bold- 
ness and  iiDjuinily  with  which  it  lias  been  carried  oji. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sierra  Leone,  dated  28//t  June,  1817. 
The  coast  is  crowded  with  slave  ships,  and  no  trade  can 
be  done  Avhere  the}'  are.  Wo  could  get  in  to  leeward,  but 
dare  not  go  there,  as  we  are  certain  ot  being  pbiudered  Ity 
them.  1  saw  in  one  of  the  IVew  Times,  tliat  a  Carthuiieniaii 
pirate  liad  been  plutiderius;  our  vessels  :  this,  no  doubt,  was 
put  in  to  hide  the  truth.  It  was  a  liavannah  slave  ship  : 
and  all  the  Spaniards  that  came  here^  swore  to  do  the  same 
whenever  it  lies  in  their  power. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sierra  Leone,  dated  2Ut  Jidy,  1817. 
The  slave  trade  is  raging  dreadfully  on  the  coast,  anil 
there  are  no  means  of  checking  it.  There  has  been  no 
man-of-war  on  the  coast  since  i'March.  Goree  is  become 
([uite  an  emporium.  The  vessels  make  their  bargain  from 
Tenerill'e,  run  over  and  lie  at  the  Cape  de  A''erd  islands  till 
the  slaves  are  ready,  and  then  they  are  oil' in  an  instant. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  addressed  to  one  of  the  Directors  of  tlu 
African  Institidion,  dated  Port  Louis,  Scn^al,  Sth  ISoveni- 
&fr,  1817. 

1  presume  my  partner  lias  done  himself  the  honniir  ot 
ivaitiug  on  you  ere  this,  and  given  you  every  information  in 
Lis  power  respecting  this  part  of  the  coast,  w  liicli,  1  lament 
to  state,  has  been  thrown  into  the  most  deplorable  condition 
by  the  renewal  of  the  slave  trade,  since  the  cession  of  the 
settlement  to  Fiance.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  extent  to 
which  this  tratlick  has  been  carried  on.  I  need  only  mention 
that  four  French  vessels  have  been  loaded  here,  their  cargoes 
averaging,  by  the  best  information  1  can  obtain,  about  100 
Silaves  each;  and  there  are  two  schooners  now  in  the  river 
waiting  for  their  cargoes,  which  they  have  contracted  for. 
As  a  simple  statement  of  this  kind  may  not  be  satisiactnry, 
1  subjoin  a  list  of  the  vessels,  and  the  |iorls  to  which  they 
belong.  The  consequence  of  this  reiieweil  traflick,  after  fhe 
quietudc  which  the  country  has  enjoyed  lor  several  years^ 
past,  may  be  easily  supposed  ;  personal  lil;erly  is  again  at 
an  end,  the  natives  are  armed  against  one  another,  and  the 
gre;t  demand  for  slaves  has  renewed  wars  in  the  inferior, 
and  even  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place,  in  order  to  olilain 
Iheni  ;  and  I  regret  to  say,  there  is  too  good  reason  to  pre- 
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sumo  that  Hit-  ?Iavo  traders  in  llie  scltlcniont  provide  them 
wilh  arms  and  amimiiiitioii  tor  this  purpose;  l)t;si{h's  which, 
thr  Moorish  tril)cs,  nho  occupy  the  northern  bauUs  of  tiie 
river,  iiave  been  actively  eryploycd  iti  ravugiu'j;  ilie  bhiclt 
villaj;es  :  and  it  is  to  be  attriUuttd  to  the  great  numl)er  of 
natives  captured  l)y  them,  that  so  many  vessels  have  obtain- 
«(l  their  cargoes  with  sucli  despatch  ;  for  1  am  well  inlormed, 
(hat  so  great  a  nmiiber  were  never  exported  from  this  settle- 
ment in  so  short  a  time  in  any  Ibrmer  i)eriod. 

It  must  no  doubt  suri)rise  you,  as  it  docs  me  and  the  few 
Knglisli  wjio  remain  in  tiiis  settlement,  that  after  the  solenm 
manner  the  French  (Government  engaged  to  abolish  the 
trade,  it  should  be  carried  on  here  so  openlj,  witliout  any 
interruption  from  tlie  authorities.  The  miseries  of  the  poor 
victims  are  increased  by  the  shallow  precaution  which  is 
used  of  not  embarking  them  in  the  ri\  er  (where  the  vessels 
remain  several  weeks,  pul)licly  titting  out,  and  taking  on 
hoard  water  and  i)rovisions ;)  but  the}'  are  sent  in  canoes 
over  a  most  dangerous  surf,  by  which  I  understand  several 
liave  lost  their  Tnes  before  reaching  the  vessel. 

List  of  Vessels  loa<led  with  Slaves  at  Senegal,  betwixt  the 
25th  January,  when  the  Settlement  was  delivered  to 
France,  and  the  8th  November,  1817  : 

Schooner  I-a  Reine  et  Caroline,  of  Nantz. 

Brig  Elisee,  or  Eliza,  of  Bourdeaux. 

Schooner  Astree,  of  Nantz. 

Schooner  Syl[)h,  of  Nantz. 

Vessels  remaining  in  the  river  Senegal  for  slaves,  8th 
November  I'olT. 

Schooner         Elizee,         of  IJourdeaux. 
Schooner         Zepli}  r,       of  .Martini(pie. 


Ihiract  of  a  LctUr  from  a  (icntlcman  in  Paris,  addrcssal  to 

one    of   the     Directors   of  the    African    Inslitution,    dated 

Fehruari/  ]2lh,  lol8. 

About  a  fortnight  ago  a  vessel  arrived  in  Ffavre,  with  a 
passenger  on  board,  who  told  me,  that  wiien  he  left  Senegal, 
in  l)ecem!)cr  last,  there  were  two  vessels  nearl}-  ready  to 
hail  from  thence  witli  full  cargoes  of  slaves.  'I'he  s-chooner 
that  1  saw  sail  from  Senegal  on  July  27lh,  with  IDO  slavea, 
landed  those  who  survived  the  voya;:;e  on  the  island  of  ^V  r- 
tiniipje,  and  afterwards  entered  the  port  of  St.  Pierre's  in 
last.     She  has  lately  arrived  in  France,  and  is  now  li' 

yi\  for  another  vovage. 
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Extract  of  a  Inciter  frovi  a  Gentleman  at  Senegal,  to  one  of  the 
Dinctors  (f  the  African  Insdlulion,  daltd March  lit,  iyi8. 

When  1  last  wrote  to  you,  i  was  not  witliout  hope  that, 
ere  this,  measures  woultl  have  been  taken  by  the  French 
Government  to  arrest  the  prot^ress  of  the  slave  trade  in  this 
neighbourhood  ;  as  it  was  didicult  to  suppose  lor  a  moment 
that  the  aulhor.ties  here  were  ignorant  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  trade  was  carried  on  in  the  settlement.  IMy  expecta- 
tions, however,  have  been  disappointed;  it  has  increased, 
— is  hourly  increasing;  and  at  present,  tliere  is  not  the  least 
appearance  even  of  secrecy,  nor  the  least  fear  of  interruption  ; 
for  the  slaves  are  now  put  on  board  in  the  river,  and  the 
vessels  pass  the  bar  in  night  of  every  otficer  in  the  garrison. 
Indeed,  two  of  the  last  vessels  which  left  this  place  with 
sldvea,  passed  outwards  at  a  time  when  three  French  vessels 
of  war  (a  ship,  a  brig,  and  a  schooner)  were  at  anchor  out- 
side the  bar;  and,  although  the  slavers  sailed  within  hail,  no 
examination  or  notice  was  taken  of  them.  The  distress  in 
the  neighbouring  villages  I  stated  to  you  in  my  last,  and  the 
news  of  this  renewed  Iratfick  is  spreading  rapidly  over  the 
country.  Darnel,  one  of  the  most  powerful  kings  in  this 
part  of  Africa,  lately  came  to  the  vicinity  of  the  settlement, 
and  held  several  conferences  with  the  slave  traders,  as  if  to 
ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  information  he  had  obtained  ; 
and  immediately  commenced  burning  and  [dllaging  a  num- 
ber of  his  own  villages,  under  circumstances  of  the  most 
shocking  atrocity:  and  of  his  own  subjects,  whole  families 
Avere  dragged  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  they  werc 
sold,  and  thus  separated  from  their  friends,  homes,  and  co  Jn- 
try  for  ever.  His  booty  on  this  occasion  furnished  the  ne- 
groes of  the  two  vessels  mentioned  above,  which  passed  the 
bar  on  the  11th  of  February. 

From  the  Moors  they  still  continue  to  obtain  a  great  num- 
ber of  captives  ;  and,  among  them,  this  renewal  of  the  Iratlick 
has  given  rise  to  disputes  and  wars,  nn|)recedented  of  late 
years;  and  it  is  reported  here,  that  large  caravans  of  slaves 
have  been  collected  in  the  interior,  and  are  now  on  their 
way  towards  this  place,  where  they  are  daily  expected. 

The  French  Government  having  lately  recalled  the  com- 
mandant, who,  as  I  noticed  in  my  former  letter,  could  not 
have  been  ignorant  of  what  was  passing,  I  cherished  the 
hope  that  it  was  the  first  step  of  that  Government  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  trade,  and  to  fuUil  the  treaty  they  had  made  : 
but  I  regret  to  be  oi)liged  to  say,  that  his  successor  ajipears 
fetill  more  inclined  to  overlook  the  mischief  which  is  going 
on  in  bis  command ;  for,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  the 
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slaves  are  now  put  on  board  in  Ihe  river,  ami  even,  in  one 
case,  were  embarked  uliile  (he  ve^s.sel  lay  oir  the  town. 

The  two  V  eeisjels  which  remained  in  tlie  river  wiieu  I  last 
wrote  to  }ou,  obtained  (ht-ir  cargoes,  and  sailed  shortly  alter- 
wards;  and  one  ot  tlieni  has  since  leturned,  antl  is  now  in 
the  river  itrejiaring  tor  a  second  cargo,  to  purchase  which 
she  has  brought  here  a  large  quantity  of  rum  and  tobacco. 

List  of  Vessels  loaded  with  Slaves  at  Senegal,  betwixt  the 
0th  of  November,  1817,  and  the  lUth  ot  March,  181H. 
Schooner     Zepiiyr,  ol  Martinique. 

Scliooner     Elisee,  or  Eliza,      of  Houidcaux. 
Schooner     Eliza,  ot"  Senegal. 

Brig  Elisee,  or  Eliza,     of  iJourdeaux,  2d  voyage. 

Galliot  JMaria,  ot"  Marseilles. 

Vessels  remaining  in  the  River  Senegal  for  Slaves,  19lh  of 
March,  K,iy. 

Schooner  Syljjh,  of  Nantz,  2d  voyage. 

Schooner  Elisee,  or  Eliza,      of  Bourdeaus,  2d  voyage. 

Schooner  Keine  et  Caroline,  of  Nantz. 

Brig  Postilion. 

N.B.  The  above  vessels  are  exclusively  for  Sene<ral :  from 
Goree  several  slave  vessels  have  also  been  despatched,  and 
I  understand  the  trade  is  carried  on  there  to  a  great  extent ; 
but  I  regret  that  I  am  not  possessed  of  sutlicient  information 
to  communicate  to  you  the  particulars. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sierra  Lccne,  dated  Gth  March,  1318, 
euldressed  to  the  Secretary . 

It  is  with  pain  that  I  have  to  state  that  the  infamous  traffick 
in  idood  is  carried  on  with  rencwe<l  vigour  in  the  Kio  Pongas, 
l{io  Nunez,  at  Bissao,  and  at  (loree  and  Senegal.  These  two 
settlements,  eo  lalel}'  ceded  by  us  to  France,  have  relnrnetl 
with  more  violence  than  ever  (o  speculations  (leclared  by 
their  sovereign  as  a  ili.saracc  to  human  naluie.  Inslancis  of 
cruel!}',  unknown  in  former  times,  have  lately  occurred  : 
domestic  slaves,  who,  during  our  oecupalioii  of  llie>.e  islands, 
were  trciiltd  with  the  utfii<)-.t  kindne.ss  and  humanily,  have 
been  publicly'  sold ;  children,  born  in  the  court  yards  of 
the  inlial.ilantB,  have  been  loru  frtxn  llieir  parents;  and 
luirses,  who  carried  (lie  eliildren  of  their  masters,  ami  who 
agreeably  to  long  custoni  among  llic  Signoras,  weie  rewarded 
nilh   emancii'ation,  tiave    been    »rold.     Nay,   in    (lone,   in 
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•Vaniiary  last,  Uiccari^o  of  a  vessel  callrtl  tlie  Louise,  IMerrin 
jiiaster,  bound  to  i\lailini((Uo,  and  ex|)e('ted  to  return  imme- 
diately, took  a  cariio  ot"  two  hundred  and  tilly-three  slaves 
oil"  the  north  hatter}'.  'J'hose  unfortunate  victims  of  avarice 
were  sold  chielly  hy  tlieir  very  brethren,  blacks  and  mulat- 
toes,  and  branded  with  red-hot  irons  [UTvious  to  being  em- 
harked.  Two  Englishmen  at  (Joree,  on  their  juissage  (o 
Europe,  saw  the  horrid  deed.  The  gentleman  who  adminis- 
tered at  Senegal  and  l^oree  [iroclaimed  the  ordinance  of  his 
sovereign  against  the  slave  tratie,  on  taking  possession  of 
those  settlements  in.lanuary,  1!'>]7;  but  the  trallick  has  been 
ilaily  increasing.  Vessels  have  entered  in  the  river  Sene- 
gal ready  for  such  si)eculation3;  taken  wood,  water,  |)rovi- 
sions ;  fitted  their  platform  for  that  object  along  side  of  the 
King's  wharf:  they  have  actually  taken  slaves  within  three 
or  four  miles  of  St.  Louis,  along  the  sea-shore,  within  sight, 
of  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants.  Two  vessels  sailed  in  Ji",- 
nuary,  osie  the  property  of  a  resident  of  Senegal,  which  is 
bound  to  Martiniipie : — in  short,  the  tratlick  is  known  to 
c\  cry  person,  anil  the  prices  paid  in  goods  or  cash. 

The  IMoors  are  at  war.  Damel  destroys  his  country,  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  for  rum  and  tobacco  the  last  of  his 
peO|)le,  he  has  established  liis  residence  at  G!angioJ,  nine 
miles  dow  n  the  river.  What  are  the  natives  to  think  of  (he 
promises  so  repeatedly  made  by  us,  of  the  slave  trade  beinjr 
abolished  ? 


Exlraci  of  a  stalcmait  relative  to  the  nidraiixs  committed  on  tiu 

innocent  trolficlc  of  Africa,    In/  ships   engaged  in  the  slave 

Iradi,  drawn  up  from  autlicniic  documents. 

During  the  last  two  years  many  armed  slave-ships  have 
CODU!  to  the  coast,  and  have  employed  force  to  effectuate 
their  purpose  ;  and,  when  interrupted,  Ihey  have  threatened 
to  return  with  armed  ships  of  a  large  class;  and,  in  some 
instances,  have  executed  their  threats. 

A  few  of  these  armed  ships  have  come  from  the  Brazils, 
and  one  or  two  from  Martini()ue,  but  for  the  most  [)art  they 
have  come  from  tiie  Ignited  States  of  America,  having  first 
obtained  a  Spanish  disgui^se  at  the  llavannah.  They  have 
consisted  chielly  of  vessels  which  had  been  employed  as 
American  privateers  during  the  lale  war,  and  which  sail  un- 
commonly fast,  in  more  tlian  one  instance  they  have  conie 
in  sjiiall  squadrons  of  two  or  three  vessels,  for  tlie  purposes 
of  attr>cking  and  capturing  any  armed  \  essel  which  mtiy  ob- 
struct their  proceedings. 

\  few  of  the  cases  are  stnicd  below. 
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J.  The  Tcirurairc. — This  vessel  came  IVom  llie  liraziis, 
and  bore  the  Portuguese  Mag.  She  mounted  eiij;liteen  guns, 
and  was  strongly  manned.  She  resisted  liis  majesly's  ship 
Bann,  and  uan  not  taken  until  she  had  greatly  sullereil  in 
her  sails  and  rigging. 

2.  The  Sial,  Portuguese. — This  vessel  was  found  trading 
in  the  river  Lagos,  under  Portuguese  colours,  in  August,  It!  15. 
She  was  strongly  manned  ami  armed,  and  maintained  aa 
engagement  ot forty  mlnult;s  with  the  vessel  wliieh  attempt- 
ed to  examine  her.  Tlie  river  Lagos  is  to  the  north  of  the 
line. 

3.  The  Rose.- — This  vessel  came  to  the  coast  under  Spa- 
nish colours,  although  really  Ameiican  property.  She  was 
Ibrmcrly  an  American  privateer,  belonging  to  Jiaitimorc, 
whence  she  was  sent  to  the  llavaniiah,  under  the  command 
of  a  person  wlio  knew  at  the  time  that  she  was  destined  lor 
the  coast  of  Africa.  She  was  sold  at  the  Havannah  to  a 
S|Kiniard,  who  ilespalched  her  in  a  few  days  to  the  coast ; 
the  former  commander  still  reiriaining  on  board  as  sufiercar- 
go,  and  taking  with  him  the  same  cargo  he  had  brought  from 
America,  and  several  of  the  same  crew.  She  was  strongly 
manned  and  armed,  and  did  iHJt  yield  to  his  majesty's  ship 
ilann,  until  after  a  considerable  resistance.  This  was  in 
January,   liiUi. 

J.  The  Louis. — This  vessel  was  from  J^L•u•lini(j[;e,  and  was 
well  armed  and  manned.  She  was  detained  by  his  majesty's 
colonial  ship  Princess  Charlotte,  but  not  witliout  a  severe 
contest,  in  which  twenty  of  the  crew  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte were  killed  or  wounded.   This  was  in  Marcii,  IKIU, 

b.  Tivo  arinal  schooners,  names  unknown,  under  SpanisJi 
colours,  resisted  and  beat  oil'  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and 
carried  o IV  from  the  windward  coast  cargoes  of  slaves.  This 
was  in  .Inly,  lolo. 

(i.  The  Campcrdcivn. — This  vessel  bore  the  Spanish  Hag, 
and  was  armed  with  sixteen  guns,  and  manned  with  hliy 
men,  said  to  l)(>  all  Americans.  The  vessel  herself  was  also 
American  built.  She  has  made  repeated  \uyairesf  to  the 
coast  and,  Ihoiish  twice  encountered  by  Englisli  aiiiser.-, 
has  always  escaped,  from  her  great  su|)eriority  in  sailing. 

7.  La  Paz. — This  ^  essel  bore  the  Spjmish  H.ig.  She  was 
taken,  altera  severe  contest,  by  the  Princes;  Charlotte  :  and 
on  board  of  her  were  fouinl  the  jna-ler  and  crew  of  an 
J-u'jflish  vessel  that  had  been  captured  Ity  |ur  some  davs 
belore. 

t5.  The  Rnyo. — This  vessel  from  Charleston  and  the  lla- 
vannah;  was  stronirly  armed  ;  and  was  captured  in  3Iarcb, 
^^j^f^  alter  fightinc:  fnra  considerable  lime. 
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'J.  ./  large  sckooncr,  from  the  Havannal),  nith  slaves  on 
board,  attacked  his  majesty's  ahip  Ferret,  and  killed  two  of 
her  men,  but  was  at  length  taken  and  carried  into  Sierra 
Leone,  in  March,  181G. 

The  ellects  of  these  proceedings  have  been  highly  detri- 
mental on  the  coast  north  of  the  line.  Exclusive  of  all  the 
evils  which  are  inseparable  from  a  slave  trade,  under  any 
circumstances,  they  have  discouraged,  and  in  some  cases 
crushed,  the  first  etforts  to  extend  agriculture  and  legitimate 
commerce,  whicli  had  been  produced  in  this  quarter  by  the 
temporary  cessation  of  the  slave  trade.  Even  the  usual 
trade  of  Sierra  Leone  with  the  surrounding  districts,  which 
liad  tended  more  than  any  thing  else  to  give  a  steady  Jm- 
jiulse  to  the  industry  of  the  neighbouring  natives,  has  been 
subjected  to  outrage  and  spoliation,  attended  in  some  cases 
Avith  the  loss  of  life.  Such  proceedings  operate  also  most 
fatally  in  another  point  of  view.  The  native  chiefs  and 
traders  who  began  at  length  to  be  convinced,  by  the  evi- 
dence of  facts,  that  the  abolition  was  likely  to  be  permanent, 
and  that  it  was  therefore  absolutely  necessary  to  engage 
heartily  in  schemes  of  cultivation,  if  they  would  jtreserve 
their  influence,  have  learnt  from  recent  events,  to  distrust  all 
such  assurances.  Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said 
and  done,  they  now  see  the  slave  traders  again  sweeping  the 
whole  range  of  coast  without  molestation — nay,  with  the  air 
of  triumph  and  defiance.  It  will  be  long,  therefore,  before 
they  are  likely  to  yield  to  the  same  conviction  res|)ecting  the 
pur[)05es  of  the  European  powers  to  abolish  the  slave  trade, 
which  they  had  been  led  to  admit.  Even  if  ellVctual  means 
should  now  be  adopted  for  totally  and  finally  a'oolishing  this 
trailick,  several  years  must  nrol)ably  elai)se  before  they  will 
be  induced  to  forego  the  expectation  of  its  revival.  It  would 
be  difficult  fully  to  appreciate  the  deep  and  lasting  injury 
intlicted  on  northern  Africa  b}'  the  transactions  of  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  And  this  injury  will  be  the  greater,  be- 
cause, in  the  interior  of  that  country  at  least,  the  inhabitants 
i\o  not  discriminate  with  any  accuracy  between  the  diiferent 
nations  of  Europe:  the}'  only  know,  in  general,  that  the 
white  men,  who  had  ceased  to  traile  in  slaves,  and  who,  they 
imdcrstood,  were  to  trade  no  more  in  that  commodity,  ex- 
cept  as  smugglers,  liable  to  be  seized  and  punished,  have 
now  resumed  the  open,  avowed,  and  nncontrolcd  inactice 
«'f  that  Iraffick. 
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Extract  of  a  stulcmciU  si/bscqitcntli/  rcceivedfrom  Sierra  Leone, 
oil  the  same  subject. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  some  cases  concerning 
tvhicli  we  have  certain  information. 

1.  The  schooner  (name  unknown)  whose  crew  destroyed 
the  brig  Kitty,  of  Liverj)ooI,  murdered  the  master,  (Roach,) 
and  carried  the  black  people  (two  of  whom  were  captured 
negroes  of  Sierra  Leone)  as  slaves  to  the  Ilavannah. 

2.  The  Camperdown,  a  brig  of  sixteen  guns,  and  a  large 
complement  of  men,  commanded  by  the  same  person  as  the 
jireceding.  She  destroyed  liie  sloops  Rambler  and  Trial, 
belonging  to  this  port,  and  carried  the  blacks  ofif  as  slaves. 
It  is  supposed  that  she  carried  off  at  least  two  hundred  free 
blacks  in  her  different  voyages,  as  she  made  slaves  of  all  the 
people  going  on  board  in  canoes.  She  had  several  skirmishes 
with  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  w  as  once  chased  by  the 
Creole  and  Astrea. 

3.  The  Laura  Anna,  taken  in  the  Rio  Nunez,  where  it 
was  necessary  to  promise  the  sailors  their  wages,  to  prevent 
an  action. 

4.  The  Ven^anza,  which  fought  the  party  sent  after  her 
to  the  Gambia,  and  at  last  was  Idowa  up  whilst  engaging. 

5.  The  Mulatto,  a  large  schooner,  painted  black,  which 
made  two  or  three  voyages  to  the  coast,  carried  away  a 
great  number  of  free  negroes,  and  beat  off  the  Princess 
Charlotte. 

6.  A  targe  schooner,  likewise  painted  black,  her  companion, 
which  also  beat  off  the  Princess  Charlotte. 

7.  The  Paz,  which,  under  the  American  flag,  beat  off  the 
Princess  Charlotte,  and  killed  several  of  her  men. 

8.  The  Seal,    Portuguese,  a  large   brig  under  Portuguese 

colours,  with  twelve  or  fourteen  guns,  and  about  — — 

men;  fought  the  Princess  Charlotte  off  Lagos,  for  a  long 
time,  but  was  taken  slaving,  in  violation  of  the  last  treaty 
with  Portugal. 

9.  The  Rose,  formerly  an  American  privateer;  fitted  out 
in  America,  and  manned  with  Americans,  but  sup[)osed  to 
be  the  property  of  an  English  passenger  on  board,  who  wa3 
an  old  slave  trader  at  iM<"<urado,  from  which  jjlace  she 
slaved  ;  fought  the  boats  of  his  majesty's  shi[)  Bann  and 
the  commissioned  sloop  iMary,  for  some  time,  but  was  at 
length  captured. 

10.  The  French  hriic  Louis,  from  St.  Pierre's,  Martinique, 
manned  with  a  French  crew;  she  fought  the  colonial  vessel 
lor  several  hours,  and  \TaB  not  taken  without  a  very  severe 
loss  on  both  sides. 
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11.  Schooner  Liuailalciipe,  taken  by  the  Vouiit^  Princess 
Charlotte.  l5eoi(!es  their  rej;ular  charge  of  two  round  .shot, 
htr  guns  were  eachol"  them  loaded  with  hags  ol  five  hundred 
iiKisltet  bulla.     Jrhe  was  taken  by  boarding. 

12.  ling  Timcrarh,  Iroin  }>razil.  She  was  built  on  pur- 
pose for  this  forced  trade  ;  has  eighteen  guns,  which  were 
cast  on  |iurj)ose,  with  her  name  on  them.  .She  made  one  trip 
to  the  coast,  when  she  was  chased  by  the  Princess  Charlotte, 
but  escaped.  On  her  second  trip  she  was  taken,  alter  an 
action  of  two  hours,  by  his  majesty's  ship  Bann.  She  had 
a  complement  of  eighty  men,  and  was  slaving,  in  violation 
of  the  last  treaty  wllli  Portugal. 

13.  Schooner  Dolores,  formeil}'  an  American  schooner,  but 
said  to  belong  to  an  English  house  in  the  Havannah.  Taken 
after  a  severe  action,  by  his  majer^ty's  ship  Ferret. 

14.  Brig  Neinu  Puz,  furmtrly  the  American  privateer 
Argus  ;  fitted  out  hum  America,  though  su[»posed  in  [tart  to 
be  British  proi)erty,  and  manned  with  Americans  and  English. 
She  took  and  plundered  the  schooner  Apollo  of  this  port, 
and  made  an  attack  on  the  Prince  Regent,  but  was  captured 
by  boarding,  after  a  short  but  severe  action. 

15.  Schooner  Carmen,  from  Brazil;  taken  by  Sir  James 
Yeo,  for  slaving  to  the  north  of  the  line.  She  had  a  flag 
■with  a  death's  head  and  marrow  bones. 

16.  Schooner  Triumjeirile,  from  Havannah,  late  the  Ame- 
rican privateer  Criterion,  of  sixteen  guns,  and  men, 
commanded  by  a  Portuguese  subject.  Taken  by  the  boats  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  after  a  severe  action,  in  the  river  Came- 
roons.  The  captain  declared,  that  had  he  been  fully 
prej)ared,  and  met  the  Prince  Regent  at  sea,  he  would  have 
sunk  her. 

1 7.  The  American  schooner  Dorset,  of guns, 

and men,  from  Baltimore  direct    (called   the 

Spanish  schooner  Triumvirata.)  witli  an  American  super- 
cargo, a  Spanish  captain,  and  American,  French,  English, 
and  Spanish  crew.  Taken  after  a  smart  action,  in  the  Rio 
Pongas,  last  January,  by  a  vessel  from  this  j)lace. 

18.  A  large  Schoomr,  name  unknown,  supposed  from  the 
Havannah  ;  took  and  plundered  the  brig  Industry  of  this  [)ort, 
last  November,  and  carried  the  greatest  part  of  the  crew  oft" 
as  slaves. 

19.  The  Sauc:/  Jack,  an  American  privateer,  which  carried 
off  a  cargo  of  slaves  in  1811,  and,  it  is  believed,  convoyed 
several  vessels  to  and  from  the  coast.  He  boarded,  but  did 
not  molest,  a  sloop  from  this  place  to  Goree,  with  rice. 

These  are  specific  instances,  whioii  have  all  been  proved 
before  some  court  of  justice;  and  there  is  every  probability 


107 


Uiat  this  is  only  a   small   proiiorlion  of  tlie    vessels  of  this 

description  wliicli  visit  tlie  coast  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  slave  tiatle. 

It  has  also  lately  become  the  practice  of  tiiese  vessels  to 
sail  in  company,  and  thus  deter  the  cri'u-'  of  his  niajesty's 
vessels  from  attem|itiu!j;  to  capture  them. 

When  interru[>le»l,  the  captains  h.ive  almost  universally 
threatened  to  return  with  vessels  of  a  larger  class,  although 
from  the  un.versalily  of  the  trade,  it  is  ditlicult  to  remember 
every  particular  instance.  The  Neuva  Paz,  >vas  one  where 
the  threat  was  put  in  execution;  and  one  ol  the  most  violent 
of  the  slave  traders  has  lately  returned  to  the  Gallinas,  and 
sent  up  a  message  by  an  American,  that  he  was  waiting  for 
the  Prince  Regent;  unfortunately,  siie  was  then  unrigged, 
and  re[)airing,  at  IJance  island,  which  gave  this  slave  cap- 
tain an  Oi»portunity  of  carrying  oli"  a  cargo.  The  Dolores 
and  Temerario  were  avowedly  lilted  out  for  the  destruction 
of  the  colonial  brig;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
very  violent  and  powerful  attempts  will  be  made  for  that 
jtur[)0se,  as,  from  the  great  annoyance  she  has  been  to  the 
slave  traders,  the  constant  terror  of  her  being  found  between 
Cape  ^'erd  and  (.'ape  Palnuis  (a  circumstance  which  lias 
prevented  many  vessels  from  sh.ving  olf  that  i)art  of  the 
coast,)  and  the  number  of  vessels  she  has  captured,  she  is 
an  object  of  the  greatest  hatred  and  detestation  to  the  slave 
traders. 

The  few  men-of-war  which  are  sent  out,  run  down  the 
coast,  and  then  leave  it;  whilst  the  colonial  brig  of  Sierra 
Leone,  is  constantly  roving  about,  keeping  the  slave  traders 
in  daily  fear  of  a  visit 

The  Havannah  is  the  port  from  which  the  majority  of 
these  vessels  are  fitted  out;  though  many  of  them,  as  11k; 
old  American  privateers,  are  lilted  out  in  America,  and  only 
go  to  the  Havannah  for  papers,  <tc.;  whilst  some,  like  the 
Dorset,  alias  Triumrirata,  have  the  pa[»crs  carried  from  the 
Havannah  to  America.  A  few,  like  the  Louis,  are  fitted  out 
from  the  French  islands;  and  the  Portuguese  come  from  the 
Drazils. 

Many  more  instances  of  the  aggressions  of  slave  ships  on 
the  innocent  trade  of  Afri(;a  mijihl  be  adduced,  but  enough 
has  been  stated  to  show  the  extreme  tliHiciilfies  and  dampers 
under  which  if  la!»ours,  and  wlii  h  must  continue  to  exist  so 
Jong  as  the  slave  trade  is  allowed  to  be  carried  on. 
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CASES  OF  SLAVE  SHIPS. 
1.  Case  of  the  brig  Amelia,  alias  the  Agent. 

This  ve9d«;l  sailed  from  Cabenda  on  the  Ist  of  January 
last,  with  275  slaves  on  board.  After  being  at  sea  twenty 
days,  the  slaves  rose  and  took  her  :  she  was  again  retaken, 
off  Cape  INIount,  by  the  brig  Kitty,  of  Liverpool,  and  brought 
into  Sierra  Leone,  24th  May,  1811. 

'J'he  following  papers  will  best  convey  the  leading  features 
of  thecaae. 

Instructions  to  the  juaslcr  and  part  owner,  a  native  of  Great 
Britain. 

"Charleston,  17th  May,  1810. 
"  Capt.  Alex.  Campbell, 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"  The  vo3'age  on  which  we  have  jointly  embarked,  and 
which  is  now  left  to  your  discretion,  is  of  a  very  delicate 
nature,  and  requires  the  greatest  prudence  and  discretion.  In 
order  to  qualify  the  Agent  to  bring  a  cargo  from  the  coast,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  put  her  under  Portuguese  colours  :  this, 
with  the  assistance  of  3Iessrs.  Sealy,  Roach,  and  Toole,  of 
Bahia,  for  whom  I  enclose  you  a  letter  of  introduction,  you 
will  easily  be  able  to  effect.  They  will  procure  for  you  some 
honest  Portuguese  merchant,  who,  for  a  small  sum,  shall  un- 
dertake all  (hat  is  necessary  for  owners  to  do.  A  captain  of 
colour,  one  officer,  and  part  of  the  crew,  in  com[>Iiance  with 
the  laws,  must  be  Portuguese ;  but  tlie  Portuguese  captain, 
at  the  same  time  (hat  he  must  be  instructed  by  the  jirelended 
owner,  to  appear  for  him  on  all  occasions  in  protecting  the 
shij)  and  i)roperty,  must  also  be  instructed  not  to  intertere 
with  the  nav;:;;ition  of  the  ship,  except  at  your  request;  and 
he  must  be  put  entirely  under  your  orders.  As  you  shall 
have  to  grant  a  bill  of  sale  for  the  brig,  when  she  is  a[)- 
parently  sold,  you  must  be  very  cautious  to  take  a  counter 
bill  of  sale;  and  again,  as  collateral  securitj-,  a  bottomry 
bond  on  the  vessel  for  10,000  dollars,  with  a  power  of  attor- 
ney from  the  sham  owner  to  you,  to  sell  and  (lis[)0>*e  of  her  in 
any  manner  you  shall  think  [)roper.  I  would  wish  j'ou,  be- 
sides, to  take  a  very  strong  declaration  in  writing,  witnessed 
by  Sealy,  Koach,  and  Toole,  that  the  sale  made  by  you  is 
merely  fictitious;  that  the  cargo  and  her  earnings  are  bona 
lide  your  j)ro[)erty  ;  which  declaration  must  be  couched  so  as 
to  be  a  |)erfect  quit  claim  from  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 
I'he  next  thing  1  have  to  recommend  to  you,  is  to  conduct 
this  business  with  every  possible  caution  and  secrecy,  and 
to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  knowledge  of  it  to  reach 
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either  our  consul  or  ambassador,  as  tliry  might  perlia|>H  wiile 
home  on  the  subject,  and  even  any  of  the  American  captaina 
who  may  liappen  to  be  there  at  tlic  same  lime  with  you. 
You  must  tluMetbrc  appear  very  cool  and  inditVcrcnt  in  the 
business,  to  let  nothing  transpiio  ot  your  future  plan,  and  act 
as  if  you  were  only  liiinking  of  returning  home.  Alter  you 
have  made  your  brig  a  Portuguese,  you  nill  have  to  take  in 
a  cargo  fit  fur  the  coast,  and  proceed  there  with  every  pos- 
sible desj)atch.  I  enclose  you  a  memorandum  ol  the  articles 
wiiich  I  think  will  answer  best  for  the  trade,  to  which  me- 
morandum 1  have  added  a  few  obscrvationa  to  regulate  you 
for  the  articles  that  you  could  not  find,  and  which  might  IxJ 
re[)laccd  by  others.  To  this  list,  however,  I  do  not  wish  by 
any  means  to  confme  you  ;  1  leave  it,  on  the  contrary,  to  you 
to  imi)rove  it  or  curtail  it,  according  to  the  infori.iation  which 
you  will  be  able  to  collect,  as  that  trade  is  much  followed  at 
Kahia.  Negroes  are  ofleii  very  plenty  there;  and  if  they  can 
be  bought  at  from  eighty  dollars  to  one  hundred  dollars,  1 
would  just  as  well  end  the  voyage  there,  an^i  give  up  the  trip 
to  Africa.  The  ditVerence  in  the  price  wouli',  in  myopinion, 
!)e  more  than  compensated  by  the  time  .  lul  the  risk  saved 
(hereby.  As  the  cargo  you  have  now  on  board  will  not  be 
sullicient  to  complete  the  o[)eration,  i  reiiuest  Alessrs.  Sealy, 
Koach,  and  Toole,  to  advance  you  what  will  be  necessary,  for 
which  they  will  take  your  bills  on  me  here  ;  or,  if  more  con- 
venient, you  can  draAv,  on  my  account,  on  Mr.  Tj.  Ciapier.  al 
Philadelphia, — Mr.  Michael  Hogau,at  New  York,  or  iMessrs. 
Thos.  C  Amory  A:  Co.,  Boston — whom  I  will  advise  to  this 
purpose,  and  who  will  honour  your  draffs.  As  if  might  hap- 
pen that  the  negotiation  of  bills  on  America  would  meet  with 
some  difficulty,  and  in  order  to  remove  any  obstacle,  1  have 
opened  a  credit  for  you  with  Messrs.  Dixon,  I.avattr,  iSc  Co.. 
of  Liver|)OoI,  to  the  amount  of  4000/.  stg  (say  four  thousand 
[•ounds  sterling;)  which  credit  is  confirmed  by  the  enclosed 
letter  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  J.W.  Hemmerich,  an  agent  and 
[lartner  of  said  house,  who  is  now  here.  I  must,  however, 
observe  to  you,  that  it  is  not  my  wish  you  should  make  use 
of  this  credit  on  Engbuul,  but  in  case  your  bill.-,  on  thel'nited 
States  could  not  answer.  1  write  accordingly  .Messrs  Sealy, 
Koach,  and  Tuole  ;  and  I  hope  the}  will  in  this,  as  in  an} 
ihing  else,  consult  what  will  be  best  hir  my  interest. 

"  If  there  is  any  possibility  the  vesst-l  and  cargo,  for  the 
return,  shall  be  iii-ured  at  iMiliia.  As  such  are  my  instructioi;-. 
lo  i^ealy,  Roach,  and  Co.,  1  shall  th;;ril{  you  to  allend  to  it. 
and  ascertain,  before  you  go,  ;\lietli<'r  (his  insurance  can  Ir 
done  or  not,  and  to  write  me  accordingly,  that  I  may  knou 
how  niatf;  i.h  ~[»iu\ ;  and  if  there  is  no  insurance  done,  I  uia}' 
provide  for  It  lure  my  .-elf. 
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"  It'now  remain?  for  me  to  direct  how  you  are  to  do  with 
3'our  people  alter  you  have  sold  the  brig.  The  very  lirst 
thing  is  to  discliarge  all  the  people,  paying  their  wages,  aud 
making  the  hest  lerms  possible  with  them  in  writing;  as  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  the  owner  is  oltjiged  lo  find  them  a 
passage  home  and  wages  till  they  arrive,  it  is  very  essential 
that  none  of  your  people,  except  those  who  are  to  stay  with 
you,  should  have  the  least  suspicion  ot'  your  future  j)lan  :  I 
would  recommend;  therefore,  that  before  you  enter  on  any  of 
your  transactions,  you  >vouId  see  these  people  out  of  the 
country,  that  they  cannot  come  and  talk  here  of  what  you 
have  done.  1  wouM  rather  lose  some  little  time,  nor  would  I 
mind  some  little  expense  to  get  rid  of  them  cleverly.  The 
ship's  log-book  should  afterwards  be  kept  in  Portuguese  :  no 
English  writing  touchiug  the  voyage,  should  be  on  board  : 
the  fewer  entries  in  the  log-book  the  better,  to  be  done  under 
your  eyes.  She  sliouUI  have  no  colours  but  Portuguese  on 
boaial  ;  your  |)rcsent  flag  thrown  aAva}-^  when  the  brig  is  sold, 
and  all  the  papers  sent  back  (under  cover)  to  me  :  your  re- 
gister, lfr)wevcr,  you  had  better  bring  back  yourself. 

"  VVishing  you  a  pros|terous  vo3'age, 
"  1  am,  dear  Sir, 

"  Vour  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         "FRANCIS  DEPAU." 

Extracts  from  the  diposilions  taken  at  Sierra  Leone  in  this 
cause. 

Ned  Brown. — "  Declares  he  is  a  native  of  Cabenda,  and 
was  put  on  l)oard  the  brig  Amelia,  as  a  slave,  by  prince  Con- 
zee,  his  father,  it  is  the  custom  of  his  country  for  a  man, 
when  in  want  of  money,  &;c.  if  he  has  three  or  four  children, 
losell  one  or  more  of  them,  and  keep  the  others.  His  father 
sold  him  an»l  his  sister  together:  his  sister  is  now  here.  When 
be  went  on  board  the  brio;,  he  found  a  man,  named  Jack 
White,  a  slave  of  the  captain's,  who  had  come  from  Charles- 
ton in  the  brig.  Heard  that  White,  when  in  America,  had 
stolen  some  articles,  for  wliich  his  master  had  to  pay.  His 
)naster  had  given  him  a  very  severe  fiogging  for  this  ;  and  also 
flogged  him  several  times  when  at  Caljenda,  for  drunkenness 
and  fighting.  White  took  off  his  clothes  and  showed  the 
slaves  his  back,  saying,  '  See  how  my  master  has  Hogged  me  : 
when  he  has  taken  you  to  white  man's  country,  he  will  flog 
you  the  same.'  When  the  brig  got  to  sea.  White  urged  the 
slaves  to  rise. 

"  One  morning  a  noise  was  heard  forward.  The  captain 
called  upon  me  on  hearing  the  noise,  and  asked  what  was  th? 
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matter  :'     I  said    1   did    not  know,     'llio  captain  tlion  went 
ii[)un  deck,  with   tlio  tnate  and  tlit-  rest  ot"   tlie   i-eopir;  tiiey 
had  only  three  imHket>  and  a  pair  of  pi^ilols  beioniiiiii^  to  ttie 
c.i()taiii.     It  was  ralhrr  dark,  and  the  slaves  ke|)t  crying  out, 
'  Jack,  Jack !'     'J'lie  captain    then    s[)oke  to  the  cnato,  an«l 
told  him  to   kee[)  an  eye  uj)Cn  Jack,  and    slioot   him.      'J'he 
slaves  then  came  to  (he  harricado  with  large  pieces  oi  wood; 
and  Jack  While  attempted  to  hreak    the    harricado    with  a 
large  hammer.     TIk;  mate   saw  liim,   and  shot  him   throngli 
the  jaw  :   the    hall    cut  away  his    tongue,  and   wlien  he  tell 
down,  he  seized  hold  ol"  the  cable  with  his  teeth,  and  died  ia 
that  posture.  1  was  told  that  Jack  While  oi)ened  the  hatchcH 
and  let  the  slaves  upon  deck:  they  were  not  in  irons,  having 
hfcn  let  out  some    days    lielore.     '1  lie    captain    soon    alter 
Avent  down  below,  and  ordered  the  boat  to  be  lowered  down 
from  the  stern,  wliich  was  done.     None  of  the  sailors  were 
killed  ;  nine  of  them,  and   tlie  captain,  went  into   the  boat ; 
and  1  0|»ened   the   cabin   windows    and    handed    them    two 
baskets  of  bread,  a  piece  of  ham,  nine  bottles  of  porter,  nine 
bottles  of  wine,  and  two  jars  of  water.     1  wanteti  to  go  with 
liim,  but  the  captain  would  not  let  me,  saying,  '  Yon  are  a 
black  man  ;  the  slaves  will  not  kill  you;  and  you  see  I  have 
small  iioat  and  too  many  |)eoi  le  in  her.'    They  then  hoisted 
two  sails  in  the  boat,  and  went  away.     'JMiree  of  the  Portu- 
guese sailors  ran  into  the  women's  room  ;  and  the  boatswain, 
a  mulatto  man,  ran  up  to  the  top  of  the  mast.     When  the 
boat  was  gone,  the  slaves  found  them   and   wanted   to  kill 
them;  when  1  advised  them  '  not  to  do  so;   for  if  yon   kill 
them,  where  will  you  take  the  vessel  ■'  you  do  not  know  how- 
to  make  sail.'     They  then  consented  to  spare  their  lives,  ou 
the  condition  of  their  taking  care  of  the  vessel.     A  great 
number  of  the  slaves  were  killed,  about  thirty,   before  the 
cajitain  ran  away.     They  were  four  monliis   at   sea  before 
they  came  to  Cape  IMount  :  for  tlie  greatest  part  of  the  tim*? 
they  had  nothing  to  eat  but  a  very  little  farina,  (i.  c.  cassada 
dried  antl  ground  to  Hour,)  and  water  to  drink.    A  very  great 
number  of  the  slaves  ([irineij)aily   boys  and  girls)  died  of 
hunger." 

John  Roach,  master  of  the  lirig  Kitty,  of  r.iverj)OoI,  de- 
clare-', *•  That  on  the  ItJIh  May,  loll,  he  brouirht  tlie  brig 
Kill}'  to  anchor  at  Cape  Mount,  where  he  found  another  brig 
(at  anchor,)  which  on  (he  following  morning  adempttd  to 
get  under  weigh  about  six  o'clock,  and  hoisted  Portuguese 
colours.  The  deponent  llien  sent  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of 
hoarding  her;  but  was  preventetl,  by  l\er  threatening  to  fire 
if  it  went  near  her.  The  boat  then  relumed,  and  abou! 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  same  i\:iy  v.  as  manned  and  armed,  and 
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effected  the  Ijoarding  of  her,  and  brought  from  her  one  of  tlie 
formtT  crew,  with  all  the  papers  tliat  could  be  found.     The 
deponent  also  states.  That  from  a  perusal  of  the  same,  to- 
gether with  a  journal  belonging  to  the  said  l)rig,  he  titscovcred 
she  Was  an  American,  titied  out  from  Uahia  to  the  coast  of 
Angola,  for  the  procuntig  a  cargo  of  slaves;   and  that  she 
sailed  from  Cabenda  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last  past, 
bound  to  the  Havannah  in  the  island  of  Cuba;  and  that  ou 
the  twentieth  day  of  January,  in  the  latitude  of  one  degree 
and  thirty  two  minutes  north,  longitude  twenty-four  degrees 
and  twenty-one  minutes  west,  the  slaves  rose  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  said  brig,  and  forced  the  captain  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  crew  to  take  to  the  boat  and  leave  her ;  keeping, 
at  the  same  time,  the  boatswain  and   three  others,  to  navi- 
gate her;  which  they  did  from  the  above  twentieth  day  of 
January  to  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  following,   on  which 
day  she  arrived  at  Cape  Mount.     The  deponent  also  states, 
that  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  possession  of  the  said  brig,  he 
found  the  greater  part  of  the  slaves  had  perished  for  hunger, 
having  at  that  time  no  provision  whatever  on   board;  and, 
from  inquiry  of  the  boatswain,  he  was  informed,  that  at  the 
time  of  tlieir  leaving  Cabenda  there  were  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  slaves  on  board  the  said  brig." 

"  The  surviving  captives,  when  brought  to  Sierra  Leone, 
were  in  the  most  miserable  condition  that  can  be  conceived: 
it  was  therefore  judged  adviseaLle  to  land  them  immediately, 
as  they  could  be  acconmiodated  u  ilh  more  comfortable  lodg- 
ings, and  their  wants  better  atteu.led  to. 

"  Since  these  captives,  eighty-five  in  number,  were  landed 
from  the  Amelia,  none  of  them  have  died;  although  the 
marks  of  their  former  distress  are  still  clearly  to  be  discovered. 
The  governor  has  allotted  a  portion  of  land,  on  the  ridge  of 
mountains  to  tlie  westward  of  Freetown,  for  a  township,  near 
a  brook,  on  which  they  have  already  erected  a  large  tempo- 
rary house,  ijnd  purjjosc,  notwithstanding  the  rainy  season 
having  completely  set  in,  to  dear  a  spot  of  grouml  for  the 
cultivation  of  tlieir  favourite  food,  CaSsada  :  on  the  return  of 
the  dry  season,  they  mean  to  build  themselves  comfortable 
houses.  Should  they  ultimately  settle  here,  it  is  proposed 
to  call  this  village  New  Cabenda." 
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2.  Case  of  the  schooner  Espcranca,  Jcronimo  Ficcnte,  Master. 

This  schooner  was  built  in  Virginia,  and  was  called  the 
Fair  Trader.  She  became,  in  18U'.),  the  [jrojierty  oi  two  mer- 
chants, either  ol"  Neu-Vork  or  Boston,  or  both,  named  Jacob 
Ogden,  jun.  and  John  IJ.  Frazier.  In  November  loOO,  these 
persons  s,dvc  the  command  of  her  to  lienjamin  Waine,  a  na- 
tive ol  Bu.-'tun,  who,  with  liis  wile  and  lamily,  residetl  at 
Halloway,  in  (he  state  of  Massaciiu.setts.  The  vessel  was 
cleared  out  Irom  Boston  to  a  (tort  or  ports  in  South  America. 
A  letter  of  instructions,  bearini;- date  Nov.  15,  1809,  was  ad- 
dressed i)y  the  owners  to  iMr.  Waine;  which  letter  Rlr.Waine 
had  carelessly  omitted  to  destroy,  or  to  leave  behind  him. 
It  was  iound  on  board,  and  is  as  follows: — 

"  Boston,  15,  Nov.  1309. 

"  Captain  Waine  will  proceed  from  this  to  St.  Michael's, 
and  endeavour  to  get  his  vess«'I  [»ut  under  Portuguese  colours, 
if  he  can  do  it  with  salefy.  lie  will  obtain  permission  to  pro- 
ceed lo  Africa,  and  thence  to  the  Havannah,  and  have  the 
vessel  consigned,  l)y  the  Fortiiiruese  [Minister,  to  Francisco 
Hernandez,  of  that  place,  with  orders  to  dispose  of  the  cargo, 
and  account  with  Jacob  Ogden,  jun.  or  Jolin  B.  Frazier,  for 
the  net  proceeds.  Ca|)tain  Waine  will  also  receive  powers 
from  his  merchant  to  sell  the  vessel  in  Havannah  if  he 
chooses,  or  to  proceed  from  thence  elsewhere.  The  mer- 
chant in  St.  Michael's  should  be  induced  to  write  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  send  the  necessary  information,  that  we  may 
make  insurance  in  this  place.  If  Captain  Waine  should  find 
his  expense  exceed  in  amount  the  cash  which  he  has  with 
bim,  he  will  draw  on  J.  B.  Frazier  and  J.  Ogderj,  and  liis 
bills  shall  be  duly  honoured.  Ca[)tain  Waine  will  see  that 
the  proper  documents  are  forwarded  to  us  to  cancel  our 
bonds.  It  he  should  not  be  able  to  accomplish  his  business 
in  St.  Michael's  as  it  should  I)e,  he  will  then  [)roceed  to 
Teneritfe;  and  if  >Ir.  Wm.  Stockur  is  still  there,  he  will  de- 
liver the  letter  to  h  tn,  and  receive  his  ad\  ice  in  all  his  trans- 
actions in  tiiat  place;  but  if  lie  slioiilil  have  left  before  the 
arrival  of  the  schooner,  he  will  present  the  letter  which  is 
directed  to  Messrs.  Madin,  ijntlhers,  and  explain  to  them, 
verhally,  the  [)recise  situation  of  tlie  bu.--iness,  and  destroy 
the  letter  to  Stocker  immediately.  Always  bear  in  mind 
that  it  is  necessary  to  send  us  the  pro[»er  information,  to 
enaiile  us  to  make  insurance.  Before  the  transfer  is  made,  it 
will  be  well  to  see  if  the  present  captain  and  ITn  two  mates 
will  be  allowed  to  go  in  her.  The  men  should  be  induced 
to  go,  if  po-sible,  even  if  it  were  necessary  to  increase  their 
waires  considerablv.     The   second  mate   uiav   be   allowed, 
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f  sclu!'ivt»  ol  his  wacew,  one  of  the  cargo,  on  I  lie  safe  arrival 
of  the  vessrl  iit  liie  llavdiuiali.     It  has  been  a<;reeil  that  the 
first  mate  should  lia\e  two:   ami  it  the  ear;jco  siiouUl  amount 
to  17 j  on  arrival  in  iiavannah,  he  is  to  have  three.      Your- 
self to  receive  five  per  cent,  on   the  amount  of  sales  in  Iia- 
vannah.    It  is  an  oitject  to  get  a  peaceable  yonnaj  man  for 
yo(n'  ca()laiii,  to  carry  the  papers.     iJefore  you  underiake  to 
1  rangier  the  vessel,  you  will  see  jour  way  clear,  and  ascer- 
tain whether  any  ditliculties  will  be  likely  to   arise   in   the 
course  of  your  business  that  are  iasurniountaljle.     On  your 
arrival  at  St.  Michaels,  3'ou  will  pretend  j'ou  are  alter  sup- 
plies of  poultry  and  wine  ;  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  do  you 
ex[)lain  your  wishes  to  your  merchant,  and  stale  to  him  the 
whole  desiu;!!  of  the  voyage.      Ketjuest  him  to  forward  to  U3 
a  letter,  directed  to  Hernandez,  directiiig  him  to  take  charge 
of  vessel  and  car^o  on  her  arrival  in  Havan.iah.      Vou  will 
endeavour  to  have  the  complete   arrangement  of  the  expe- 
dition placed  in  your  hands.   The  Portuguese  captain  should 
be  made  to  understand  that  he  must  leave  all  to  you.      You 
had  better  get  sutlicient  power  from  your  new  owner  to  place 
the  expedition  altogether  under  your  control.     If  you  lind 
you  cannot  do  your  business  to  your  satisfaction,  you  may 
advise  with  your  Irienil  about  touching  at  Fayal,  where  ves- 
selsi'  pajiers  have  fre(|uently  been  changed  with  the  greatest 
facility  ;  being  careful  always  who  you  get  to  cover  the  pro- 
perly.     If  you  think  best  to  go  there,   you  are  at  liberty  to 
do  it.      It  will  be  a  great  oiiject  to  get  your   papers    without 
unloading;   but  you  must  get  tlie  proper  documents  to  send 
us  to  cancel  our  bonds.     Act  in  all  cases  carefull}',  and  en- 
deavour to  foresee  the  ditliculties  you  will  have  to  encounter. 
Do  not  let  the  American  consul  suspect  that  you  were  ori- 
ginally designed  for  the  voj^age  which  you  will  probably  un- 
deriake from  one  of  the  western  islands.     The  vessel  must 
carry  her  cargo  to  Iiavannah ;  she  is  not  at  liberty  to  carry- 
it  any  wiiere  else:   and  if  it  should  so  happen  the   vessel 
could  not  be  cleared  from  a   Porluiruese  jxirt   to  carry   her 
return  cargo  to  Havannah,  you  will    proceed    to  TeneritFe, 
and  present  the  letters  which  we  gave  you,   and  finish  our 
business  there." 

Accordingly  Mr.  Waine  proceeded  to  St.  Michael's,  where, 
with  the  help  of  Messrs.  Ivensand  Hunutt,  merchants  there, 
he  had  I  lie  vessel  transferred  to  one  Jeronimo  Vicente,  who 
lent  his  son,  bearing  the  satne  name,  to  Air.  Waine,  as  a 
captain,  at  forty  ilollars  a  month,  Air.  \Vain(!  being  converted 
into  the  aupercartjo.  The  new  owner  then  signed  a  letter 
of  intit ructions,  which  is  evidently   in   the   hand-writing  of 
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IvtMis  and  liiiiiiett,  and  in  wliicli  l>Tr.  Waine  is  diivcted  to 
rcinil  the  iiroccrds,  inoaiiiiii;,  a^  rlcarly  a|)iiears  iium  otlu-r 
Iiii|Kia,  nieic'ly  (lie  |)rice  ol'  his  and  ids  son's  services,  lo 
\\  illiani  S.  Huiiu-lt,  l]s([.  No.  78,  (-^ueen  Street,  Cheiipside, 
London,  or  to  hand  them  to  Mv.  .lacoh  Harker,  of  Nev/  York, 
uho  is  to  pass  theni  to  tlie  eredit  of  Messrs.  liicklin  and 
An^lin,  of  St.  .Michael's.  A  letter  >vas  also  found  on  board 
fri)M)  Joiin  St()iiji;hton,  of  Bt>:Mon,  dated  Nov.  14,  180!),  to 
Bernard  Colo'^an,  Ks(|.  'I'tMierillV,  reeominendinii;  Mr.  U'aine 
as  brotlier  to  a  deserving  genlleiium,  and  an  enterprising 
young  num. 

Notwithstiinding  all  this  documentary  evidence,  Benjaniia 
Waine  swore  po>itiveiy,  in  reply  to  the  standing  interroga- 
tories ot  the  Court  ol  Admnalt}',  that  .Icrotdnio  Vicenle  was 
sole  owner  of  tlie  said  sch<Mnier,  and  that  the  slaves  on  hoard 
were  to  he  soUi  for  the  r<'al  acconni,  risk,  and  Itenelit  of  the 
said  Vicente.  He  took  upon  himself  further  to  swear,  that 
he  believed  that  at  the  time  of  ladin:;  the  said  slaves,  and  at 
the  [)resent  tiuie,  and  also,  if  the  said  slaves  should  he  un- 
laden at  ihe  destined  port,  "  they  did,  do,  and  will  belong  tt) 
the  said  Vicente,  and  no  other."' 

James  l/'slier,  the  chiel  male,  born  in  Ithode-lsland,  a 
freeman  of  the  town  of  Hrislol,  in  that  stale,  and  whose  wife 
and  lamily  reside  in  that  town,  stated,  that  the  vessel  car- 
ried rum,  tobacco,  and  lundier  from  IJoslon  to  St.  MiclMers, 
where  she  Was  sold  to  a  Portuguese,  and  look  in  slave  irons, 
and  also  dry  goods,  beads,  arms,  &:c.  which  were  aflerwfirds 
exchanged  for  negroes.  Niuety-three  slaves,  some  rum  and 
toiiacco,  were  on  board  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  'I'his 
gentleman  would  not  swear  that  the  sale  at  St.  Michael's 
was  real. 

Besides  the  above  persons,  the  following  Americans  were 
on  board: — .James  Hington,  second  mate;  .lei>btbah  Trip, 
Cliarles  \\  illis,'l'homas  Thompson,  Obed  H.  Iliissey,  Kichard 
M'illiams,  Charles  (irace,  and  Jerenriah  Vail,  seamen  ;  John 
Brouu,  cook;  and  Thojrias  \V  .  Tajtley,  boy. 

3.  Case  of  Ike  Brig  Lucia,  Scanielia,  Ma,stcr. 
This  vessel  sailed  from  Charleston,  in  South-Carolina, 
o-lensibly  bouuil  lo  the  Havannah,  in  July  or  Aui^iMsf,  I!U)9. 
'i'he  real  purpose  of  the  voyage  was  lo  i^^a  to  Aladeira,  there 
procure  Portii^:U('se  jiapers,  and  proci-ed  lln-nce  lo  the  coast 
ot  Alrica  for  slaves,  lo  be  carrietl  for  sale  lo  I  lie  Havannah. 
lieing  unable  lo  reach  that  island,  Ihe  vessel  went  iulotirand 
Canary.  Here  the  owners,  l-'reeman  Wing  and  .\r«hibald 
M'Williang,  liaasferred  the  vesoci  and  cargo  to  one  Don 
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Joseph  Navarro,  by  a  bill  of  sale,  the  price  beinc;  to  bfe  paid 
at  the  iiavaniiah.  These  two  persons  continuetl  on  board; 
also  (he  American  crew,  to  whom  four  Spaniards  were  added. 

'riu'iiias  IJoston,  a  seaman,  born  in  Nantucket,  who  has  a 
wife  living  in  Charleston,  which  is  the  place  of  his  abode, 
deposed,  that  the  Lucia  was  the  Albert  of  Charleston,  until 
her  uaitie  was  changed  at  Crand  Canary  ;  that  she  continued, 
bef.ire  and  afler  this  chani;p,  under  the  direction  of  Freeman 
Wing,  ihti  supercargo.  He  said  he  believed,  in  his  con- 
science, that  no  sale  was  ever  made,  but  that  the  property 
is  now,  as  at  first,  ve^^ted  in  the  said  Wing  and  iNl'-W  illiams. 

Both  Wlnii  a»d  vi'W'iHiams  admitted  themselves  to  have 
been  o\\  ncrs  of  the  brig  previous  to  her  sale  at  Grand  Canary. 
Win^  was  bora  in  Massachusetts;  lives  at  Charleston  where 
he  lias  H  wife.  The  vessel  was  taken  2Jth  March,  1810, 
with  120  slaves  on  board. 

Henry  V»  jng  stated,  that  he  assisted  in  getting  irons  and 
handeulls  on  board  at  Charleston.  In  consequence  of  this, 
it  had  become  plain  that  the  vessel  was  going  for  slaves: 
eeamen,  therefore,  could  not  be  got,  owing  to  their  dislike 
to  this  voyage,  until  doulile  wages  were  given.  He  believed 
Freeman  Wing  to  be  owner  of  brig  and  cargo. 

There  were  several  other  Americans  on  board,  particularly 
Thomas  Jones  Hollen,  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  John 
Higgs  of  Rhode  Island. 

(For  other  similar  casps,  see  the  Sixth  Report  if  the  African  Institution,  p.  47,  JicO 
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The  information  respecting  Africa,  in  the  United  States, 
has  been  both  scaniy  arul  incorrect.  It  lias  been  principally 
derived  from  the  slave  traders,  whose  interests,  |)reiudices, 
and  ignorance,  coml)ined  (o  mi3re|)resent  that  country  which 
■was  the  scene  of  llieir  initpiity,  and  that  peo[)le  who  were 
the  objects  of  th.eir  violence  and  cupidity.  From  such  a 
source  nothing  pure  could  be  expected.  It  is  rather  surpri- 
sing that  those  works  whicli  sive  a  particular  account  of  the 
west  coast  of  Africa,  an<l  which  were  familiar  to  intelligent 
Europeans,  should  be  scarcely  known  in  Ibis  country.  The 
Society  have  therefore  thought  that  it  woidil  be  acceptable  to 
the  |)u'blic,  to  [loint  out  some  of  the  sources  of  correct  infor- 
mation, on  this  suiject.  to  the  American  reader.  With  that 
view,  the  following  list  of  publication-^,  with  a  short  notice 
of  the  characters  of  the  writers,  and  the  means  of  their  in- 
formation, has  been  prepared.  The  high  standing  of  these 
authora  and  compilers,  for  science,  research,  and  probity,  and 
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fhcir  opportunities  for  obticrvation  and  incjiiiry,  give  a  luyh 
value  to  their  prodiiotions  tor  correct  intorniatioii.  Tlie  So- 
ciety ask  of  their  fellow  citizens  what  they  are  sure  an  Ame- 
rican public  will  never  refuse,  a  candid  and  ])atient  investi- 
gation of  their  object.  The  infoiination  derived  from  the 
agents  of  the  Society,  confirmed  and  8trengtliene<l  l)y  the 
works  here  referred  to,  will  more  than  bear  out  the  Society 
in  all  their  stalemontj*.  Some  of  these  writers  visited  Alrica 
for  the  ex|tress  purpose  of  ascertaining  its  fitness  for  coloni- 
•/ation ;  and  they  all  unite  in  recomnien<iing  Africa  to  the 
attention  of  European  governments,  as  peculiarly  favourable 
for  planting  colonies,  and  that  such  colonies  would  not  only 
be  beneticial  to  the  parent  country,  but  likewise  to  the  colo- 
nists, and  to  the  natives  of  Africa.  These  opinions,  from 
the  character  of  the  authors,  certainly  deserve  general  atten- 
tion. And  if  this  be  correct,  with  reference  to  colonies  of 
^vhites,  how  much  more  safe  and  and  advantageous,  when  it 
is  proposed  to  colonize  the  descendants  of  Alrica,  who  u  ill 
so  much  more  readily  adapt  themselves  to  the  climate  of 
that  country. 

tVatlstrom  on  Colonizalion.  1  vol.  4  to.  C.  B.  Wadstrom 
was  a  Swedi'-h  nobleman,  who  was  commissioned  by  the 
king  of  IJenniark,  (1787,)  on  a  visit  of  observation  to  the 
west  coast  of  Africa.  Dr.  Sparrman,  who  was  an  eminent 
pupil  of  Linneus,  and  Chevalier  Arrhenius,  were  his  associ- 
ates. He  compiled  this  work  in  London,  after  his  return. — 
He  had  access  to  a  mass  of  manuscript  and  other  documents, 
many  of  which  he  has  incor|)orated  into  hi?  work.  'J'luse, 
together  with  the  results  of  his  own  observations  in  Africa, 
make  his  volume  liighly  valuable. 

roijages  en  Guince,  par  P.  E.  Iscrt.  1  vol.  Cvo.  This 
work  was  compiled  by  Dr.  Isert,  from  the  letters  w  hich  he 
had  written  to  his  father  in  Denmark,  during  a  residence  of 
several  years  at  the  Danish  forts  in  the  |)rovince  of  Acra. — 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  intelligence,  and  a  most  accurate  ob- 
server of  men  ami  (Itings.  He  was  afUrwards  encourasred  by 
the  government  ol  Denmark,  to  estHl)li';h  a  ecloriy  in  Acra, 
to  improve  (he  natives  in  agriculture  and  the  arts.  He  re- 
turned to  Africa,  and  fir>t  selected  a  small  island  in  the 
V'oita.  The  wlavo  traders  (listnrl)ed  him  in  (hat  sKuation, 
and  he  located  his  establishment  in  the  mountains  of  Aqua- 
jiim. 

Beavcrf!  African  Mannranda.  1  vol.  ^(o.  'IMiis  volurre 
gives  a  perfect  history  of  the  attem[>t  to  colonize  (he  i-,land 
Bulama  and  the  banks  of  the  Hio  <irande.  The  writer  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  who  became  the  tenijiorary 
governor  of  (he  colony. 

.^ondilh's  (iold  Coast.    1  vol.  3vo.     This   volume   is  the 
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latest  respecting  that  part  of  Africa,  ami  gives  a  good  ac- 
count of  all  the  European  stations  there. 

The  preceilinc:  volumes  were  written  hy  men  of  liiii;h  re- 
putation tor  knowledge  ami  integrity.  Their  jirimary  object 
was  the  eslablishinent  of  Euro()ean  agricultural  colonies  in 
Africa.  If  Europeans  may  he  safely  ami  advantageously  co- 
lonized in  Africa,  much  more  the  intelligent  and  christian 
descendants  ot  Africans  themselves. 

If'intcrbotloin's  Sierra  Lconc.    1  vol.  3vo. 

Astlti/s  royagcs. 

Golbcrri/'s  Travels  in  Africa.    1  vol.  12mo. 

Da::randpre's  Voiia<re  lo  Africa.   2  vols.  8vo. 

Procccdin^j^s  of  African  Asaociation.    2  vols.  8vo. 

Murray's  Leifdcns  Discoveries  in  Africa.    2  vols.  8ro. 

Park's  Travels.    2  vols.  '6vo. 

Tuckrifs  Expedition.    1  vol.  4 to. 

History  of  Sierra  Lconc. 

Reports  of  African  Institiitiun. 


(P-) 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  stave  trade. 
Passed  March  3d,  11]  18. 

Br  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Cnitcd  States  of  .inurica,  in  Confiress  assembled,  That  the 
President  of  ihe  I'niled  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  cause  any  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  Tnited  States  to  he  employed  to  cruise 
on  any  of  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  or  territories  thereof, 
or  of  tiie  coasts  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  where  he  may  judge 
attemi'ts  may  be  made  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade  by  citi^ 
zens  or  residents  of  the  Tniled  States,  in  contravention  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  eame ;  and  to  instruct 
and  direct  the  commanders  of  all  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  all  ship«  or  vessels  of  the  United  States  wheresoever 
found,  which  may  have  taken  on  board,  or  which  may  be  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board,  or  of  transporting 
or  may  have  trans[)orted  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of 
colour,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  to  [irohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  from  and  after  ihe  first  day  of  .January, 
in  the  year  of  otn-  Lord  one  thousand  eiiilit  htnidred  and  eight 
and  to  re[teal  certain  parts  of  the  same,"'  or  of  any  other  act 
or  acts  prohibiting  the  tratfick  in  slaves,  to  be  proceected 
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againat  acconling  to  law.   And  the  proceeds  of  all  ships  and 
vessels',  their   tiickle,  apparel,   aiul  luriiHure,  and  the  gooda 
and  etVects  un  hoard  ol  llieni  which  .-liall  he  so  neized,  prose- 
cuted, and  i-oudeiiimd,  i^hall  he  <livitk'd  equally  between  the 
Unitetl  States  and  the  olFieeriS  and  men  who  shall  seize,  take, 
or  Itrins;  the  ;<aine  into  port  lor  eondenination,  whether  such 
seizure  he  made  by  an  armed  vessel  ol  the  Tnited  States  or 
revenue  cutter  thereol.     And  the  same  shall  be  distriliuted 
in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  lor  the  distribution  of 
prizes  taken  Irom  an  enemy,    l^roiidid,  That  the  officers  and 
men  to  be  entitled  to  one  hall  ol  the  |>roceeds  aloresaid,  shall 
safekeep  every  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  found  on 
board  of  any  ship  or  vessel  so  seized,  taken,  or  brought  into 
port  for  condeuination,  and  shall  deliver  every  such  negro, 
mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  to  the  marshal  of  the  district 
into  which  they  are  brou;j^ht,    il  into  a  port  of  the  United 
States,  or,  if  elsewhere,   to   such  person  or  persons  as  shall 
he  lawfully  ap()ointetl  by  the  President  of  the  I'nited  States 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed,  transmitting  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  f'nit»d  States,  as  .soon  as  may  he  alter  such  de- 
livery, a  descriptive  list  ol  fuch  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  per- 
sons of  colour,  that  he  may  give  directions  tor  the  disposal 
of  them.  And  provided  fiirlher.  That  the  commanders  of  such 
commissioned  vessels  do  cause  to  be  a[)prehended  and  taken 
into  custody  every  person  lound  on  board  of  such  vessel  so 
seized  and  taken,  being  of  the  othcers  or  crew  thereof,  and 
him  or  them  convey,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  the 
civil  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  be  proceeded  against 
indue  course  of  law  in  some  of  the  districts  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacted.  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
such  regulations  and  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  expedient 
for  the  safekeeping,  support,  and  removal  bej'ond  the  limits 
of  the  Unitetl  States,  of  all  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  per- 
sons of  colour,  as  may  be  so  delivered  and  brought  within 
their  jurisdiction;  and  to  a[)point  a  |»ro[)er  |»erson  or  persons 
residing  u[)on  the  coast  of  Africa  as  agent  or  agents  for  re- 
ceiving the  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  colour  delivered 
from  on  hoard  ve-^sels  seized  in  the  jirosecution  of  the  slave 
trade  by  commanders  ol  the  United  States  armed  vessels. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  tt/urtiur  (nuctid,  'I'lial  a  bounty  of  twen- 
ty-five dollars  be  paid  to  th«;  oiiicers  and  crews  of  the  com- 
niissiomd  vessels  ol  the  United  States,  or  revenue  cutters, 
for  each  and  every  negro,  nnilalto,  or  person  of  colour,  who 
shall  have  been  as  herein  before  provided,  delivered  to  the 
marshal  or  agent  duly  appointed  to  receive  them.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereiiy  authorized  and  ifi|uirc<1 
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to  paj,  or  cauae  to  be  paid,  to  such  oflBccrs  and  crews  or 
their  agent,  the  aloresaid  bounty,  for  each  person  delivered 
as  aforesuiil. 

Sec.  4.  Anil  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any  citizen 
or  other  peroon  shall  lodge  int'ormation  with  the  attorney  lor 
the  district  ot  any  state  or  territory,  as  the  case  may  be,  that 
any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  has  been  imported 
therein,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  in  such  case 
made  and  provided,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  attorney 
forthwith  to  commence  a  prosecution  by  information,  and 
process  shall  issue  against  the  person  charged  with  holding 
such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes,  person  or  persons  oi 
colour,  so  alleged  to  be  imported  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  aforesaid.  And  if,  upon  the  return  of  the  process 
executed,  it  shall  be  ascertained,  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  that 
such  negro,  negroes,  mulatto,  mulattoes,  person  or  persons  of 
colour,  have  been  brought  in  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  acts  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  then 
the  court  shall  direct  the  marshal  of  the  said  district  to  take 
the  said  negroes  and  mulattoes  or  persons  of  colour  into  his 
custody  for  safekeeping,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ;  and  the  informer  or  informers 
who  shall  have  lodged  the  information,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  over  and  above  the  portion  of  the  p«ualties  accruing 
to  him  or  them  by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  in  such  case 
made  and  provided,  a  bounty  of  tilty  dollars  for  each  and 
everj'  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  colour,  who  shall  have 
been  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  marshal  ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  [my  or  cause  to  be  j)aid,  the  aforesaid  bounty,  upon  the 
certilicate  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  district  w  here  the 
prosecutiou  may  have  been  had,  with  the  seal  of  office  there-  ""* 
to  annexed,  stating  the  number  of  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  per- 
sons of  colour  so  delivered. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furlJur  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  a  duly  of 
the  commander  of  any  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  he  shall  make  any  capture  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  to  bring  the  vessel  and  her  cargo  for  adjudication 
into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  state  or  territory  to  which  such 
vessel  so  captured  shall  belong,  if  he  can  ascertain  the  same, 
if  not,  then  to  be  sent  into  any  convenient  port  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  0.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  such  acts  or 
parts  of  acts  as  may  be  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  carry  this  law  into  effect. 
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'"!/','/  ^J  ^  fitter  to  Elias  B.  Caldwell,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the 
American  Sociclt/J'or  colonhini^  the  free  people  of  colour. 

GrorgetoWiv,  AugU8t  let,  1818. 

Sir — In  conformity  with  tlie  wishes  of  the  board  ofinana- 
gers,  we  proceeded  ns  far  as  Baltimore  on  our  way  to  the 
north,  intending:,  if  neces^ar\',  to  prolong  our  tour  to  Boston. 
The  liberality  of  Baltimore,  of  which  the  annexed  list  of 
Bubdcribers  ailbrds  an  interesting  testimony,  rendered  it  un- 
necessary that  we  shouhi  proceed  further,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  funds  immediately  recjuired  by  the  mission  to  Africa. 

In  order  to  make  known  the  views  of  the  American  So- 
ciety, it  was  necessary  for  us  to  address  tlie  public  whenever 
a  pro[)er  opportunity  could  be  obtained.  At  three  several 
meetings  of  the  [)resident  and  !)oard  of  managers,  from  whom 
we  experienced  the  most  zealous  aid,  this  opportunity  was 
aflbnied  us  in  one  of  the  principal  churches  of  the  city. 

The  result  of  those  assemblies,  produced  by  the  several 
adjourned  meetings  of  the  board,  disclosed  to  us  the  exist- 
ence, along  with  the  most  generous  feelings  in  behalf  of  our 
object,  of  strong  prejudices  against  it. 

These  originated  eilher  from  an  unwarranted  disbelief  of 
the  probable  success  of  our  contemplated  colony,  or  a  doubt 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  motives  avowed  by  the  society  for  its 
institution. 

Whatever  may  be  the  present  opinion  of  those  who  enter- 
.u.ned  the  former  sentiment,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
no  question  is  now  made  in  Baltimore,  of  the  philanthropic 
views  from  which  the  society  sprung,  or  the  beneficent  ef- 
fects which  must  crown  its  success. 

From  the  society  of  Friends,  without  exception,  we  obtain- 
ed the  most  generous  assistance,  and  from  several  generousi 
individuals  of  other  r»  liiiious  denominations,  whose  names 
we  sui)press  from  delicacy  to  their  motives,  and  from  the 
fear  of  appearing  to  make  invidious  dislinctions. 

From  the  free  people  of  colour,  whose  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  views  of  the  society,  we  received  distinct  and  earnest 
assurances  of  their  co-operation  whenever  the  necessary  pre- 
paratory steps  shall  have  been  comi>leted  for  forming  the 
contemplated  colony. 

The  conviction  which  was  felt  by  many  of  our  friends  that 
similar  resulta  with  the  preceding  would  follow  our  vieit  to 
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Pluladelpliia,  luJuced  us  to  feel  some  regret,  after  altainiog 
the  object  of  our  iatended  tour,  that  it  terminated  short  of 
that  city. 

Au  order  has  beeen  made  by  the  Auxiliary  Society  of 
Maryland,  to  pay  over  the  sums  expressed  in  the  enclosed 
subscription,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  American  Society,  and 
having  thus  fulfilled  the  [)urpose  of  ourappointhieut,  wehave 
only  to  subscribe  ourselves,  with  high  esteem, 
Your  friends  and  servants, 

C.  F.  MERCER, 
F.  S.  KEY. 

Members  of  the  Maryland  Aiixiliary  Society  for  Colonizing  th( 
Free  People  of  Colour,  with  thttr  own  consent,  established  ir 
the  City  of  Baltimore. 

OFFICERS. 

Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  President, 

Gen.  Robert  tloodloe  Harper,      ^ 

Geu.  William  H.  Winder,  \  Vice  Presidents, 

Hon,  Ch.  Justice  Brice,  ) 

Luke  Tieruan,  Treasurer. 

Edward  J.  Coale,  Secretary. 

JIANAGEHS. 

Itev.  James  luglia,  D.  D.  Co!.  John  Spear  Smith 

Philip  E.  Thomas.  Peter  Hoffman. 

John  B.  Morris.  Isaac  M'Kim. 
Blaxwell  M'Dowell,  M.  D. 

MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

Isaac  M'Kim,  subscribed  S  50C 

John  Eager  Howard,  200 

Robert  Gilmor,  1^00 

Thomas  Ellicott,  100 
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0^  LisK  of  tlie  OtTicefi  of  these  Auxiliary  Societies  have  not  been  re- 
reived  :  —  tlicir  Secretaries  uill  please  to  send  them  on,  addressed  to 
;*.  Undeiiwoop,  Rec,  Secretary  of  this  Society,  Washington. 
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hcUcr  from  the  Commillcc  of  I  he  Colonization  Socicly,  to  the 
House  of  liepnscnliUivi.s. 

To  llie  lion.  M.  nrv  Chy. 

Speaker  of  tlic  Mouse  v(  UcprcM-ptativcs  : 

Sir — III  ()l)e(li«'nre  to  iiiHtniolions  from  tlie  Anierionn  So- 
ciety lor  Colonizing  llie  Free  l'<M)|ilt' of  Colour  of  tlie  I'liiltMi 
States,  we  bep;  leave  to  l;iy  Uefore  Congress  some  nccount  of 
the  m«'asures  pursued  l>y  the  Society  for  Herom|»lishini;  the 
great  olijects  of  its  institution  ;  anil  tiie  result  of  their  in- 
(|uiries  anil  researches  after  such  facts  and  information  as 
niii^ht  most  clearly  demonstrate,  hou'  far  any  scheme  of 
colonization,  dependent  for  its  success  u[)on  the  interior 
state  of  Africa,  and  upon  the  actual  condition  and  disposition 
of  her  native  trihes,  might  he  practicahle,  and  also  enahle 
the  founders  of  the  intended  colony  to  make  tlie  most  pru- 
dent and  judicious  selection  of  a  situation  I'or  it.  In  order 
to  obtain  tlie  most  recent  and  accurate  information,  from 
sources  of  the  most  unquestionable  authority,  the  Society 
sent  out,  at  great  expense,  two  agents,  IMr.  IMills  and  iMr. 
P.urgess;  who  have  proved  themselves  eminently  ijualified 
lor  the  undertaking.  The  agents  first  visited  England,  uilh 
a  view  to  acquire  such  i)reparalory  instruction  in  the  most 
eflicacious  mode  of  pursuing  the  objects  of  their  mission,  as 
the  great  mass  of  rare,  valuable,  and  authentic  inlorniatioa 
collected  in  that  country,  from  various  sources,  migiit  aflbrJ 
them.  They  jiroccedcd  from  England  to  the  west  coast  of 
Africa,  where  they  prosecuted  their  researches  with  such 
zeal,  industry,  and  intelligence,  as  (o  liave  contributed  ee- 
.sentially  to  the  illustration  of  many  important  and  interest- 
ing facts,  connected  with  the  geogiapliy,  climate,  soil,  and 
products,  of  that  [lart  of  the  continent;  and  with  the  habits, 
manners,  social  institulions,  and  domestic  econoniy  of  its  lii- 
liabitants.  From  the  inlormation  thus  ol>taincd,  the  present 
jieriod  would  seem  to  be  designated,  by  a  comljinalion  of 
favourable  circumstances,  as  the  fortunate  crisis  for  reducing 
to  the  test  of  practical  experiment,  these  views  and  objects 
of  the  Society,  which  have  already  met  so  encouraging  a 
notice  from  Congress:  and  upon  llu'  comi)reiiensive  utility 
and  beneficence  of  which  (al)stracted  from  any  doubts  of 
their  being  susceptible  of  practical  execution)  no  ipicstiou 
"-.eems  to  be  entertained  in  any  quarter. 

Tfie  present  facilities  for  ac(|uiring  the  requljile   teirilory 
from  the  native  tribes,  in  situations  comlnning  every  ailvan 
tage  of  salubrious  and  temperate  climate,   with  fertile  soil; 
the  [)acific  and  Iiuniauizcd  t<'m[Mr  of  ruirid  !»:evai!ing  among 
17 
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these  tribes;  (heir  existing  prepossessions  in  favour  of  the 
ex|)ecteil  colonists  from  America;  the  actual  oettlement  ia 
that  part  of  Alrica,  of  some  prosperous,  inteHiji;ent,  au(i  well 
tlisposed  emigrants  Irom  among  the  free  people  of  colour  ia 
this  country  ;  and  the  state  of  }!;«^neral  peace,  so  favourable 
to  enterprises  of  benevolence  and  utility,  wholly  unconnected 
with  any  political  schemes  of  territorial  or  commercial  ag- 
grandizement;  altogether  form  a  conjuncture,  which  must 
prove  decisive  of  the  success  of  an  immediate  experiment. 
But  upon  any  permanent  continuance  of  so  favourable  a  state 
of  things,  no  human  wisdom  or  foresight  can  calculate,  with 
any  reasonable  certainty,  if  the  present  opportunity  be  not 
adetiuately  im[troved. 

It  is  now  reduced  to  the  single  question,  whether  the  un» 
tlcrtaking  shall  be  adopted  and  patronized  by  the  Govern- 
ment, so  as  to  become  essentially  national  in  its  means  and 
its  objects;  or  whether  its  ultimate  success  is  to  depend  upon 
the  responsibility  and  exertions  of  individuals;  whose  zeal 
and  perseverance,  unsubdued  and  unabated  by  difficulty,  by 
delay  or  disappointment,  may  be  surely  counted  on ;  but 
whose  unprotected  exertions  and  unaided  resources,  w  hether 
ot  power  or  of  capital,  must  necessarily  be  contingent  and 
precarious,  if  not  in  their  ultimate  effect,  at  least  m  the 
acceleration  of  the  results. 

It  is  now  conceived  to  be  apparent  that,  with  the  ade- 
quate aids  and  sanction  from  the  Government,  the  present 
generation  cannot  |)a3s  away  without  permanent,  practical, 
and  important  benefits  from  the  experiment — benefits  which 
will  be  felt  ecjually  in  our  social  and  domestic  relations,  as 
in  the  advancement  of  the  great  objects  of  political  and 
international  morality,  connected  with  the  su[)pression  of 
the  slave  t^ade :  and  this  nation  has  ever  stood  foremost  in 
the  most  decided  and  vigorous  efforts  to  abolish  that  oppro- 
brious trairick. 

From  the  journals  kept  by  the  agents  of  their  proceedings 
and  pergonal  observations;  with  an  abstract  of  collateral  in- 
formation of  un(juestionable  authenticity  and  great  interest, 
collected  by  tliem  from  sources  not  frequently  accessible  to 
the  general  reader  or  inquirer;  the  Society  has  become 
possessed  of  many  rare  and  valuable  materials,  not  only  for 
forming  a  more  accurate  judgment  of  the  utility  of  the  scheme 
of  colonization,  but  also  for  demonstrating  how  flagrantly 
and  notoriously,  ami  with  what  impunity,  the  prohibitory 
laws  of  the  L'nited  States,  and  of  other  nations,  in  regard  to 
the  slave  trade,  are  violated,  by  their  respective  citizens  and 
subjects.  Some  important  hints  also  may  be  derived  from 
these  documents,  for  making  the  peual  sanctions  of  those 
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l.iws  more  effectual  ;  and  there  "ih  good  reason  to  conclude, 
Ihat  tlie  establishment  of  sucli  a  colony  as  has  been  projected 
by  our  Society,  may  prove  an  important  and  elTicicut  adjunct 
to  tlie  other  i)reventive  checks  provided  l)y  law. 

TJie  body  of  accurate  and  valual)ie  information,  thus  col- 
lected, will  be  i'uuiid  amont;  the  documents,  which  we  now 
bej;,  Sir,  through  your  kintl   mediation,   to  preaeut  to  Con- 
gress. We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  resjiect, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

E.  B.  CALDWELL, 
WALTEH  JONES,  )  Committee. 

F.  S.  KEY, 
JVashington,  Jan.  23d,  1819. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

January  'J3d,  1319. 

Tlie  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter  addressed  to 
him,  signed  l»y  Elias  B.  Caldwell,  Walter  Jones,  and  Francis 
S.  Key,  a  Committee  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
accompanied  with  an  account  of  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  society  for  accomplishing  the  great  object  of  its  institu- 
tion, and  of  the  result  of  their  incjuiries  and  researches ;  as 
also,  of  documents  showing  the  unlawful  participation  of  the 
citizens  of  the  I'nited  States,  in  the  African  slave  trade; 
which  letter,  and  its  accompanying  documents,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee;  and 

iNIr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Mills,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  were  appointed 
the  said  committee. 

An  extract,  etc.         Attest, 

THO.  DOUGHERTY,  C.  H.  R. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

March  1.1,  ISl'J. 

Resolved,  That  IIk;  account  of  Messrs.  Davis  and  Force, 
lor  printing  the  documents  accompanying  the  letter  of  the 
Committee  of  the  American  Colonization  Societj',  to  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  amounting  to  two  hundred  anil 
fifty-nine  dollars,  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Hou.^e. 

A  Copy.  Attest, 

THO.  DOl'CaiKRTY,  C.  H.  R. 
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